
 

 

  

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Comprehensive Conservation 
Plan Completed 
 
The Comprehensive Conservation Plan (CCP) for 
Big Stone National Wildlife Refuge (NWR, Refuge) 
was approved on September 26, 2012, 
completing a planning process that began in 
2008. The draft CCP was released for public 
review and comment in May 2012.  
 
The completed CCP describes goals, objectives, 
and strategies that will guide Refuge 
management for the next 15 years and will 
ensure that the Refuge fulfills its established 
purposes and contributes to the mission of the 
National Wildlife Refuge System (Refuge System). 
 
Throughout the comprehensive conservation 
planning process, many people contributed time 
and ideas to make this a better document. We 
are grateful to everyone who cared enough 
about Big Stone NWR and its future to participate 
in this planning effort. Through your 
participation, you contributed to improving habitat for waterfowl, grassland birds, and other wildlife 
that depend on the prairie pothole ecosystem. We will continue to welcome your input. 
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Where to See the CCP 
 
You can view and download the full CCP at: http://www.fws.gov/midwest/planning/BigStoneNWR/ 
 
We will send you a CD or paper copy of the CCP on request through either of the following: 
 

• Email:  r3planning@fws.gov (Please enter “Big Stone CCP” in the subject line.) 

• Mail/Telephone: Big Stone NWR; 44843 County Road 19; Odessa, MN 56276/ (320) 273-2191 
 

Refuge Background 
 
Big Stone NWR is located 
along the Minnesota River 
in west-central Minnesota 
near Odessa and 
Ortonville and includes 
portions of the river and 
its floodplain. Present 
refuge management is 
focused on maintaining 
and restoring native 
prairie, wetland 
management, and 
providing a variety of 
wildlife-dependent 
recreation. 
 
The Refuge is open to 
hunting, fishing, wildlife 
observation, photography, 
cross-country skiing, 
snowshoeing, hiking, 
canoeing and boating, and bicycling on trails. 
 
Big Stone NWR's 11,586 acres habitats vary from native prairie, riparian woodlands, and wetlands to 
large impoundments and dry, granite outcrops.  
 
Big Stone NWR is primarily a grassland system with an interesting prairie-floodplain woodland 
transition. While the refuge still has 1,700 acres of native prairie, restored grasslands make up the 
majority of the upland acres. Riparian woodlands dominate along the Minnesota River corridor within 
the northwest portion of the Refuge as well as along the Yellow Bank River corridor, with scattered trees 
found in prairie coulees and surrounding wetlands.  
 
A unique visual and geological feature of the Refuge is the lichen covered granite outcrops for which the 
Refuge was named. Most of the granite outcrops are highly visible from the entrance to and along the 
Auto Tour Route near Ortonville, Minnesota.  The State endangered ball cactus is found on these 

Location of Big Stone NWR 

http://www.fws.gov/midwest/planning/BigStoneNWR/
mailto:r3planning@fws.gov
http://www.fws.gov/midwest/bigstone
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outcrops. The only known population of this cactus in Minnesota is located in the Minnesota River Valley 
of Big Stone and Lac qui Parle Counties.  
 

Refuge Vision 
 
As part of the comprehensive conservation planning process the Refuge staff crafted a vision statement. 
The vision focuses on what will be different in the future and captures the essence of what we are trying 
to do and why. 
 
The Refuge is a rich mosaic of native grasses and wildflowers, prairie wetlands, granite outcrops, and 
wooded river bottoms where wildlife abounds and visitors experience and treasure native tallgrass 
prairie heritage. 
 

Refuge Goals 
 
Habitat Goal 
 
Big Stone NWR will actively restore, manage, and protect diverse native communities of tallgrass prairie, 
wetland, riparian, and granite outcrop habitats to enhance the vitality and health of the natural 
environment. 
 
Wildlife Goal 
 
Big Stone NWR will enhance and maintain habitats for biologically diverse and abundant populations of 
native fish and wildlife associated with healthy refuge environments. 
 
People Goal 
 
Big Stone NWR will provide a variety of wildlife-dependent recreational and educational opportunities 
for visitors to experience and treasure native tallgrass prairie heritage, ecological processes, and cultural 
resources. 
 

What the CCP Calls For 
 
The CCP is a detailed document that describes the 
rationale behind management direction 
throughout the life of the plan. The three goals for 
Big Stone NWR, noted above, are followed by 
objectives, which are specific statements that 
describe management intent. Each objective 
includes a list of potential strategies—the specific 
actions, tools, and techniques required to fulfill the 
objective. 
 
Below is an overview of what we expect to 
accomplish through this plan.  See chapter 4 of the 

American White Pelicans; Photo by John Jave 



October 2012 / Big Stone NWR Comprehensive Conservation Plan 

4 

CCP for a full description of the three goals, 18 objectives, and 21 potential strategies. 
 
Habitat 

• Improve riverine habitat for plants, wildlife, and fish by restoring the natural alignment, channel 
capacity, and meander relationships on approximately five miles of the upper portion of the 
Minnesota River within the Refuge. 

• Improve water quality within the Minnesota River and tributaries on or immediately upstream 
of the Refuge to move towards compliance with Environmental Protection Agency and 
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency standards. 

• Maintain the existing amount (about 1,700 acres) of remnant prairie with a structurally diverse 
native plant community having less than 5 percent areal coverage of woody vegetation, and 
maintain the existing amount of restored grassland (about 500 acres), and increase it by 1,100 
acres.  

Wildlife 
• Annually provide waterfowl production habitat to support up to 120 Mallard breeding pairs on 

Refuge wetlands. 
• Increase the Bobolink breeding population of 194 pairs (current estimate) within the Refuge 

grassland habitats by 20 percent throughout the life of the plan. 
People 

• Increase public understanding of currently 
available access for wildlife observation 
and photography. 

• Review existing hunting opportunities and, 
where appropriate, increase and/or 
improve access and hunting opportunities 
with emphasis on youth and hunters with 
disabilities. 

• Provide visitors with clear information so 
they can easily determine where they can 
go, what they can do, and how to safely 
and ethically engage in recreational and 
educational activities on the Refuge. 

 

Who We Are 
 

The Refuge is administered by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, the primary federal agency 
responsible for conserving, protecting, and 
enhancing the nation’s fish and wildlife 
populations and their habitats. The Service 
oversees the enforcement of federal wildlife laws, 
management and protection of migratory bird 
populations, restoration of nationally significant 
fisheries, administration of the Endangered 
Species Act, and the restoration of wildlife habitat 
such as wetlands. The Service also manages the 
National Wildlife Refuge System, which was 

Welcome to Big Stone NWR 

Wildlife viewing at Big Stone NWR 
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founded in 1903 when President Theodore Roosevelt designated Pelican Island in Florida as a sanctuary 
for Brown Pelicans. 
 
Today, the Refuge System is a network of more than 550 refuges covering over 150 million acres.  Most 
of these public lands and waters (over 80 percent) are in Alaska.  Approximately 16 million acres are 
located in the lower 48 states and several island territories. Overall, the Refuge System provides habitat 
for more than 5,000 species of birds, mammals, fish, and insects. Refuges also provide unique 
opportunities for people. When it is compatible with wildlife and habitat conservation, they are places 
where people can enjoy wildlife-dependent recreation such as hunting, fishing, wildlife observation and 
photography, and environmental education and interpretation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The mission of the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service is working with others to conserve, protect, and enhance 
fish and wildlife and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people. 
 
The mission of the National Wildlife Refuge System is to administer a national network of lands and 
waters for the conservation, management and, where appropriate, restoration of the fish, wildlife and 
plant resources and their habitats within the United States for the benefit of present and future 
generations of Americans. 
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