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Abstract

Michigan Sea Grant organized an 

educational public meeting to raise 

awareness of sturgeon rehabilitation 

opportunities in southwest Michigan.  Sub-

sequently, the newly-formed Kalamazoo 

River Sturgeon for Tomorrow, New Richmond 

Chapter was provided with materials and 

expertise necessary to participate in 

sampling for sturgeon eggs.  Efforts in 2008 

did not result in the capture of sturgeon eggs 

from the Kalamazoo River, but did serve the 

purpose of engaging and energizing an 

emerging stakeholder group.

Figure 1. As a component of program evaluation, attendees 

(N=79) at a public meeting were asked to rate justifications for 

sturgeon restoration projects on a scale of 1 (strongly disagree) 

to 5 (strongly agree) following presentations on sturgeon 

population status, non-profit organization contributions to 

sturgeon research and restoration, operation of a streamside 

rearing facility, and the significance of lake sturgeon to 

indigenous peoples, Great Lakes ecology, and local economies.  

Mean response values for 41 survey respondents are presented 

above.  Respondents also reported that their knowledge of lake 

sturgeon ecology and restoration activities increased from 2.5 

to 4.0 on a scale of 1 (very low) to 5 (very high).

Figure 3. Caption in Arial, 36 points, bold. 

Current and Future Activities

Michigan Sea Grant continues to work 

with Kalamazoo River Sturgeon for Tomor-

row and other partner groups on projects 

including:

• Bank Stabilization Planning

• Educational Display Design

• Brochure Development

• Egg and Habitat Sampling 2009
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Kalamazoo River Egg Sampling

Providing volunteers with the opportunity 

to contribute to sampling efforts enabled them 

to use their knowledge of the river to locate 

potential sturgeon spawning sites and 

contribute to research efforts.  Three sites 

were identified by local charter boat captain 

Tony Wolte, who offered the use of his vessel 

for sampling efforts beginning on 11 May and 

ending on 21 May 2008.  No sturgeon eggs 

were collected in 118 sampling days of effort, 

although several thousand eggs of non-target 

species (mostly catostomids) were captured.

Sturgeon restoration is 

important because…

• the lake sturgeon is a threatened species and important component       

of biodiversity………….……………………………..……….……4.7

• the lake sturgeon is a culturally and/or historically important 

species………………………………………………………….…...4.6

• the lake sturgeon has value independent of any human-based values, 

and therefore a right to exist where it was once abundant……….…4.4

• lake sturgeon roe and meat are valuable, and commercial fisheries 

could exist in the distant future……………………………………. 3.3

• the presence of lake sturgeon adds to the perceived value of the

waters they inhabit, increasing people’s awareness of other 

environmental problems and economic benefits….……………..…4.4

• lake sturgeon support popular recreational fisheries in some areas of 

their range, and could eventually support such fisheries in West

Michigan……………………………………………………………3.8

• lake sturgeon viewing can be an important component of eco-

tourism……………………………………..……………………….4.1

• the lake sturgeon is a native bottom-feeding fish that was an  

important component of our Great Lakes ecosystem………..……..4.8

• the lake sturgeon is a native bottom-feeding fish that preys upon 

exotic mussels and gobies………..…………………………………4.1

• I personally would like the opportunity to view sturgeon in West

Michigan……………………………………………………………4.7

Figure 2. Volunteers constructed tube-style egg sampling devices 

(Firehammer et al. 2006) to minimize risk of egg predation and 

sediment deposition.

Non-profit Organization 

Volunteers who participated in the public 

meeting and/or egg sampling organized with 

the assistance of Michigan Sea Grant to form 

the Kalamazoo River Sturgeon for Tomorrow, 

New Richmond Chapter.

Conclusion

Although targeted sturgeon fisheries do 

not exist in southwest Michigan, outreach 

efforts successfully identified, educated, and 

engaged local residents interested in 

contributing to sturgeon rehabilitation.


