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The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has produced maps and digital data
for the entire state which were used to develop preservation measures and land
management goals for the saline wetlands of Lancaster County. The Service is
working with the Saline Wetlands Conservation Partnership and others to
preserve and protect approximately 4,000 acres of the Eastern Nebraska Saline
Wetlands (the rarest habitat in Nebraska). Efforts include: 1) identifying,
collecting and summarizing existing wetlands information, 2) identifying and
prioritizing wetland sites for conservation and restoration purposes, 3) finding
sources of funding for acquisition of wetlands, through easements or fee title, from
willing sellers, and 4) educating the public on the importance and need to protect
of the Eastern Nebraska Saline Wetlands.

In 2004, the Service provided more than 890 predevelopment consultations in
support of permits and licenses for Federal, State, and local government projects.

Advance planning by the Service resulted in the protection or restoration of: 1)
1,570 acres of wetlands; 2) 6,585 acres of uplands; 3) 2.4 miles and 3,173 acres of
riparian habitats; and, 4) 14.2 miles of streams in Nebraska in 2004.

The Service is working with a large number of partners, including the Nebraska
Game and Parks Commission, the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, and the U.S.
Geological Survey to evaluate the general and reproductive health of the shovelnose
sturgeon. This research effort will provide new information regarding the health of
the shovelnose sturgeon relative to potential contaminant exposure in the lower 100
miles of the Platte River. It is anticipated that this information will also provide
insights to contaminant exposure and health of the endangered pallid sturgeon.

In 2004, the Service provided technical assistance on 149 pesticide and Clean
Water Act related issues with other Federal, State, and local agencies.

In 2004, the Service worked with private landowners to control invasive species on
approximately 14,000 acres in the Mountain-Prairie Region. In Nebraska, there
were 20 projects on 3,100 acres.

The Service has worked with 57 Nebraska landowners to voluntarily restore
wetlands, streams, grasslands, woodlands and other important habitats that
support fish and wildlife in 2004.

The Service is working with partners to remove a fish passage barrier to open 73
miles of stream habitats benefiting native fish; completing 13 Native American
training sessions; and evaluating hatchery stocking programs.

The National Fish Hatchery System is currently distributing over 1 million fish in
Nebraska for recovery and recreational purposes.

The Aquatic Animal Drug approval Partnership was established within the
National Fish Hatchery System to ensure continued progress towards obtaining
FDA-approved and EPA-compliant new animal drug approvals for use in Federal,
State, Tribal and private aquaculture program throughout the United States.

For further information, contact the FWS Regional Fisheries Office at 303.236.4517 or
visit http://mountain-prairie.fws.gov/fisheries.
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