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Key Partners:

- Montana Fish, Wildlife, and Parks
Commission

- Blackfeet, Crow, Confederated
Salish and Kootenai, Fort
Belknap, Fort Peck, Northern
Cheyenne, and Rocky Boy Tribes

- Montana State University

- Native American Fish and
Wildlife Society

- Bureau of Reclamation

- Corps of Engineers

Fisheries

Conservation

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Fisheries and Habitat Conservation

Celebrating Habitat in
Montana

B The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has identified and assessed wetland
and riparian habitat in areas such as the Blackfoot River Watershed for
restoration potential, and to date, has restored or enhanced over 12,000 acres of
drained or degraded wetland habitat in the state.

B The Service provided 1,066 predevelopment consultations in support of permits
and licenses for Federal, State, and local government projects in 2004.

B In 2004, the Service protected and/or restored almost 9,500 acres of wetland,
upland, and riparian habitat.

B The Service provided technical and administrative support to the Confederated
Salish and Kootenai Tribes continuing their acquisition of lands in the Jocko River
watershed consistent with the approved Restoration Plan. The Tribes are
spending approximately $10 million in the Jocko which is a core Endangered
Species Act (ESA)-listed bull trout recovery area and approximately $8 million for
other wetlands and bull trout habitat restoration projects.

B The Service continues to provide technical assistance to Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) for remediation and environmental restoration in the Upper Clark
Fork Basin Superfund Site and the Milltown Reservoir Sediments Operable Unit.
The Service also prepared an extensive biological opinion for EPA’s Clark Fork
Operable Unit Proposed Plan and Record of Decision which intends to remediate
and open 50 miles of the Clark Fork River enhancing the ability of bull trout and
other fish species to reproduce more effectively.

B The Service provided technical assistance on 40 Clean Water Act reviews and more
than 40 other technical assistance endeavors on pesticides, highly saline waters at
two National Wildlife Refuges, and contaminant assessment projects at Medicine
Lake and Pablo National Wildlife Refuges. Analyses of farmed salmon for PCBs,
dioxins and furans, and mercury is ongoing at Bozeman, MT; Ennis, MT; and
Saratoga, WY National Fish Hatcheries. This work ensures that contaminated
fish are not released into the environment which could otherwise threaten the
health and well-being of humans as well as fish-eating animals.

B In 2004, the Service worked with private landowners to control invasive species on
approximately 14,000 acres in the Mountain-Prairie Region. In Montana, there
were three projects on 700 acres.

B The Service worked with over 60 landowners to voluntarily restore wetlands,
streams, grasslands, woodlands and other important habitats that support fish and
wildlife.

B The Service is working with partners to remove or bypass nine fish passage
barriers to open 214 miles of stream habitats benefiting native fish species, bull
trout, westslope and Yellowstone cutthroat trout, and Arctic grayling. The Service
also provided technical assistance to seven Tribes, completing 24 training sessions
and over 130 Tribal consultations.

B The Service is currently contributing over 20 million rainbow trout eggs to 76
Federal, State, and Tribal hatcheries in 30 states for recreational purposes; and
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over 55,000 bull trout eggs to assist in recovery efforts. In addition, the National
Fish Hatchery System has distributed over 177,000 westslope cutthroat trout for
restoration purposes, and over 1.1 million rainbow trout for recreational purposes.

B The Aquatic Animal Drug approval Partnership was established within the
National Fish Hatchery System to ensure continued progress towards obtaining
FDA-approved and EPA-compliant new animal drug approvals for use in Federal,
State, Tribal and private aquaculture program throughout the United States.

For further information, contact the FWS Regional Fisheries Office at 303.236.4517 or
visit http://mountain-prairie.fws.gov/fisheries.
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