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Comprehensive 
Conservation Plan 
Completed

The Comprehensive Conservation 
P l a n  f o r  S w a n  L a k e  N W R  w a s  
approved on February 24, 2011. 

The approved CCP addressed many 
of the concerns voiced by residents and 
others who care about the Refuge. 
These comments were instrumental in 
the development of Alternative 4, which 
is the basis for the CCP. 

This summary gives an overview of 
the Refuge’s  future management 
direction. 

First, Refuge staff and Ser vice 
planners would like to thank everyone 
who took the time to review the Draft 
CCP and write  a  letter  or  e-mai l  
expressing your feelings about the draft 
plan. We did hear a common theme that 
was profoundly satisfying: Swan Lake 
NWR is important to you and plays a 
part in your family. 

 National wildlife refuges exist for 
wildlife, but they are also places where 
people can learn about wildlife, enjoy 
wildlife-dependent recreation, and be 

inspired by nature. Whether they 
supported Refuge management or 
not, all of the comments voiced 
appreciation for   these activities at 
Swan Lake NWR.

Where to See the 
CCP

You can view the full CCP on-line 
at: http://www.fws.gov/midwest/
planning/SwanLake

Paper copies of the CCP are 
avai lable  at  several  l ibrar ies ,  
including:

 Brookfield Public Library

 Carnegie Library

 Carrollton Library

 Hale Library and Museum

 Livingston Public Library

Copies of the plan are also available 
at the Refuge. You can request a copy in 
a variety of ways:

E-mail: SwanLake@fws.gov

Phone: 660/856-3323

Mail: 
Swan Lake NWR
Attention: CCP Request
16194 Swan Lake Avenue
Sumner, MO 64681

The CCP and the 
Refuge Landscape

The objectives and strategies it 
describes were presented for public 
review and comment in September 2010 
as Alternative 4 of the Environmental 
A ss e ss m e n t .  A l t e r n a t i v e  4  w a s  
developed to address the concerns 
expressed about the previous preferred 
a l t e r n a t i v e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  
Environmental Assessment in the 
Draft CCP.

Silver Lake
Many of the people who commented 

on the Draft CCP in June 2010 objected 
to the Refuge’s proposal to manage 
water levels in Silver Lake. Comments 
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urged the Ser vice to wait  for the 
findings of a pending hydrogeomorphic 
s t u d y  b e f or e  c h a n g i n g  w a t er  
management.

The CCP does just that. Objective 1-
1 ,  M a n a g e d  We t l a n d s ,  c a l l s  f o r  
continued study of Silver Lake and area 
hydrology. Objective 1-1 states that any 
adjustments to the management of 
Silver Lake will be based on the results 
of that study. If hydrological studies 
support varying water levels,  the 
R e f u g e  w i l l  m a k e  a d j u s t m e n ts  
incrementally and evaluate the results 
before making additional adjustments. 

Cropland
Over the course of 15 years, the 

amount of cropland on the Refuge will 
slowly be reduced from approximately 
1,400 acres to 400 acres.

Reducing the amount of land in row 
crops has been occurring on refuges 
throughout the Service’s Midwest 
Region for many years. While farming 
is an effective tool for preparing land 
for restoration to natural vegetation, 
national and Midwest Region policy do 
not support maintaining non-native 
plants on refuges over the long term.

Restorat ion  and  the  resu l t ing  
decrease  in  crop  land  wi l l  occur  
gradually. Refuges throughout the 
Midwest have reduced their farming 
programs without creating significant 
increases in wildlife depredation or 
e x pe r i e n c i n g  l o w e r  n u m b er s  o f  
migrating waterfowl.

Eastern Massasauga 
Rattlesnake

The completed CCP does not have 
any objectives or strategies addressing 
the eastern massasauga rattlesnake.

People and the Refuge
Objectives included in the CCP will 

enhance opportunities for wildlife-
dependent recreation and education on 
the Refuge.

The completed CCP includes an 
objective and strategies for beginning 
the process of opening Swan Lake 
NWR to duck and small game hunting. 
Many of the comments we received on 
Alternative 4, which is the basis of the 
completed CCP, asked that the new 
alternative retain the proposal to 
expand hunting opportunities on the 
Refuge.

 Within 10 years of approval of the 
CCP the Refuge proposes to have 
staffed interpretive facilities during 
normal working hours on a year-round 
bas i s ,  and  seasona l ly  have  s ta f f  
available weekends and holidays.  
Within 5 years of Plan approval, the 
R e f u g e  p r op o s es  t o  d e v e l o p  a n  
environmental education site that 
includes an outdoor classroom. Over the 
15-year life of the Plan, the Refuge 
proposes to continue developing the 
Friends group and to provide volunteer 
opportunities totaling at least 1,000 
hours annually.

Under the CCP, the Refuge will 
c o n t i n u e  t o  p r o v i d e  f i s h i n g  
opportunities at Silver Lake, but also 
will continue to collect additional data to 
help develop options for managing the 
water levels in the lake to increase the 
amount of food for migratory birds. 

Vital Statistics
Located in Chariton County near the 

town of Sumner, Swan Lake NWR 
bounds more than 11,000 acres of 
bottomland forest, grasslands, and 
wetlands within the Grand River 
floodplain of north central Missouri. 
Franklin D. Roosevelt established the 
Refuge in 1937 through Executive 
Order. 

 The Refuge is divided into five 
major habitat types: 3,100 acres of 
bottomland hardwoods; 3,050 acres of 
wetlands and moist soil units; 1,365 
acres of croplands; 2,100 acres of open 
water; and 1,250 acres of grasslands. 

Refuge Vision and 
Goals
Refuge Vision

Diverse and abundant wildlife flour-
ishes within a mosaic of grass, trees, 
and wetlands recalling an earlier era 
when the Grand River meandered 
across its broad, open floodplain. Vis-
itors enjoy recreation dependent on 
wildlife and show their appreciation 
by supporting conservation and 
Swan Lake NWR.

 Refuge Management Goals
 Habitat

Wetlands, grasslands, and bottom-
land forests providing habitat for 
migratory birds, threatened and 
endangered species, and other wild-
life within the Grand River flood-
plain.

 Wildlife

Diverse wildlife teeming within 
native habitats of the Grand River 
floodplain.     

 People

Visitors enjoy wildlife-dependent 
recreation and understand the natu-
ral and cultural resources of the Ref-
uge and its role in their conservation.

Raccoon at Swan Lake NWR. Photo Credit: FWS
Swan Lake National Wildlife Refuge
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Desired Future Land Cover, Swan Lake NWR
Swan Lake National Wildlife Refuge
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Future Visitor Facilities, Swan Lake NWR
Swan Lake National Wildlife Refuge
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