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Key Partners:
• Colorado Division of Wildlife
• Department of Defense
• Department of Energy
• National Park Service
• Bureau of Reclamation
• Western Area Power

Administration
• Environmental Defense Fund
• National Audubon Society
• Colorado Water Congress
• Colorado River Energy

Distributors Association

In 2004, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) worked with El Paso County to
digitize wetland maps which will be used for resource management activities in the
county.  The Service also produced wetland and riparian digital data for the Ft.
Carson military installation which will be used to guide the management of fish
and wildlife resources on the base.

The Service provided 1,168 predevelopment consultations in support of permits
and licenses for Federal, State, and local government projects.

The Service is working in western Colorado on three wetland mitigation banks:  1)
Finger Rock Preserve-255 acres of wetland on a 620-acre parcel in the Yampa
River system 2) Spring Water Ranch, 80 acres on the slopes of Grand Mesa, and 3)
Mesa County, 64 acres in a series of sites along the Colorado River.  The Service is
also working with the Corps of Engineers, Environmental Protection Agency, and
Colorado Rock Products Association to assess the cumulative effects of aggregate
mining on wetlands, hydrology, and fish and wildlife resources on a 150-square-
mile study area along the South Platte River.

In cooperation with other Federal, State and local government agencies and non-
governmental organizations, the Service protected nearly 10,000 acres of
terrestrial, riparian, and wetlands/aquatic open space lands within the Upper
Arkansas River Basin.  Other restoration activities are currently underway
involving the Alamosa River, South Platte River, Colorado River and Gunnison
River Basins.  In 2004, the Service responded to four separate coal train
derailments on Colorado’s western slope which spilled a cumulative 2,900 tons of
coal into the Gunnison River.  These efforts ensured that impacts to federally
endangered fish and designated critical habitats were minimized.  No fish kills
were documented in conjunction with the spills.

 In 2004, the Service responded to seven oil spills and provided more than 460
technical assistance consultations on pesticides, endangered species, and
hazardous materials spills. The Service also performed five environmental
contaminants site assessments in conjunction with the Colorado Partners for Fish
and Wildlife Program covering more than 4,000 acres.  Other activities include
collecting amphibian data in aquatic habitats on the Alamosa and Arapaho
National Wildlife Refuges and working with EPA at the Rocky Mountain Steel
Mills Site to benefit migratory bird habitats.

The Service is consulting with the State of Colorado and West Slope County
government agencies on effective mosquito control programs for West Nile Virus
while concurrently ensuring that the pesticides used and the application regimes
are protective of 27 miles of Endangered Species Act (ESA) -designated critical
habitats associated with the Colorado River and seven miles of ESA-designated
critical habitats associated with the Gunnison River.

In 2004, the Service worked with private landowners to control invasive species on
approximately 14,000 acres in the Mountain-Prairie Region.  In Colorado, there
were two projects on 100 acres.

The Service worked with 70 Colorado landowners to voluntarily restore wetlands,
streams, grasslands, woodlands and other important habitats that support fish and
wildlife in 2004.
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Alamosa/Monte Vista NWR
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The Service is working with partners to recover Colorado pikeminnow, razorback
sucker, humpback chub, and bonytail in the upper Colorado River System and
Greenback cutthroat trout in the Platte and Arkansas River systems; and provide
natural resources management and recovery of listed species on Federal lands,
including Department of Defense, Department of Energy, and National Park
Service.

The National Fish Hatchery System in Colorado is currently producing over 1.4
million trout for mitigation and recreation purposes, and testing water systems
after completion of new water treatment facilities at the Leadville National Fish
Hatchery to prevent whirling disease.

The Aquatic Animal Drug Approval Partnership was established within the
National Fish Hatchery System to ensure continued progress towards obtaining
FDA-approved and EPA-compliant new animal drug approvals for use in Federal,
State, Tribal and private aquaculture program throughout the United States.

For further information, contact the FWS Regional Fisheries Office at 303.236.4517 or
visit http://mountain-prairie.fws.gov/fisheries.
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