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Within the spirit and intent of the Council on Environmental Quality's regulations for
implementing the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), and other statutes, orders, and
policies that protect fish and wildlife resources, I have established the following administrative
record and determined that the following proposed action is categorically excluded from NEPA
documentation requirements consistent with 40 CFR 1508.4, 516 DM 2.3A, 516 DM 2 Appendix
1, and 516 DM 6 Appendix 1.4.

Proposed Action and Alternatives.

The proposed action is the approval and implementation of a Candidate Conservation Agreement
with Assurances (CCAA), proposed by Kathy Garrett of Greenbrier Enterprises, LLC. to
undertake management activities on his property to enhance, restore, or maintain habitat
benefiting the spring pygmy sunfish. Candidate Conservation Agreements with Assurances, and
the subsequent permits we may issue under section 10(a)(1)(A) of the Act (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.),
encourage private and other non-Federal property owners to implement conservation efforts for
target species, by assuring property owners that they will not be subjected to increased land use
restrictions as a result of efforts to attract or increase the numbers or distribution of the species on
their property, if that species becomes listed under the Act in the future. Application requirements
and issuance criteria for permits through the Candidate Conservation Agreement with Assurances
are found in the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) at 50 CFR 17.22(d) and 17.32(d). For this
action, the CCAA was the only alternative proposed, and is the alternative preferred by the
landowner. The CCAA has defined goals, objectives and strategies to achieve the stated action.
The actions further detailed in the CCAA have been identified, addressed, and authorized in the
document.

Cateqorical Exclusion(s).

Categorical Exclusion Department Manual 516 DM 6, Appendix 1 Section 1.4, B 1-11, which
states the exclusions are classes of actions which do not individually or cumulatively have a
significant effect on the human environment. Categorical exclusions are not the equivalent of
statutory exemptions. If exceptions to categorical exclusions apply, under 516 DM 2, Appendix 2
of the Departmental Manual, the departmental categorical exclusions cannot be used. In addition
to the actions listed in the departmental categorical exclusions outlined in Appendix 1 of 516 DM
2, the following Service resource management actions are designated categorical exclusions unless
the action is an exception to the categorical exclusion.

Specific points of the (B) Resource Management pertinent to this document include:



(1) Research, inventory, and information collection activities directly related to the conservation
of fish and wildlife resources which involve negligible animal mortality or habitat destruction, no
introduction of contaminants, or no introduction of organisms not indigenous to the affected
ecosystem.

(2) The operation, maintenance, and management of existing facilities and routine recurring
management activities and improvements, including renovations and replacements which result in
no or only minor changes in the use, and have no or negligible environmental effects on-site or in
the vicinity of the site.

(3) The construction of new, or the addition of, small structures or improvements, including
structures and improvements for restoration of wetland, riparian, instream, or native habitats,
which result in no or only minor changes in the use of the affected local area. The following are
examples of activities that may be included:

i. The installation of fences.

ii. The construction of small water control structures.

iii. The planting of seeds or seedlings and other minor vegetation actions.

iv. The construction of small berms or dikes.

v. The development of limited access for routine maintenance and management purposes.

(4) The use of prescribed burning for habitat improvement purposes, when conducted in
accordance with local and State ordinances and laws.

(5) Fire management activities, including prevention and restoration measures, when conducted in
accordance with departmental and Service procedures.

(6) The reintroduction or supplementation (e.g., stocking) of native, formerly native, or established
species into suitable habitat within their historic or established range, where no or negligible
environmental disturbances are anticipated.

(7) Consultation and technical assistance activities directly related to the conservation of fish and
wildlife resources.

(8) Minor changes in existing master plans, comprehensive conservation plans, or operations,
when no or minor effects are anticipated. Examples could include minor changes in the type and
location of land management practices.

(9) The issuance of new or revised site, unit, or activity-specific management plans for land use, or
other management activities when minor changes are planned.

(10) Natural resource damage assessment restoration plans, prepared under sections 107, 111, and
122(j) of the Comprehensive Environmental Response Compensation and Liability Act
(CERCLA); section 311(f)(4) of the Clean Water Act; and the Oil Pollution Act; when only minor
or negligible change in the use of the affected areas is planned.



This CCAA involves only the provisions for technical assistance, continuation of resource
monitoring, and minor upkeep when needed such as mowing, vegetation maintenance, fencing out
livestock and possible small construction. Therefore property owners will not be subjected to
increased land use restrictions as a result of their efforts with the Service to conserve, recover,
manage and maintain the spring pygmy sunfish and its” habitat.

Permits/Approvals. No additional permits are required or needed before this proposed action
can be implemented.

Public Involvement/Interagency Coordination.

Public support for the activity has been expressed by Dr. Mike Sandel (researcher and petitioner
for the species); Dr. Tom Jandebeur (retired species researcher from Athens State University);
Banks Sewell (landowner of the spring head and recharge area of Beaverdam Spring/Creek;
current holder of CCAA agreement); the Land Trust of Huntsville and North Alabama, and Marie
Bostick, City Planner, City of Huntsville, Alabama.

There are opportunities provided to the public, other agencies, and/or Tribes to get involved with
the proposed action through public notification and public meetings with written comments.
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