










United States Department of the Interior 
 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE, REGION 1 
Cultural Resources Team 
20555 SW Gerda Lane 

Sherwood, Oregon 97140 
503-625-4377 (fax 503-625-4887) 

 
    IN REPLY REFER TO: 
    16 December 2009 

 
 
To:  Michelle Workman 
  Program: Stockton FWO - Fisheries 
  Funding: CVPIA 
 
From:  Virginia Parks, Cultural Resources Team,  

on behalf of Anan Raymond, Regional Archaeologist 
 
Subject: Section 106 compliance:  Merced River Ranch Floodplain and 

Channel Restoration 
 
Thank you for requesting the assistance of the Cultural Resources Team (CRT) in achieving 
compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) for the above 
project. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) is providing funding through the Central 
Valley Project Improvement Act (CVPIA) to rehabilitate historic floodplain habitat for fish and 
wildlife benefits on the Merced River Ranch property, Merced County, California (Snelling 
USGS 7.5’ quad, T5S, 14E, S12). 

 
The documents you provided describing the project activities included an archaeological 
survey report prepared by a cultural resource contractor (URS 2006). Received in our office on 
11 December 2009, the report was conducted specifically to meet the cultural resources 
requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the National 
Environmental Protection Act (NEPA). While it was not prepared specifically to meet the 
requirements of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), the report notes 
that “since Federal and California State evaluation criteria for cultural resources are generally 
consistent, the assessment is also consistent with Section 106 of the NHPA” (URS 2006: 1-2). 
We generally concur with this characterization with the stipulation that any cultural resource 
identification effort conducted meets the Secretary of Interior’s professional standards. After a 
review of the URS survey report, we have determined that it does meet the Secretary of 
Interior’s standards. 

 
 We reviewed the information provided in the Request for Cultural Resources Compliance 
(RCRC) and the survey report in relation to the terms of our Programmatic Agreement (PA) 
with the state of California. 
 
Based on the nature and location of the activities, “Appendix A” applies to: 
 
Merced River Ranch Floodplain and Channel Restoration 
 
An Appendix A determination indicates that the FWS has evaluated the potential impact of the 
proposed project on cultural resources at the location listed, and we do not anticipate that the 



project would affect or impact cultural resources. In this instance, our determination is also 
supported by the negative results of the survey conducted by URS. Though the survey did 
identify the presence of dredger tailings associated with the operations of Snelling Gold 
Dredging Company from 1932 through 1952 in the project area, the report notes: “The dredger 
tailings do not appear to be eligible for inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places 
(NRHP) or the California Register of Historic Places (CRHP). As such, no mitigation measures 
are required prior to beginning work on the project.” (URS 2006: 1-1).  
 
We concur with the report’s negative findings as well as the characterization of the APE as 
highly altered due to extensive past dredging activities which extended to bedrock (up to 20’ 
below surface) and likely obliterated any subsurface deposits that may have been present 
(URS 2006: 3-1).  
 
No further cultural resource identification effort is necessary for the project. However, the 
existence of cultural resources cannot be predicted with certainty. Please be aware that 
cultural resources are protected by all applicable federal and state laws. In the event that 
cultural resources are discovered during project implementation, any ground disturbing activity 
should be halted and the FWS Regional Archaeologist should be notified at the above address. 
If the planned activities change, please let us know.  
 
Please note that the project will be reported to the State Historic Preservation Office in its 
annual report at the end of the fiscal year under the terms of the PA.  
 
Reference: 
URS (URS Corporation).  
2006  Merced River Ranch channel floodplain restoration: Cultural resources survey. 

Prepared for Stillwater Sciences, Berkeley, California. 
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Figure 1. USGS 7.5' map (Snelling Quad) showing Area of Potential Effects (APE)
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Figure 2. Aerial photo of APE.
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Figure 3. Aerial photo with sketch plan of project activities.
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Figure 4. Cultural resources survey map (URS 2006)
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Figure 5. Cover page from URS Survey report (2006).










































