


SCOPING WORKSHEET
INDIANA BAT AND NORTHERN LONG-EARED BAT 
RANGE-WIDE PROGRAMMATIC INFORMAL CONSULTATION 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Complete the following steps to determine whether a project is within the scope of the range-wide programmatic informal consultation and to identify potential project effects on either the Indiana bat or Northern long-eared bat. The following information is needed to complete this form: project scope (including any construction methods to be used), project location, habitat characterization, completed survey results, and Avoidance and Minimization Measures (AMMs) to be included in the project.
STEP 1:   PROGRAMMATIC SCOPE (Users Guide p. 3) 
If answers to any of these questions are “yes”, the project is NOT covered by the range-wide programmatic informal consultation.  Proceed no further in completing this worksheet. Separate consultation with the appropriate Service field office is necessary. If answers to all of the questions are “no”, proceed with Step 2 of this Worksheet.
	
	Yes
	No

	1. Will the project construct a new road corridor (new alignment, not minor realignments)?
	
	

	2. Will project activities impact suitable forest habitat for bats > 100 feet from existing road/rail surfaces at any time of year (unless summer bat Presence/Probable Absence (P/A) surveys are negative)? 
	
	

	3. Will the project raise the road profile above the tree canopy within 1,000 feet of known summer habitat (based on documented roosts and/or captures)?
	
	

	4. Is the project within 0.5 mile of hibernacula (including Indiana bat critical habitat) and 1) include construction activities extending outside the existing road/rail surface or 2) include construction activities wholly within the existing road/rail service but include percussive or other activities that increase noise above existing traffic/background levels?
	
	

	5. Will the project clear suitable forest habitat at any distance from a road during the active season[footnoteRef:1] for bats (unless summer bat P/A surveys are negative)?    [1:  Coordinate with the local Service field office for active season dates.] 

	
	

	6. Will the project remove documented roosts or foraging areas/travel corridors (based on radio telemetry) at any time of year or remove trees within 0.25 miles of documented roosts at any time of year? 
	
	

	7. Bridge Projects at any time of year:
(a) Will the project remove a bridge with bat colonies known to be roosting under the bridge?   
(b)  Will the project modify a bridge with bat colonies known to be roosting under the bridge so that it is no longer suitable for roosting?  
	
	

	8. Will bridge or structure maintenance activities likely disturb bats while bats are documented to be present?  
	
	



STEP 2:  POTENTIAL PROJECT EFFECTS  
No Effect (NE) (User’s Guide p. 4)  
If answers to any of the criteria below are “yes” the project will have “No Effect” on the Indiana bat and/or NLEB. Stop here. Document “no effect” on the Project Submittal Form (Appendix B of the User Guide) and retain for your files.  No coordination with the Service is required.  If answers to any of the criteria below are “no”, proceed with this Worksheet. 

	Check “NA” if the project will not involve the listed activity or condition.

	Yes
	No
	N/A

	1. Is the project(s) outside the species range, based on USFWS IPaC database?
	
	
	

	2. Is the project inside the range and outside 0.5 mile of hibernacula, but no suitable summer habitat is present (e.g., high-density urban area or non-forested areas)?  
	
	
	

	3. Are all project activities  (anywhere, including within 0.5 miles of hibernacula) conducted completely within the existing road/rail surface and do not involve percussive or other activities that increase noise above existing traffic/background levels, such as blasting, use of pile drivers, rock drills, or hoe rams?  
	
	
	

	4. Does the project involve maintenance, alteration, or demolition of bridge/structures and the results of a bridge assessment indicate no signs of bats? 
	
	
	

	5. Does the project consist of non-construction activities (e.g., bridge assessment, property inspections, property sales, property easements, and equipment purchases? 
	
	
	



May Affect (MA) (User’s Guide page 4)
If the answer to each of the criteria below is “true”, assume the presence of Indiana bat and/or NLEB.  Proceed with this Worksheet. 
	
	True
	False

	1. Project is in range of species, and
	
	

	2. Suitable habitat is present (for foraging, roosting, traveling, hibernating, swarming, nursing or other bat activities), and
	
	

	3. No bat surveys have been conducted or surveys are positive for presence of Indiana bat or NLEB.
	
	



If the answers to any of the criteria below are “yes” the project “May Affect” the Indiana bat and/or NLEB. Proceed with Step 3 of this Worksheet. 

	Does the project action involve any of the following activities?   

	Yes
	No
	Unknown

	1. Tree removal within suitable habitat
	
	
	

	2. Percussive activities that will increase noise above existing traffic/background levels (e.g., blasting, use of pile drivers, rock drills, or hoe rams)
	
	
	

	3. Increased lighting, either temporary or permanent (e.g., construction lighting or permanent lighting installation as part of project)
	
	
	

	4. Smoke/heat associated with burning brush piles  
	
	
	

	5. Impacts to water bodies/wetlands where suitable bat habitat is present (e.g., piping a section of stream) 
	
	
	

	6. Bridge or structure maintenance, repair or replacement at sites with bat activity
	
	
	



STEP 3: AVOIDANCE AND MINIMIZATION MEASURES (User’s Guide page 5-6)

The next sets of questions will step through the process for determining whether a project “May Affect, but is Not Likely to Adversely Affect” the Indiana bat and/or NLEB.  Avoidance and Minimization Measures (AMM’s) may be required.  
May Affect, Not Likely to Adversely Affect (NLAA) 
If answers to any of the questions below are “Yes”, the project “May Affect, but is Not Likely to Adversely Affect” the Indiana bat and/or NLEB, and IS covered by the range-wide programmatic informal consultation. AMM’s are not required for these activities. Document on the Project Submittal Form (Appendix B of the User Guide). If answers to any of these questions are “No” or “Unknown”, proceed with this worksheet. 

	Do any of the conditions below describe the project?  

	Yes
	No
	Unknown

	1. Project is inside the range and in or near suitable habitat, but with negative bat P/A surveys.  *If no bat surveys have been performed check “no” - presence of bats is to be assumed and AMM’s will be required. 
	
	
	

	2. Work activities will be conducted completely within the existing road/rail surface and involve percussive activities such as blasting and use of pile drivers, rock drills, or hoe rams. 
	
	
	

	3. Work activities will take place in areas  that contain suitable forested habitat,  but no tree removal or habitat alteration will occur (e.g., landscaping rest areas, mowing, brush removal, sign or guardrail replacement, storm water management).
	
	
	

	4. No slash pile burning will occur. 
	
	
	

	5. Wetland or stream protection activities associated with mitigation that do not clear suitable habitat.
	
	
	



May Affect, Not Likely to Adversely Affect - AMMs Required 
For the actions below, site-specific AMM(s) may be required to make the project NLAA for either bat species.  If there is an applicable AMM, it MUST be implemented for the project to be eligible for use within the range-wide programmatic informal consultation.  If an AMM listed below is not applicable (based on the type of action/effect), document why it is not applicable.  For some projects, additional project-specific AMM(s) not listed below may be needed.  If such additional AMM(s) are implemented, document them.
	

	Yes
	No

	TREE REMOVAL

Will the project remove trees that are suitable maternity, roosting, foraging, or traveling habitat for Indiana Bat or NLEB?  If “No”, proceed to next activity. 

	
	

	1. Will tree removal at any time of year occur entirely within 100 feet of existing road surface? (Note: If “no”, this action is not covered under the range-wide programmatic Informal consultation. Proceed no further with worksheet. Separate consultation with the appropriate Service field office is necessary.)  
	
	

	2. Will documented roosts or foraging habitat (based on radio telemetry) be removed at any time of year?   (Note:  If “yes”, this action is not covered under the range-wide programmatic informal consultation. Proceed no further with worksheet. Separate consultation with the appropriate Service field office is necessary.) 
	
	

	3.    Will trees be removed within 0.25 miles of documented roosts at any time of year? (Note:  If “yes”, this action is not covered under the range-wide programmatic informal consultation. Proceed no further with worksheet. Separate consultation with the appropriate Service field office is necessary.)
	
	

	Unless current surveys document that the species are not present, all of the AMMs listed below will be applied, unless not relevant (e.g., no bridge work will occur). Indicate on the project submittal form which of the following tree removal AMMs will be implemented. 
	
	

	TREE REMOVAL AMM 1:  Modify all phases/aspects of project (e.g. temporary work areas, alignments) to avoid tree removal in excess of what is required to implement project safely.  (Note:  If this cannot be applied, project can still be MANLAA as long as removal is in winter and avoids known roosts.)
	
	

	TREE REMOVAL AMM 2: Apply time of year restrictions for tree removal when bats are not likely to be present.  
	
	

	TREE REMOVAL AMM 3:  Ensure tree removal is limited to that specified in project plans.  Install bright orange flagging/fencing prior to any tree clearing to ensure contractors stay within clearing limits.  Ensure that contractors understand the clearing limits and how they are marked in the field. 
	
	

	TREE REMOVAL AMM 4: Avoid cutting down documented bat roosts that are still suitable for roosting or documented foraging habitat at any time of year. Avoid cutting down trees within 0.25 miles of documented roosts at any time of year. Ensure that suitable roosts remain on the landscape rather than focusing on general forest loss. 
	
	


*Note:  “Trees” refers to trees that are suitable habitat for each species. 
	LIGHTING

	Yes
	No

	1. Will the project involve the use of lighting during construction? If “No”, proceed to next activity.  
	
	

	2. Will the project action install permanent lighting? If “No”, proceed to next activity.
	
	

	If the answer to either of above is “yes”, indicate on the project submittal form which lighting AMM’s will be implemented.
	
	

	LIGHTING AMM 1:  Direct temporary lighting away from suitable habitat during construction.  
	
	

	LIGHTING AMM 2: Use downward-facing, full cut-off lens lights, and direct lighting away from suitable habitat when installing new or replacing existing permanent lights. 
	
	





	BRIDGE MAINTENANCE, ALTERATION OR REMOVAL  

	Yes
	No

	Does the project involve bridge maintenance, removal or other alteration?  If “No”, proceed to next activity.
	
	

	Unless current surveys or inspections document that the species are not present, the AMMs listed below will be applied, as appropriate.  Indicate on the project submittal form which of the following AMMs will be implemented. 
	
	

	BRIDGE AMM 1:  Perform any bridge repair, retrofit, maintenance, and/or rehabilitation work outside of the active season.[footnoteRef:2]   [2:  Coordinate with the local Service field office for active season dates.] 

	
	

	BRIDGE AMM 2:  Bridge repair, retrofit, maintenance, and/or rehabilitation work outside of pup season (June 1 – July 31) will occur in the evening while the bats are feeding, starting one hour after sunset, and ending one hour before daylight excluding the hours between 10 pm and midnight.  Lighting must be kept localized (See lighting AMM). 
	
	

	BRIDGE AMM 3:  If bridge repair, retrofit, maintenance, and/or rehabilitation work alters the bridge during the inactive season, then ensure suitable roosting sites remain after any bridge work.  Suitable roosting sites may be incorporated into the design of a new bridge.  
	
	



	STRUCTURE (ARTIFICIAL ROOSTS)  MAINTENANCE, ALTERATION OR REMOVAL  

	Yes
	No

	Does the project involving any artificial roost such as a building, barn, shed, mobile home, telephone poles or other structure?
	
	

	Unless current surveys or inspections document that the species are not present, the AMMs listed below will be applied, as appropriate.  Indicate on the project submittal form which of the following AMMs will be implemented.
	
	

	STRUCTURE AMM 1:   If the goal of the project is to exclude bats, coordinate with the local Service field office.  
	
	

	STRUCTURE AMM 2:  Perform any maintenance and/or repair work outside of the active season.  
	
	

	STRUCTURE AMM 3:  If maintenance and/or repair work will be performed during the active season, determine if work will occur in an area with roosting bats.  If so, coordinate with the local Service field office. If bat activity or signs of frequent bat activity are observed, avoid work or install bat exclusions or similar structure alteration during the active season, unless there are concerns about human health/safety/property and coordinate with the local USFWS Field Office and a nuisance wildlife control officer.
	
	

	STRUCTURE AMM 4:  If bat activity or signs of frequent bat activity are observed, avoid structure removal unless there are concerns about human health/safety/property and coordinate with the local Service field office and a nuisance wildlife control officer.
	
	



A project that involves these activities and implements all applicable AMMs “May Affect, but is not likely to Adversely Affect” the Indiana bat and/or NLEB.  With the implementation of the applicable AMMs, the project IS covered by the range-wide programmatic informal consultation. Document on the Project Submittal Form (Appendix B of the User Guide).
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