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WONDERFUL THINGS 

The collection from the Steamboat Bertrand is being prepared for use in a 
celebration of the 150

th
 anniversary of the Steamboat’s sinking. Look for 

updates in 2015!! 

Work Progresses on a Bertrand Traveling Exhibit!! More to come soon! 

 

What’s New at HQ? 
 
OSM Cultural Resources Workshop 
 
The Office of Surface Mining (OSM) hosted a 3 day (June 
23-25, 2015) Cultural Resources workshop in Pittsburgh, 
Pa.  The course reviewed OSM compliance with Section 
106 of the National Historic Preservation Act.  I was asked 
to serve as one of the instructors for the class (actually my 
2nd time, I was also involved with the 2014 OSM 
training).  Training, like this class, offers a great opportunity 
for agencies to collaborate and share experiences and 
perspectives on topics and responsibilities that cut across 
all of Government.  I was able to effectively interact and 
instruct participants from a wide array of State and Federal 
programs who had no connection to FWS Lands. That's 
because Section 106 compliance is not the purview of any 
single agency, but is a responsibility for all federal 
agencies and for many State agencies that either have a 
federal nexus with the law or that comply via their own 
cultural resource statutes.   
 
Collaboration helps small cultural resources staffs to take 
advantage of content from much larger programs; it can 
help augment subject matter expertise, and can serve the 
resource by putting preservation information and tools into 

the hands of on-the-ground personnel in an efficient and 
cost effective manner.  
 
By: Eugene Marino 
 

 
Around the Regions…. 
 
Region 4 
Excavation at Byrd Hammock, St. Marks NWR, Florida  

The combined efforts of federal, state, local, and non-profit 
groups to protect the valuable cultural resources at Byrd 
Hammock led to fruition when the site was acquired by the 

 

 
 

Students from the OSM class during their field day at 
Meadowcroft Rockshelter in Avella, Pa.  Students were given 
a tour of the rockshelter and a first-hand look at the strata that 
preserved over 12,000 years of history 
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St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge. Byrd Hammock is 
significant because it contains two separate villages that 
are representative of different cultures, located within 100 
yards of each other. The earliest village is an example of 
Swift Creek Culture (200-650AD) while the other village is 
representative of Weeden Island culture (650-900AD), 
indicating a cultural shift occurring around 650AD.   

 

 

(Photo: Joe Rondone/DemocratS) 
 

Excavation at Byrd Hammock began in the fall and was led 
by Mike Russo, National Park Service Archeologist and 
Division Head, and involved numerous other NPS 
archeologists, volunteers, and students from Florida State 
University and Louisiana State University. In addition to the 
ceramics, oyster shells, animal bones, and lithic projectile 
points uncovered at the site, the archeologists also found 
distinct soil discolorations. These soil features are evidence 
of house post holes, cooking and midden pits, and burial 
mounds which allowed the archeologists to reconstruct the 
layout of the village. The evidence indicates that the 
houses were arranged in a semi-circle around a plaza. 
Russo believes that the lighter soil present in the open end 
of the semi-circle indicates that it lacked semi-permanent 
structures, and therefore it was most likely occupied by 
visitors attending ceremonies in the village.   

Despite the similarities in the layouts of the villages, the 
Weeden Island and Swift Creek Cultures had different 
burial practices and ceramic styles. The Swift Creek culture 
stamped their ceramic vessels with a patterned wooden 
paddle and buried their dead with non-local burial items 
(such as copper, mica, and galena) and scattered ceramic 
pots with the bottoms broken off throughout their burial 
mounds. The Weeden Island culture incised their ceramics, 
often times with animal designs, or formed their vessels into 
the shape of an animal. They also buried their dead with 

ceramic vessels specifically made for burial purposes. 
Russo suggests that these cultural differences represent an 
adoption of new social and religious practices by the same 
group of people, rather than the result of new people 
coming to the area.  

Regardless of the interpretation, it is clear that Byrd 
Hammock holds incredible research potential and is a 
valuable cultural resource to all of the individuals, groups, 
and agencies that worked to protect it. 

For more information, contact Rick Kanaski. 

 

Other Agency News 

 
FY 2016 Historic Preservation Appropriations and 
Amendments to NHPA  

The National Historic Preservation Amendments Act (H.R. 
2817) was introduced on June 17th at the legislative briefing 
session on Capitol Hill. Speakers included representatives 
from the Department of the Interior, the National 
Conference of State Historic Preservation Officers, and the 
National Association of Tribal Historic Preservation Officers. 
This bill (H.R. 2817) would reauthorize the Historic 
Preservation Fund for another 10 years.  

On June 18th, the House Appropriations Committee 
reported on the Interior Appropriations bill (H.R. 2822) after 
the markup on the FY 2016 budget. The Committee set a 
funding level of $4.5 million to preserve sites and stories 
related to the Civil Rights movement, although the 
President’s proposal was $30 million. It was also proposed 
that HPF funding remain level for SHPOs ($46.925 million), 
THPOs ($8.985 million), and the underrepresented 
communities grant program ($500,000). The bill matches 
the President’s proposal of $6.08 million for the ACHP, and 
set funding for National Heritage Areas at $19.371 million 
(almost twice the amount requested).  

The Senate Appropriations Committee marked up of its 
version of the bill and set slightly higher funding levels for 
the proposed Civil Rights grant ($5 million) and Heritage 
areas ($20.321 million). Otherwise, the committee 
proposed funding levels that matches the House bill in 
funding for SPHOs, THPO’s, the ACHP, and 
underrepresented community grants.  

NRCS—Death of Sarah Bridges 

Sarah T. Bridges, long-time Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) employee, died on March 31, 2015, 
following a long illness.  Bridges, an archeologist, was with 
the Federal government for over 31 years served much of 
that time as the NRCS’ National Cultural Resources 
Specialist and Federal Preservation Officer.  Her duties 
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involved mentoring staff in state offices, interaction and 
consultations with the National Historic Preservation Office, 
State Historic Preservation Officers, Tribal Historic 
Preservation Officers, American Indian Tribes, and local 
governments.   

Prior to going to NRCS Sarah worked for FWS both in HQ 
and then in Region 4.  Her contributions have significantly 
impacted the preservation of our cultural treasures. 

USGS—USGS Offers New Way to View Historical Maps 

It just got easier to search and browse the USGS collection 
of historical topographic maps, thanks to a new online map 
viewer. The maps—more than 178,000 of them—date back 
to 1880, and cover the entire country. They’re free to 
everyone. You can type or zoom in on a particular place, limit 
your search to maps of a particular scale or from a particular 
range of dates. You can download them in a variety of 
formats, from JPGs (fine for printing out a nice map to put on 
your wall), to KMZ files (to import into Google Earth), to 
GeoTIFFs (for the power users who wants to import maps 
into GIS software). There’s even a YouTube tutorial that 
teaches you some handy tricks (pro tip: hold the shift key and 
drag the mouse to highlight an area to zoom in on). 
Check out the links below 

http://ngmdb.usgs.gov/maps/Topoview/ 

/www.youtube.com/watch?v=kOpe3WXsZrQ 

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation—is beginning 
to plan for the 50th anniversary of the National Historic 
Preservation Act in 2016.  Part of the planning involves 
publication of 106 success stories, referring to Section 106 of 
the Act.  FWS made the list!  A story about the Cathlapotle 
Plankhouse at Ridgefield NWR was released late in June.  
Check it out: http://www.achp.gov/sec106_successes.html 
and click on Cathlapotle. 
 
ACHP has also updated several policies as well as their 
training offerings for 2015. Please check achp.gov for 
all these updates 

 

TRAINING, UPCOMING EVENTS, EDUCATION, AND NEWS 

 
FLETC to Offer ARPA Training at Fort McClellan, Alabama 

The Federal Law Enforcement Training Center (FLETC) and NPS are co-sponsoring 
“Archeological Resources Protection Training Program” 
 
 This 37-hourcourse provides training in all aspects of an archeological investigation 
and prosecution. The class culminates in a 12-hour archeological crimescene practical 
exercise where law enforcement officers and archeologist work as a team to investigate and 
document a crime scene. Attendees will gather and process physical evidence, write incident 
reports, executive summaries, search warrants, damage assessments, and provide testimony 
in a courtroom scenario. This training is open to all law enforcement officers, prosecutors, and 
Federal archeologists. 
 
NPS employees should contact Wiley Golden at (912) 267-2246 for registration. Other Federal 
employees should contact their national academy representatives at FLETC to register. 
Contact FLETC instructor Charles Louke (912) 280-5138 for course information. 
 
Training Dates: 
August 17-21, 2015 
 

 
2014-2015 NPS Archeology Program Webinar Series Recordings Available 
Between September 2014 and January 2015 the NPS Archeology Program hosted webinars about 
archeological topics. Beginning with presentations by a Cotter Award winner, NPS archeologists gave 
talks about projects in national parks in September and October. From November through January, we 
examined the effects of climate change and other parameters of the Anthropocene on archeological 
research and resources. Recordings of the presentations are available on the NPS Training and 
Development website. Check them out!  View the webinars 

at ww.nps.gov/training/NPSArcheology/html/index.cfm. 
 

www.achp.gov/sec106webinar.html. 
  
Complete information and registration procedures can be found at www.achp.gov/106.  
  
Contact: Cindy Bienvenue, Meeting and Event Manager, at 202-606-8521. 

 

 
 

LEGISLATIVE NEWS 

Recent Proposed Cultural Resource Legislation 

H.R. 135‐Military Land Act of 2015 

Status‐pending before the House Natural Resources Committee 

Last year, the House included this bill as a provision of its version of the 
defense authorization legislation. It would have amended the National 
Historic Preservation Act to: 1) require the Secretary of the Interior to notify 
certain congressional committees if Federal property is being considered for 
the National Register of Historic Places, or for designation as a National 
Historic Landmark, or for inclusion on the World Heritage List; 2) allow 
managers of Federal lands containing historic resources to object to their 
inclusion in the National Register or designation as National Historic 
Landmarks on national security grounds; and 3) create a process by which 
Federal lands managers could de‐list properties from the Register. Historic 
preservation groups succeeded in excluding the language from the final 
defense legislation. H.R. 135 was proposed for inclusion in this year's House 
defense authorization bill (H.R. 1735). On April 29, by a vote of 35 to 27, the 
text of H.R. 135 was added to the House defense bill. 

 

H.R. 749‐Passenger Rail Reform and Investment Act of 2015 

Status‐passed full House March 4; pending before Senate Commerce 
Committee 

This legislation would reauthorize and reform Amtrak. Section 402 of the bill 
would require the Department of Transportation to develop program 
alternatives for railroad and rail‐related properties for the purposes of 
compliance with Section 106 of the NHPA. At present, there is no Senate 
counterpart to the bill. The motives behind the language appear to be to 
give railroads similar treatment under the NHPA currently enjoyed by 
highways, such as the exclusion from the statute of most maintenance and 
repair projects for the interstate highway system. 

 

H.R. 1077‐Casa Grande Ruins National Monument Boundary Modification 
Act 

Status‐pending before House Natural Resources Committee 

This bill would expand the Casa Grande Ruins NM by transferring two parcels 
of federally‐owned land containing important Hohokam cultural resources 
to the NPS, to be managed as part of the existing monument. It would also 
authorize NPS to acquire, from willing donors or sellers, several tracts of 
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private land near the monument that also hold substantial Hohokam 
archeological materials. 

 

H.R. 1493‐Protect and Preserve International Cultural Property Act 

Status‐approved by House Foreign Affairs Committee, pending before full 
House 

This bill would make a number of important and beneficial changes to how 
the U.S. prevents the looting and destruction of cultural resources overseas. 
It would grant the President the authority to impose emergency restrictions 
on the importation of Syrian cultural materials, and establish the position of 
U.S. Coordinator for International Cultural Property Protection at the State 
Department to oversee and develop a unified approach to the international 
cultural property protection activities of numerous Federal agencies. 

 

H.R. 1541‐PRISM Act 

Status‐pending before the House Natural Resources Committee 

The Preservation Research at Institutions Serving Minorities (PRISM) Act 
would amend the NHPA to give colleges and universities with large numbers 
of Hispanic students the ability to tap into a grant program that provides 
students with opportunities to participate in historic and cultural resources 
preservation projects. The new grants would be for institutions, where 
Hispanic students make up 25% or more of the school's full‐time 
undergraduate enrollment. A Senate companion bill (S. 805) is pending 
before that chamber's Energy and Natural Resources Committee. 

 

S. 199‐Gold Butte National Conservation Area Act 

Status‐pending before the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee 

The measure would establish a conservation area of nearly 350,000 acres of 
BLM land in Clark County, Nevada, to "conserve, protect, and enhance the 
cultural, archaeological, natural, wilderness, scientific, geological, historical, 
biological, wildlife, educational, and scenic resources of the area" and to 
facilitate the designation of wilderness areas therein. A House companion 
bill, H.R. 856, is pending before the House Natural Resources Committee. 

 

H.R. 488, H.R. 900, S. 228, S. 232, S. 437, and H.R. 2258 

A number of bills have been introduced in the 114th Congress that would, to 
varying degrees, limit the President's ability to establish National 
Monuments. The 1906 Antiquities Act allows the President to set aside lands 
from development that are owned by the U.S. A new Subcommittee of the 
Interior within the House Committee on Government Oversight and Reform 
will investigate the current administration's use of the Antiquities Act. 

 

H.R. 1806‐America COMPETES Reauthorization Act of 2015 

Status‐pending before Senate 

In spite of strong opposition from nearly every scientific organization 
(including the Society for American Archaeology) and research university in 
the country, the House passed a National Science Foundation 
reauthorization bill that will make a drastic 45% cut to the NSF's research 

funding for the social sciences.  The legislation was adopted by a vote of 217‐
205. 

Thanks to Karen Mudar and the NPS Archaeology e‐gram for the 
information 

 

VOLUNTEERS AND FRIENDS NEWS 

 

Friends Awarded Preserve America Stewards National Designation 

First Lady Michelle Obama Designates the Friends 

of Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge a Preserve 

America Steward 

The Friends of Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge was honored recently 
when Mrs. Michelle Obama, First Lady of the United States, designated it as 
one of the nation’s newest Preserve America Stewards. 

“Preserve America Stewards are committed to preserving America’s diverse 
heritage, and their work demonstrates how individuals who care deeply 
about serving their country and their communities can make a difference,” 
Mrs. Obama said. “I thank and commend the volunteers of the Ridgefield 
National Wildlife Refuge and the Cathlapotle Plankhouse for protecting our 
nation’s historic treasures. You set a wonderful example for our young 
people, the future stewards of our heritage, while also improving the quality 
of life and economic vitality of our nation.” 

The Board of the Friends of Ridgefield NWR received a letter and certificate 
of designation signed by Mrs. Obama announcing that they are now a 
Preserve America Steward. Designation as a Preserve America Steward 
provides national recognition for programs that successfully use volunteers 
to help care for our historic and cultural heritage for the benefit of present 
and future generations. 

The Preserve America program became an authorized part of the national 
historic preservation program when President Barack Obama signed the 
Omnibus Public Land Management Act of 2009 on March 30, 2009. The 
Preserve America program is a federal effort to encourage and support 
community efforts to preserve and enjoy America’s priceless cultural and 
natural heritage. The goals of the initiative include a greater shared 
knowledge about the nation’s past; strengthened regional identities and 
local pride; increased local participation in preserving the country’s cultural 
and natural heritage assets; and support for the economic vitality of our 
communities. 

The Advisory Council on Historic Preservation administers the Preserve 
America program with the Department of the Interior, in cooperation with 
ten other federal agencies. For more information, visit http://www.achp.gov/ 
and http://www.preserveamerica.gov/ 

 

 


