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Appendix H: List of Preparers and Contributors 
 
Preparers 
 
The following individuals were members of the core planning team, instrumental in the 
development of this document, and/or made major contributions throughout the planning 
process.  
 
DeSoto and Boyer Chute National Wildlife Refuges Staff 
 

• Tom Cox – Refuge Manager 

• Mindy Sheets – Deputy Refuge Manager 

• Kenneth Block – Visitor Services Manager 

• Michael Ellis – Wildlife Refuge Specialist 

• Ashley Danielson – Visitor Services Specialist 

• Matt Freis – Biological Technician (active through December 2010) 

 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Midwest Regional Office, Division of 
Conservation Planning 
 

• Jared Bowman – Refuge Planner/Wildlife Biologist 

• Mark Hogeboom – Writer/Editor 

 
Contributors 
 
Guidance, contributions, and support of the comprehensive conservation plan were also made 
by the following individuals: 
 

• Luke Wallace – Biologist (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers) 

• Don Doty – Wetland Restoration Specialist (U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Natural 
Resource Conservation Service) 

• Scott Peterson – District Supervisor, SW District (Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources) 

• Tom Welstead – District Manager, Norfolk District (Nebraska Game and Parks 
Commission) 

• Jim Becic – Environmental Coordinator (Papio–Missouri Natural Resources District) 

• John McCarty, Ph.D. – Professor (University of Nebraska, Omaha) 

• Matt Sprenger – Refuge Supervisor, Area 2 (USFWS, Midwest Regional Office, National 
Wildlife Refuge System) 
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• Kevin Foerster – Refuge Supervisor (USFWS, Upper Mississippi River National Wildlife 
and Fish Refuge) 

• Bob Russell – Wildlife Biologist (USFWS, Midwest Regional Office, Division of Migratory 
Birds) 

• Pat Heglund – Regional Chief, Division of Biological Resources (USFWS, Midwest 
Regional Office, NWRS) 

• Maggie O’Connell – Regional Chief, Division of Visitor Services (USFWS, Midwest 
Regional Office, NWRS) 

• Josh Eash – Regional Hydrologist (USFWS, Midwest Regional Office, NWRS) 

• Rick Speer – Assistant Refuge Supervisor (USFWS, Midwest Regional Office, NWRS) 

• James Myster – Regional Archaeologist (USFWS, Midwest Regional Office, NWRS) 

• Kathy Carlyle – Biologist (USFWS, Midwest Division of Biological Resources, NWRS) 

• Tom Larson – Chief, Division of Conservation Planning (USFWS, Midwest Regional 
Office, NWRS) 

• Mary Balogh – Biologist/GIS Specialist, Division of Conservation Planning (USFWS, 
Midwest Regional Office, NWRS) 

• Gabe DeAlessio – Biologist/GIS Specialist, Division of Conservation Planning (USFWS, 
Midwest Regional Office, NWRS) 

• Vince Capeder – Survey Technician (USFWS, Midwest Regional Office, NWRS) 

• Brian Newman – Hydrologist (USFWS, Midwest Regional Office, NWRS) 

 
A special thank you for the support provided by all of the staff at DeSoto and Boyer Chute 
Refuges, all personnel in the Midwest Region’s Division of Conservation Planning, and all 
members of the public who participated in the planning process. 
 




