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Partners Join Forces for Bayou Pierre
Brookhaven Academy, the Service and MDEQ will study water quality in this unique watershed  

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service), along with the Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ), made a presentation on Wednesday October 3, 2012 to approximately 40 students of Leslie Hood’s 10th grade biology classes at Brookhaven Academy regarding the importance of the Bayou Pierre ecosystem.  The Service also presented two water-quality-testing kits to Ms. Hood and her students for use throughout the school year to monitor water quality near the headwaters of Bayou Pierre in Lincoln County, Mississippi. 
With the kits, the classes will gather information on macro-invertebrates, sedimentation, and dissolved oxygen, plus they will carry out other water-quality measurements.  The data that the students accumulate will aid the Service and MDEQ in addressing water quality issues on Bayou Pierre. 
Hood, an instructor for biology I and II, said, “Living in a rural community, many of the students are already outdoorsy and they find this opportunity to make science come to life very exciting.  Our Brookhaven Academy class is honored to be part of this water-quality study.”
Dan Gregg, fish and wildlife biologist with the Service expressed how much he appreciates the school’s support and the 10th graders enthusiasm.  Gregg said, “The Service thanks Ms. Hood and her Brookhaven Academy students for their involvement and willingness to monitor water quality within the unique Bayou Pierre watershed.  We look forward to a productive partnership as the water-quality study moves forward.”
The Service has also partnered with the Natural Resource Conservation Service to form the Bayou Pierre Enhancement Group which consists of state and federal agencies, academia, private landowners, and concerned individuals.  The group is working to address head-cutting on Bayou Pierre.  Head-cutting has caused substantial changes to this unique system, including severe erosion, channel widening and deepening, general loss of downstream riffle habitats, and the creation of new riffle habitats in more upstream locations.  These rapid and ongoing geomorphic changes have severely impacted the federally listed bayou darter, a threatened species endemic to Bayou Pierre, as well as other associated, riffle-inhabiting fish, including the brighteye darter, least madtom, bluntface shiner, and redfin darter.
The mission of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is working with others to conserve, protect, and enhance fish, wildlife, plants, and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people. We are both a leader and trusted partner in fish and wildlife conservation, known for our scientific excellence, stewardship of lands and natural resources, dedicated professionals, and commitment to public service. For more information on our work and the people who make it happen, visit www.fws.gov.  Additional information on Bayou Pierre and the Bayou darter can be found on our web page at: http://www.fws.gov/mississippiES/Special%20Issue%20Bayou%20Darter.html 
Connect with our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/usfws, follow our tweets at www.twitter.com/usfwshq , watch our YouTube Channel at http://www.youtube.com/usfws and download photos from our Flickr page at http://www.flickr.com/photos/usfwshq
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