
Guide Use Areas and the Region 7 Land Mapper 

The USFWS Region 7 Land Mapper is a useful tool for exploring land ownership within the Alaska national wildlife 
refuges. This tutorial describes how to query for, and view, land that has been selected by native village and regional 
corporations. 
  
The Land Mapper has a very comprehensive Help system and even includes a user forum. Be sure to take advantage 
of these resources, as they provide much more detail than does this short tutorial. 
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Objective 
 

For this tutorial, we will assume that you need to do the following: 
 

 View village and regional corporation selected land within Arctic NWR Guide Use Area ARC 02 
 Find out which native corporation has selected the land 

 
 
 
Let’s Begin 
 

Open a web browser and go to http://ifw7realty/refstat 
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1) Click the icon on the left side of the Map Layers list. This will expand the list so you can see all the different data 
layers. 
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2) Click the + sign to the left of Boundaries. 
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3) Click the small square to the left of FWS Guide Use Areas. This turns on the guide use area boundaries. 
4) Click the Minimize icon in the upper right corner of the Map Layers window. 
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5) Click the Select Features tool from the toolbar at the top of the Mapper. 
6) In the Select Features window, for Target Layer, select Surface (Selected). 
7) In the Select * From… area at the bottom of the Select Features window, enter the following selection statement: 

 

  Refuge = 'arc' and Owntyp in ('vnc', 'rnc') 
 

8) Click the Select button. 
9) Click the Minimize button in the upper right corner of the Select Features window. 
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10) Zoom in on one of the parcels that were selected by the query. 
11) The parcels that you queried for are highlighted in orange. In this example, you can see that there are two parcels 

of village corporation selected land within Arctic NWR Guide Use Area ARC 02. 
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12) Click one of the orange-highlighted parcels. This will open a new window showing information about the parcel. 
13) Click Show related records at the bottom of the info window. 
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14) Click the Organizations button. This will show more detail about the selected parcel. 
 
In this example, you can see that the orange-colored parcel with the cyan outline is within guide use area ARC 02, 
it is selected by the Kaktovik Inupiat Corporation (an ANCSA village corporation), and it is approximately 2,560 acres 
in size. 
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To query and view additional selected land within the guide use areas, simply repeat the above steps. 
 
Occasionally, you may need to find a location based on latitude and longitude coordinates. This is easily accomplished 
in the Land Mapper and is fully explained in the Help system. Refer to the Using the Tools > Coordinates topic for full 
details. 
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You can learn more about the various land status layers in the Help system. Refer to the topic titled Understanding 
the Land Status, which contains a complete description of all database fields and associated land status codes. You 
can use the fields and codes described to construct queries for the Select Features tool. 
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