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Plaquemines Parish Lands 
 Non-Federal Levee; Dry BLH Mitigation - restoration
Notes: (1) The mitigation WVA for this site used the HSDRRS standardized assumptions previously developed (i.e., LPV & WBV HSDRRS Mitigation: WVA Model Assumptions and Related Guidance (Revised/Updated 3 March 2012).  (2) This WVA analysis did not include the total 175 acres of the proposed mitigation site because some of the area included the Naval Air Stations driveway, drainage ditch and mowed ROW.  So approximately 163 acres (see Plate 1) are available for mitigation and within that area approximately 122.7 acres are cleared and could be reforested.  The remaining 40.3 acres are medium quality bottomland hardwoods (blh) where some improvement may be possible but will have to be determined and assessed in another WVA.  (3) No improvements to hydrology (e.g., leveling or closing some drainage ditches, etc.) were included to decrease the potential of attracting birds to the area thus avoiding possible interaction with near-by aircraft.  (4) Because the area has been purchased as a buffer to the Naval Air Station it was decided that no development of the property would occur in the future but the site would be maintained in its current or similar state (no appreciable change in future wit-out project habitat units).  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Benefits: 163 acre area with 122.7 acres of open land to be restored for a gain of 49 AAHUs.  Mitigation Potential (AAHU/Ac) = 0.40 (49 aahu/122.7 ac).


All FWOP conditions for all variables:  Based on the area being a buffer zone for the Naval Air Station it was assumed that the mowed areas would remain in a non-forested state.  Some minor expansion of existing treed areas may occur along with development of some shrub/scrub habitat but it is not anticipate that the area would progress to a forested tract.  

V1 – Species Association
FWP:   In accordance with the HSDRRS assumptions the area would be planted with a 60 % hard mast and 40% soft mast.  After TY 10 the species association would be assigned a Class 5.  
V2 – Maturity
FWP:  One year old trees would be planted per standard methods; tree age was used for each TY.
V3 – Understory/Midstory %
FWP: The understory/midstory values from the March 3, 2012 version of the LPV & WBV HSDRRS Mitigation: Wetland Value Assessment (WVA) Model Assumptions and Related Guidance (Assumption Document) were used (see table below).
	TY
	Year
	Assumption

	0
	2013
	Refer to Note 1

	1
	2014
	Understory = 100% // Midstory = 0%

	20
	2033
	Understory = 25% // Midstory = 60%

	50
	2063
	Understory = 35% // Midstory = 30%		



V4 – Hydrology
FWP: Flood duration was assigned to Class 1 because the area is under pump/dewatered; there is no reason to anticipate changes to this status.    
V5 – Contiguous Forest Size
FWP: Class 1 (>100 acres but <500 acres): The area is not contiguous to any forested site; development or a large drainage ditch and its maintained ROW preclude this value from changing.  
V6 - Surrounding Land
FWOP & FWP (See Plate 2)
Habitat			Acres			Percentage of total 0.5 mile Buffer area
Pasture			339			4
Active ag (open-water)	535			8
Forest				1,645			21
Developed			5,167			67
                                                                                            
Total Buffer			7,686			100
V7 – Disturbance
FWOP & FWP
Distance= Class 2. (0 to 50 feet) 
Type=	    Class 2.    Surrounding subdivisions and roads; on the side without subdivisions the Naval Air Station was taken into consideration.
	NET CHANGE IN AAHUs DUE TO PROJECT
	

	A.  Future With Project AAHUs       =
	 
	48.85 

	B.  Future Without Project AAHUs    =
	 
	0.00 

	Net Change (FWP - FWOP)  =
	 
	48.85 
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