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  United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

Columbia Ecological Services Field Office
101 Park DeVille Drive, Suite A
Columbia, Missouri  65203-0007
Phone: (573) 234-2132   Fax: (573) 234-2181

December 29, 2003

Mr. Alan T. Teikari

U.S. Department of Transportation

21400 Ridgetop Circle

Sterling, Virginia 20166-6511

ATTN: Mr. Jack Van Dop

Dear Mr. Teikari:

This responds to your letter dated October 23, 2003, regarding the effects of the proposed reconstruction of Forest Highway 51 (Mark Twain National Forest (MTNF)) on species Federally listed, proposed for Federal listing, and candidate species occurring in Washington County, Missouri.

It is our understanding that the proposed roadway would have two 10-foot lanes with 2-foot shoulders with an asphalt surface.  The upgrades would consists of guardrail placement, centerline pavement markings to provide better delineation, signing, and some possible vertical and horizontal curve alterations to provide better sighting distances around curves.  Some clearing of trees may be necessary.

Our data indicates that Indiana bats (Myotis sodalis), gray bats (Myotis grisescens), Hine’s emerald dragonfly (Somatochlora hineana), running buffalo clover (Trifolium stoloniferum), and bald eagles (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) may occur on the Potosi/Fredericktown Ranger District of the MTNF. It is important that you coordinate your biological assessment with the MTNF to ensure all of the effects to listed species are analyzed, in accordance with the June 1999 Programmatic Biological Opinion for the MTNF. 
If you have any questions regarding our response or if you need additional information, please contact Theresa Davidson at (417) 683-4428 ext. 113.







Sincerely,

Charles M. Scott 







Field Supervisor

cc: 
Ms. Katherine W. Stuart, District Ranger, Potosi-Fredericktown Ranger District, Mark Twain National Forest, P.O. Box 188, Potosi, Missouri 63664


Theresa Davidson, FWS, Ava, MO
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