HISTORICAL HAPPENINGS

2015

WONDERFUL THINGS

The collection from the Steamboat Bertrand is being prepared for use in a
celebration of the 150" anniversary of the Steamboat’s sinking. Look for
updates in 2015!!

Work Progresses on a Bertrand Traveling Exhibit!! More to come soon!

What’s New at HQ?

FWS Archaeologists meet at NCTC!!

May 12-15 marked the first time since 2009 that FWS
Archaeologists met to discuss the Cultural Resources
program and to examine issues facing the Service with
respect to historic resources. Every Region of the
Service was represented.

Figure 1. FWS Archaeologists at NCTC May 12-15, 2015.
Top row: Kevin Kilcullen (HQ), Dave Siegel (R2) and Paige
Singh (HQ Intern), Next Row: Tim Binzen (R5), Ed DeCleva
(R7); Rick Kanaski (R4), James Myster (R3), Eugene Marino
(HQ); Next Row: James Chapman (R4), Terry Childs (DOI),
Meg VanNess (R6), Carla Burnside (R1), Nick Valentine
(R1/8), Anan Raymond (R1/8), Alison Kuzj (R3 intern);
Bottom Row: LouAnn Speulda-Drews (R1/8), Jorie Clark
(R1/8), Amy Wood (R5), Virginia Park (R1/8), and Arianna
Elm (R3 Intern).

FWS HQ Interns Summer 2015

Paige Singh completed a 2 month internship at FWS
HQ. She worked on an economic review of FWS historic
sites, noting those sites that are interpreted in some
way and open to visitors. She was also instrumental in
the 2015 Cultural Resources meeting. Paige is moving
on to a seasonal position with the National Park Service
at Glacier National Park. Good luck Paige and Thank
you!!!

In June 2015, Alison Kuzj and Arianna Elm from Region
3 will begin internships at HQ. Both will be working on
a variety of issues including museum collections,
webpage updates and more economic examinations.
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Around the Regions....

Region 1/8
Rehab-Stabilizing the Dufurrena Barn, Sheldon NWR,
Nevada — April-May 2015

Built in 1906, the Dufurrena Barn was part of the cattle
ranching empire of William K. Ebeling who had immigrated
to the United States from Germany in 1871 (figure 1).
Ebeling moved to Humboldt County by 1890 and filed on a
claim of 160 acres at what is now known as Dufurrena
Ranch/Sheldon NWR-Headquarters. In the 1920s the land
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transferred to Basque sheep-herder and cattle rancher
Thomas Dufurrena. Due to drought and the Great
Depression of the 1930s, Dufurrena sold a portion of his
vast holdings to the Biological Survey (now the Fish and
Wildlife Service) for inclusion in the Sheldon Antelope
Range (now NWR).

Figure 1. The barn and many other of the ranch buildings
are constructed from the distinctive local pink sandstone,
some of the blocks weigh up to 300 Ibs.

Despite its continuous use by the Refuge (figure 2), this
aging building with many years of “short-term” fixes was
reaching a critical point. There is always a “tipping” point
when action is required to keep a building from failing.
Using deferred maintenance funding, the Refuge entered
into an interagency agreement with the National Park
Service’s Historic Preservation Training Center (HPTC) to
rehabilitate and stabilize the barn.

The Dufurrena barn — is a horse barn, always was and still
is.

Y

2015

Two main problems were identified:

1) The roof framing was not sufficiently robust and was
deflecting and leaning on the stone walls — basically, the
roof was sagging and pushing on the stone walls, causing
them to pull apart.

2) The walls, being pushed out of alignment by the roof,
were moving to a critical point where they were in imminent
danger of collapse.

The Historic Structures Report (recently completed by the
Refuge) called for the addition of interior framing to support
the roof, followed by the disassembly of the walls to a point
where they could be reset in their original alignment.
Stones were removed in courses that were keyed to their
original locations. Stones were reset in their original
positions as much as possible. A few new stones were
needed as tie stones or to replace broken stones. The
mortar is historically accurate lime, local sand, and water.

Each step of the project was documented with photographs
and new information about the building was discovered. As
with most buildings, when you take it apart, you learn more
about how it was put together, this is especially true of
vernacular buildings.

Thanks go to LouAnn Speulda-Drews, Architectural
Historian for Region 1/8 for sending HH staff this great
article.

Other Agency News
NRCS—Death of Sarah Bridges

Sarah T. Bridges, long-time Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) employee, died on March 31, 2015,
following a long illness. Bridges, an archeologist, was with
the Federal government for over 31 years served much of
that time as the NRCS’ National Cultural Resources
Specialist and Federal Preservation Officer. Her duties
involved mentoring staff in state offices, interaction and
consultations with the National Historic Preservation Office,
State Historic Preservation Officers, Tribal Historic
Preservation Officers, American Indian Tribes, and local
governments.

Prior to going to NRCS Sarah worked for FWS both in HQ
and then in Region 4. Her contributions have significantly
impacted the preservation of our cultural treasures.

USGS—USGS Offers New Way to View Historical Maps

It just got easier to search and browse the USGS collection
of historical topographic maps, thanks to a new online map
viewer. The maps—more than 178,000 of them—date back
to 1880, and cover the entire country. They're free to
everyone. You can type or zoom in on a particular place, limit
your search to maps of a particular scale or from a particular
range of dates. You can download them in a variety of
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formats, from JPGs (fine for printing out a nice map to put on
your wall), to KMZ files (to import into Google Earth), to
GeoTIFFs (for the power users who wants to import maps
into GIS software). There’s even a YouTube tutorial that
teaches you some handy tricks (pro tip: hold the shift key and
drag the mouse to highlight an area to zoom in on).

Check out the links below

http://ngmdb.usgs.gov/maps/Topoview/

/www.youtube.com/watch?v=kOpe3WXsZrQ

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation—is beginning
to plan for the 50" anniversary of the National Historic
Preservation Act in 2016. Part of the planning involves
publication of 106 success stories, referring to Section 106 of
the Act. FWS made the list! A story about the Cathlapotle
Plankhouse at Ridgefield NWR was released late in June.
Check it out: http://www.achp.gov/sec106 successes.html
and click on Cathlapotle.

ACHP has also updated several policies as well as their
training offerings for 2015. Please check achp.gov for
all these updates

TRAINING, UPCOMING EVENTS, EDUCATION, AND NEWS

FLETC to Offer ARPA Training at Gettysburg NHP

The Federal Law Enforcement Training Center (FLETC) and NPS are co-sponsoring
“Archeological Resources Protection Training Program”

This 37-hourcourse provides training in all aspects of an archeological investigation

and prosecution. The class culminates in a 12-hour archeological crimescene practical
exercise where law enforcement officers and archeologist work as a team to investigate and
document a crime scene. Attendees will gather and process physical evidence, write incident
reports, executive summaries, search warrants, damage assessments, and provide testimony
in a courtroom scenario. This training is open to all law enforcement officers, prosecutors, and
Federal archeologists.

NPS employees should contact Wiley Golden at (912) 267-2246 for registration. Other Federal
employees should contact their national academy

representatives at FLETC to register. Contact FLETC instructor Charles Louke (912) 280-5138
for course information.

Training Dates:
TBD

2014-2015 NPS Archeology Program Webinar Series Recordings Available

Between September 2014 and January 2015 the NPS Archeology Program hosted webinars about
archeological topics. Beginning with presentations by a Cotter Award winner, NPS archeologists gave
talks about projects in national parks in September and October. From November through January, we
examined the effects of climate change and other parameters of the Anthropocene on archeological
research and resources. Recordings of the presentations are available on the NPS Training and
Development website. Check them out! View the webinars

at ww.nps.gov/training/NPSArcheology/html/index.cfm.

www.achp.gov/sec106webinar.html.
Complete information and registration procedures can be found at www.achp.gov/106.

Contact: Cindy Bienvenue, Meeting and Event Manager, at 202-606-8521.

well as other cultural resource management professionals.
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LEGISLATIVE NEWS

Recent Proposed Cultural Resource Legislation
H.R. 135-Military Land Act of 2015
Status-pending before the House Natural Resources Committee

Last year, the House included this bill as a provision of its version of the
defense authorization legislation. It would have amended the National
Historic Preservation Act to: 1) require the Secretary of the Interior to notify
certain congressional committees if Federal property is being considered for
the National Register of Historic Places, or for designation as a National
Historic Landmark, or for inclusion on the World Heritage List; 2) allow
managers of Federal lands containing historic resources to object to their
inclusion in the National Register or designation as National Historic
Landmarks on national security grounds; and 3) create a process by which
Federal lands managers could de-list properties from the Register. Historic
preservation groups succeeded in excluding the language from the final
defense legislation. H.R. 135 was proposed for inclusion in this year's House
defense authorization bill (H.R. 1735). On April 29, by a vote of 35 to 27, the
text of H.R. 135 was added to the House defense bill.

H.R. 749-Passenger Rail Reform and Investment Act of 2015

Status-passed full House March 4; pending before Senate Commerce
Committee

This legislation would reauthorize and reform Amtrak. Section 402 of the bill
would require the Department of Transportation to develop program
alternatives for railroad and rail-related properties for the purposes of
compliance with Section 106 of the NHPA. At present, there is no Senate
counterpart to the bill. The motives behind the language appear to be to
give railroads similar treatment under the NHPA currently enjoyed by
highways, such as the exclusion from the statute of most maintenance and
repair projects for the interstate highway system.

H.R. 1077-Casa Grande Ruins National Monument Boundary Modification
Act

Status-pending before House Natural Resources Committee

This bill would expand the Casa Grande Ruins NM by transferring two parcels
of federally-owned land containing important Hohokam cultural resources
to the NPS, to be managed as part of the existing monument. It would also
authorize NPS to acquire, from willing donors or sellers, several tracts of
private land near the monument that also hold substantial Hohokam
archeological materials.

H.R. 1493-Protect and Preserve International Cultural Property Act

Status-approved by House Foreign Affairs Committee, pending before full
House

This bill would make a number of important and beneficial changes to how
the U.S. prevents the looting and destruction of cultural resources overseas.
It would grant the President the authority to impose emergency restrictions
on the importation of Syrian cultural materials, and establish the position of
U.S. Coordinator for International Cultural Property Protection at the State
Department to oversee and develop a unified approach to the international
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cultural property protection activities of numerous Federal agencies.

H.R. 1541-PRISM Act
Status-pending before the House Natural Resources Committee

The Preservation Research at Institutions Serving Minorities (PRISM) Act
would amend the NHPA to give colleges and universities with large numbers
of Hispanic students the ability to tap into a grant program that provides
students with opportunities to participate in historic and cultural resources
preservation projects. The new grants would be for institutions, where
Hispanic students make up 25% or more of the school's full-time
undergraduate enrollment. A Senate companion bill (S. 80s) is pending
before that chamber's Energy and Natural Resources Committee.

S.199-Gold Butte National Conservation Area Act
Status-pending before the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee

The measure would establish a conservation area of nearly 350,000 acres of
BLM land in Clark County, Nevada, to "conserve, protect, and enhance the
cultural, archaeological, natural, wilderness, scientific, geological, historical,
biological, wildlife, educational, and scenic resources of the area" and to
facilitate the designation of wilderness areas therein. A House companion
bill, H.R. 856, is pending before the House Natural Resources Committee.

H.R. 488, H.R. 900, S. 228, S. 232, S. 437, and H.R. 2258

A number of bills have been introduced in the 114th Congress that would, to
varying degrees, limit the President's ability to establish National
Monuments. The 1906 Antiquities Act allows the President to set aside lands
from development that are owned by the U.S. A new Subcommittee of the
Interior within the House Committee on Government Oversight and Reform
will investigate the current administration's use of the Antiquities Act.

H.R. 1806-America COMPETES Reauthorization Act of 2015
Status-pending before Senate

In spite of strong opposition from nearly every scientific organization
(including the Society for American Archaeology) and research university in
the country, the House passed a National Science Foundation
reauthorization bill that will make a drastic 45% cut to the NSF's research
funding for the social sciences. The legislation was adopted by a vote of 217-
205.

Thanks to Karen Mudar and the NPS Archaeology e-gram for the
information

VOLUNTEERS AND FRIENDS NEWS

Friends Awarded Preserve America Stewards National Designation

First Lady Michelle Obama Designates the Friends

2015

of Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge a Preserve
America Steward

The Friends of Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge was honored recently
when Mrs. Michelle Obama, First Lady of the United States, designated it as
one of the nation’s newest Preserve America Stewards.

“Preserve America Stewards are committed to preserving America’s diverse
heritage, and their work demonstrates how individuals who care deeply
about serving their country and their communities can make a difference,”
Mrs. Obama said. "l thank and commend the volunteers of the Ridgefield
National Wildlife Refuge and the Cathlapotle Plankhouse for protecting our
nation’s historic treasures. You set a wonderful example for our young
people, the future stewards of our heritage, while also improving the quality
of life and economic vitality of our nation.”

The Board of the Friends of Ridgefield NWR received a letter and certificate
of designation signed by Mrs. Obama announcing that they are now a
Preserve America Steward. Designation as a Preserve America Steward
provides national recognition for programs that successfully use volunteers
to help care for our historic and cultural heritage for the benefit of present
and future generations.

The Preserve America program became an authorized part of the national
historic preservation program when President Barack Obama signed the
Omnibus Public Land Management Act of 2009 on March 30, 2009. The
Preserve America program is a federal effort to encourage and support
community efforts to preserve and enjoy America'’s priceless cultural and
natural heritage. The goals of the initiative include a greater shared
knowledge about the nation’s past; strengthened regional identities and
local pride; increased local participation in preserving the country’s cultural
and natural heritage assets; and support for the economic vitality of our
communities.

The Advisory Council on Historic Preservation administers the Preserve
America program with the Department of the Interior, in cooperation with
ten other federal agencies. For more information, visit http://www.achp.gov/
and http://www.preserveamerica.gov/
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