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Finding of No Significant Impact

Enwvironmental Assessment and Comprehensive Conservation Plan
for the Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge, Minnesota

An Environmental Assessment (EA) has been prepared to identify management strategies to mest
the conservation poals of Meal Smith National Wildlife Refuge (NWR). The EA examined the
environmental consequences that cach management alternative could have on the quality of the
physical, biclogical, and human environment, as required by the National Environmental Policy
Act of 1969 (NEPA). The EA evaluated four alternatives for the future management of Neal
Smith N'WR,

The alternative selected for implementation on the refuge is Alternative B, This preferred
alternative directs management toward increasing the amount and diversity of native prairie,
savanna, and sedge meadow vegetation on the refuge, and providing the varied habitat structure
needed to support wildlife, especially declining populations of migratory grassland birds, A
3,200-acre expansion of the refuge acquisition boundary will buffer refuge wildlife and habitat
from increasing urban development, and will permit restoraion of more natural water flow and
higher quality habitat through reduction of drainage tile lines under the refuge. New acquisitions
will oceur from willing sellers when funding is available, The preferred allermnative also includes
additional opportunities for refuge visitors to enjoy hunting, wildlife observation and
photography, environmental education, and interpretation.

For reazsons presented above and below, and based on an evaluation of the information contained
in the Environmental Assessment, we have determined that the action of adopting Alternative B
as the management alternative for Neal Smith WWR is not a major federal action which would
significantly affeet the quality of the human environment, within the meaning of Section 102
(2)(c) of the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969,

Additional Reasons:

» Future management actions will have a newtral or positive impact on the local economy.
# This action will not have an adverse impact on threatened or endangered species.
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