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Project Description:
-This project was funded by the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation
-The St. Marys River is a 120 km channel that connects Lake Superior to the lower 
Great Lakes
-320 set line lifts were made between May 15th and August 18th

-72 lake sturgeon were captured
-12 lake sturgeon had a sonic telemetry tag surgically implanted
-50 days were spent tracking between May and October

Capture Date Sonic Tag Floy Tag PIT Tag Total 
Length 

(cm)

Girth 
(cm)

Total Weight 
(kg)

Sex

5/18/2006 72 khz (3-3-6-7) 10324 985120031273389 145.7 56.3 29 Unk

5/24/2006 73 khz (5-7-7-6) 10321 985120031260569 142.4 52.5 16.5 Unk

6/7/2006 70 khz (6-6-6-7) 10315 985120031280986 132.8 50.5 13.5 Male

6/13/2006 72 khz (3-5-4-7) 10325 985120031278417 132 55 16.5 Male

6/15/2006 70 khz (4-7-7-8) T-00005 42343D370C 132.1 55.9 17.5 Unk

6/20/2006 73 khz (4-6-5-6) 10304 985120031270653 139.2 52.7 17 Male

6/23/2006 71 khz (4-4-4-8) 10302 985120031279418 132.1 N/A 15 Male

6/28/2006 71 khz (3-6-5-6) 10311 985120031281139 148.5 54.6 20 Unk

6/29/2006 70 khz (4-6-4-7) 10337 985120031281675 134.6 58.7 18 Male

6/30/2006 71 khz (3-7-4-8) T-00018 4235365736 146.5 62.5 24.5 Female

7/12/2006 72 khz (3-3-3-7) T-00050 422E097759 133.4 54.4 12.5 Unk

8/18/2006 73 khz (5-5-8-8) T-00030 4654366449 160.7 67 29 Female

Data collected from 12 implanted lake sturgeon

Sault Ste. Marie, MI
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The St. Mary’s River contain many channels, islands, 
and bays.

Capture locations of the 12 implanted lake 
sturgeon.

The movement of 4 lake sturgeon (Floy Tag 
numbers T-00018, 10321, 10311, and 10324) 
between May and October.

The movement of 1 lake sturgeon (Floy Tag 
number 10304) between May and October.  
This fish moved down river over 5 miles and 
returned to the north channel of Squirrel Island.
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Biological Science Aid Meghan Kline holding a lake sturgeon.

A sutured incision on the abdomen of a lake sturgeon.

The movement of 6 lake sturgeon (Floy Tag 
numbers T-00050, T-00005, 10325, 10302, 10337, 
and 10315) between May and October.

Squirrel Island

Number of lake sturgeon caught per 10 cm length range.

Conclusions:

-Most lake sturgeon remained relatively close to the 
capture locations

-There were some migrations up and down river from 
the capture locations

-We encountered one ripe male and one ripe female

-Reproduction appears to be taking place, but 
where?

-We hope to identify lake sturgeon spawning habitat 
in subsequent years 
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