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Candidate Conservation 
Agreements with Assurances

• To voluntarily conserve...
• 'At-risk species

• Candidate species

• Proposed species
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National 
Listing 
Workplan –
2021-2025



For which species can 
we develop CCAAs?

• Generalized 
Description of Listing 
Process

National Listing 
Work Plan

Species Status 
Assessments

Listing Not  
Warranted

Listing 
Warranted

Proposed Rule to 
List (Proposed 

Species)

Endangered Threatened

Candidate 
Species



For which species can 
we develop CCAAs?

• Proposed Species

St. Francis River Crayfish, Photo by Chris Lukhaup
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For which species can 
we develop CCAAs?

• Proposed Species
• Candidate Species
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For which species can 
we develop CCAAs?

• Candidate Species
• Proposed Species
• Species that may 

become candidates 
or proposed species 
('at risk species')
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For which species 
can we develop 
CCAAs?
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For which species 
can we develop 
CCAAs?
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National Listing Workplan – Midwest Taxa



Candidate Conservation Agreements with Assurances
Encourage voluntary conservation before listing



Goals of FWS Candidate 
Conservation Program

1. Avoid the need to list



Endangered 
Species Act 
Definitions

• Endangered – in danger of 
extinction

• Threatened – likely to become 
endangered within the 
foreseeable future



Goals of FWS Candidate 
Conservation Program

1. Avoid the need to list

2. List species as threatened 
instead of endangered.



Endangered 
Species – All 
Prohibitions 
Apply
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Threatened 
Species - Can 
Apply Special 
Rules
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Endangered vs. 
Threatened

Photo by Andrew Horton, USFWS Photo by Tamara Smith, USFWS



Goals of FWS Candidate 
Conservation Program

1. Avoid the need to list

2. List species as 
threatened instead of 
endangered

3. Accelerate recovery after 
listing.



Goals of 
Candidate 
Conservation
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Criteria for FWS 
Involvement

1. Address key threats under 
property owner's control
• Including anticipated likely future 

threats

2. Net conservation benefit to 
the species
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The Gazette (Cedar Rapids, IA)



Measuring Net 
Conservation Benefit

Photo by Wes Gibbs

The Gazette (Cedar Rapids, IA)

1) Increased species abundance 
or habitat improvement

- minus -

2) Adverse effects

= 3) Net Conservation Impact



Incentives for landowners?

The Gazette (Cedar Rapids, IA)



Regulatory Assurances



CCAAs – Develop & Implement 
Conservation Plans



CCAAs – Develop & Implement 
Conservation PlansClick to add text
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Safe Harbor 
Agreements

Photo by Kim Mitchell, USFWS



Safe Harbor 
Agreements
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Challenges 
& Opportunities

• Programmatic Agreements

• Umbrella Agreements
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Effects to Other 
Listed Species 
and Critical 
Habitats



National 
Historic 
Preservation 
Act



Monitoring for 
Effectiveness 
and 
Compliance



Questions?

phil_delphey@fws.gov

Wood turtle, Carnegie Museum of Natural History


