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Additional Assembly Required

Remember the old adage
“Be careful what you wish for”?

About a year ago, members of our
friends group (Friends of the
Upper Mississippi Fishery Services -
aka, FUMFS) and | wished for a
large, attractive
aquarium to serve
as the focal exhibit
for visitors
(especially children)
here at our recently refurbished
office building in Onalaska.
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Then late in December
of 2011, like children
looking for presents
under a Christmas tree, we were
excited to find our wish come true
when FUMFS received a generous
grant from the Paul E. Stry Foun-
dation to purchase and set-up a
new, 720-gallon, acrylic
display aquarium.

Thus in June 2012, |
made a 600-mile round-
trip drive to Starbuck, Minnesota.
Here | took delivery of a new
aquarium, stand, filter system, and
cabinet, all fabricated to our speci-
fications by Chris Boelke, owner of
Midwest Custom Aquarium.

What's

LRSS
Inside?

Record
Broken
Page 2

Volume 11, Issue 1 January 2013

By Mark Steingraelier

Like a mid-summer Santa Claus

whose sleigh was full, | departed

for home with a
heavily loaded
truck and trailer,
but not before Chris versed me in
the planned design of the aquari-
um, made several wise sugges-
tions, and gave me a pencil sketch
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for the yet to be completed plumb-
ing system. After all, like most
really good Christmas presents,
additional assembly was required.

The shipment was carefully unloaded
and placed in temporary (5-month)
storage while renovations were made
to accommodate the planned display
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By mid-November, after a team of
professionals
moved the
mammoth
structure into
the visitor center without incident,
the real work of assembling this
202 cubic-foot jig saw puzzle of an
aquarium (with several missing
pieces) was about to begin for me.

Between then and now, when |
wasn't on holiday, most of my
time at work (and some of it at
home) was spent much like an elf
in Santa’s workshop, planning and
building a subfloor that now an-
chors three
pumps, four
filtration sys-
tems, and 40+
feet of PVC
plumbing into a compact space.

Yet to come, before fish call the
aquarium home, is setting up the
interior with suitable substrates, as
well as testing the mechanical sys-
tems. And while I'm not too fond
of assembling gifts, this

has been one challenging

present that I've really

enjoyed putting together!
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Turn-in Breaks Annual Record o -

During the past year, the La
Crosse FWCO took posses-
sion of 39 unwanted hobby
fish that ultimately were
euthanized. All had earlier
been turned-in at the
Marineland Pet Center in
Onalaska, Wisconsin, by pet
owners who no longer
could care for these animals.

This total set a new annual
record and represented a
four-fold increase over the
mean number of fish annual-
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partnership program has
prevented the potential re-
lease of 92 unwanted pet
fish (and an unknown num-
ber of fish disease patho-
gens) into Coulee Region
surface waters.
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Continued outreach to in-
crease public awareness of
potentially problematic spe-
cies of fish sold as pets, and
acceptable alternatives to
the release of these animals
in the wild,
remains a

ly relinquished to us. Since
its inception in 2006, the
unique FWCO-Marineland

Cabin Fever Reliever

Make plans now to relieve
the seasonal symptoms of
cabin fever

Come to the Boat, Sports, Travel,
and RV Show, Thursday through
Sunday, February 7 -10,
at the La Crosse Center

Visit us at the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
display booth near the main entrance
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At least eight different species, including the first piranha, were
among the record 39 fish brought to Marineland in 2012 by
owners who could no longer care for these pets
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Nick Bloomfield was recently converted
from a temporary to a permanentfishery

By Scatt Yess
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Nick worked his way into a permanent
position this fall when he was hired as

biologist for the La Crosse Fish
and Wildlife Conservation Office.
(FWCO). First hired to assist with
field work and maintenance, he
came to us from lllinois in 2011
with high recommendations from

the stations’ newest fishery biol-
ogist. Though his main empha-
sis will continue to be exotic
species work, he will also assist
our staff with numerous other
projects.

supervisors and co-workers there.

Nick has since worked on a variety of
aquatic resource projects including:
exotic species surveillance, population
assessments on tribal and public waters,
collections for the La Crosse Fish Health
Center, and numerous outreach events.

We are pleased to have Nick join the

La Crosse FWCO as a permanent
member our team. Join us

in congratulating Nick

when you get the chance. ——— ——
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USFWS

Friends of the Upper Mississippi Fishery Services & U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

January 26th - Kids Ice Fishing Clinic - 6Genoa NFH
8:30 am — 12:30 pm

Equipment Available

USFWS

Lunch Provided
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