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This document is the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's (Service) biological opinion per 
Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (Act) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et. 
seq.) U.S. (ESA) regarding our review of issuance of Section lO(a)(l )(A) recovery permits 
to persons conducting surveys, research, and other recovery efforts for the endangered rusty 
patched bumble bee (Bombus affinis).

The action being considered is the take of the rusty patched bumble bee for scientific and 
conservation purposes. Take will occur through the issuance of Section IO(a)(l)(A) permits 
by the Regional Offices in Regions 3, 4, 5 and 6, as applicable. This activity will improve 
our scientific knowledge of the species and promote its conservation. 




















