United States Department of the Interior
U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
Reston, Virginia 20192

September 16, 2015

Noreen Walsh
Regional Director, Mountain-Prairie Region
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
134 Union Blvd.
Lakewood, CO 80228
Dear Noreen,

On July 24, 2015, a Department of the Interior (DOI) letter was sent on behalf of three of its bureaus,
including the U.S Geological Survey (USGS), in response to an Information Quality Act (IQA) Request
for Correction dated March 18, 2015, submitted by Holsinger Law, LLC on behalf of various Petitioners
(http://www.usgs.gov/info qual/documents/initial IOA inquiry and ExhibitsA-B-C 031815.pdf). The
request regarded a publication identified as Comprehensive Review ofEcology and Conservation ofthe
Greater Sage Grouse: A Landscape Species and its Habitats, which USGS interpreted to actually mean
a monograph with a similar title (Ecology and Conservation of the Greater Sage Grouse: A Landscape
Species and its Habitats) published in Studies in Avian Biology (a publication of the Cooper
Ornithological Society printed by the University of California Press).
The DOI letter (available at
http://www.usgs.gov/info gual/docwnents/Final USGS Response signed072415.pdf) indicated the
USGS's intent to make available to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) a more detailed
response to the Petitioners' request for inclusion in the USFWS Decision File for the 2015 determination
on whether the Greater Sage-Grouse remains warranted for listing. The enclosed document constitutes
that more detailed response record for inclusion in the USFWS Decision File.
Please contact me (by email: akinsinger@usgs.gov) or Carol Schuler (by email: cschuler@usgs.gov or
telephone: 541-750-1031) if you have any questions about the enclosed.

S[ly,

·-

AnneE.�r
USGS Associate Director for Ecosystems
Enclosure
Cc: Gary Frazer
Melanie Steinkamp
Nicole Alt

USFWS prior to publication by the University of California Press for the Cooper Ornithological Society
stated the following disclaimer, "This manuscript contains unpublished, peer-reviewed, scientific
information. It has been accepted for future publication in a special volume of the Cooper Ornithological
Society scientific series "Studies in Avian Biology." No waiver of proprietary rights to the information is
granted by this release on the part of the Cooper Ornithological Society and its publisher, the USGS, or
the author(s) of the manuscript."
VI. "B. Third-Party Information"
USGS guidelines do not conflict with the DQA or with OMB and Department of the Interior Guidelines
in regard to third-party information such as those chapters with authors other than USGS personnel.
Revision ofUSGS guidelines is not appropriate in the context of this Request.
VI. "C. If Uncorrected, the Monograph Will Cause Substantial Harm"
The monograph consists of the research findings of the USGS, other Federal and State agency,
university, and non-governmental scientists. The science is sound, and meets standards identified in the
DQA for quality, integrity, objectivity, and utility. The monograph does not make recommendations for
policy or management decisions.
VI. "D. The Monograph is Highly Influential Information"
As described above, the monograph was not designated by the USGS as "influential" or "highly
influential" because a) USGS considered only the chapters authored by USGS authors as USGS
information; b) the ultimate outlet for all chapters was a scientific book series rather than a USGS
publication; and c) the USGS could not reasonably determine that any given chapter would have a clear
and substantial effect on important public policy decisions.
VI. "E. Petitioners Are "Affected Person(s)" Qualified to Bring a DQA Challenge"
The USGS does not have a position on whether the Petitioners are "affected persons based on
information about the development of this publication as the stated above."
VII.A-D. "The Monograph Does Not Comply with Other Federal Standards"
As described above, the monograph was prepared with the highest standards of scientific integrity,
objectivity, and transparency. The chapters authored or co-authored by USGS scientists complied with
OMB, DOI, and USGS standards. The USGS mission (to provide impartial information on the health of
the nation's ecosystems and environment, the natural hazards that threaten the nation, the natural
resources society relies on, the impacts of climate and land-use change, and the core science systems
that help the USGS provide timely, relevant, and useable information) remained uppermost during the
process of developing this publication.
VIII. "Conclusion"
Assertions presented in the conclusion are redundant with those addressed in the above sections.
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