Deer Flat National Wildlife Refuge
Volunteer Newsletter ¢ November 2014

Don’t Miss These Volunteer Opportunities!

Volunteers are especially needed for the following projects: Scout Day Leader (lead Saturday programs for young Girl
and Boy Scouts to earn wildlife-related badges) and Reading at the Refuge (select and acquire story books, prepare
wildlife-oriented crafts, and lead the storytelling and craft making). See next page for more information.

What’s New?

Several birders spotted a swamp sparrow and a Bewick’s wren near the
Lower Dam on October 26™. Both are new to the Refuge bird list. Maybe
they’re still around. Head out this way to see if you can spot them!

Cheers!

Congratulations and thank you to this year’s Refuge Volunteer of the
Year: Chuck Bray. He has volunteered since 2007 and has served over
2000 hours. He primarily conducts visitor counting surveys around the
Lake Lowell Unit, but also steps up to help with other projects, including
shuttling visitors for major refuge events and helping with duck banding.
His assistance with morning and weekend visitor surveys has been : Al

invaluable in providing the visitor data necessary for developing the The 2014 Volunteer of the Year, Chuck Bray (middle) with

draft CCP. previous recipients of Volunteer of the Year awards Lynn
Wilfling and Steve Kehoe, (USFWS/Susan Kain).

Other nominees who went “above and beyond to deliver consistent,
reliable, dedicated volunteer service over the course of several weeks, months or years” were Bob Christensen, Steve
Crouse, Heather Fisher, Shannon Johnson, Bob Ruesink, Mary Jo Schumacher, Rachel Staats, and Heidi Zschach.

Thanks to the over 70 Creepy Critters volunteers as well as sponsors Friends of Deer Flat, Wissel Farms, and Domino’s
Pizza. Their enthusiasm about connecting people to nature really made this annual event special. Over 400 people
attended and all of them left with smiles! Thank you — this event would have been impossible without your service and
contributions.

Around the water cooler... More great staff news. Rob Reed has joined us as a part time Office Aid. We are
happy to have him join the staff. Next time you’re out this way, please stop in to introduce yourself!

The Refuge is working with partners (local highway districts, the cities of Nampa and Caldwell, and Federal Highways) to
develop a Regional Bike and Pedestrian Plan for the area surrounding
the Refuge. The goal is to to develop bicycle and pedestrian facilities
while providing safer and more convenient access to the Refuge.

Friends of Deer Flat National Wildlife Refuge

The Friends of Deer Flat is a non-profit organization that supports the
Refuge in many ways, including organizing several National Wildlife
Refuge Week events and providing candy, volunteer pizza, and
decorative pumpkins for Creepy Critter Encounters. Meet some new
Friends and find out how you can get involved at the annual member
potluck at 5:30 PM on Friday, December 12™. Friends memberships
start at $10 and are tax deductible. Friendsofdfwr@gmail.com for info
about membership or getting involved.
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Upcoming Events Unless otherwise stated, all activities take place at the Refuge Visitor Center
Reading at the Refuge—Monday, November 3" and 17""—10am and repeating at 2pm
Preschool children and their parents are invited to a free wildlife-focused story hour for preschoolers.

Wild About Life Lecture—Wednesday, November 5
The Edible Winter Garden. Wish you could eat from your garden year-round? Join Ariel Agenbroad, University of Idaho
Extension to find out about timing, techniques, materials and season-stretching strategies.

Scout Day—Saturday, November 8" and December 6"
Cub Scouts and young Girl Scouts participate in this event to earn a wildlife-related badge. Space is limited. Must pre-
register.

Friends of Deer Flat Annual Potluck Dinner—Friday, Dec 12“‘, 5:30 PM

Friends members, volunteers, and the general public are invited to the Friends of Deer Flat annual potluck dinner and
general meeting. Enjoy good food with others who love the Refuge while learning about how the Friends support the
Refuge and connect people with wildlife. Please bring a side dish or dessert to share.

Hibernate, Migrate, or Insulate: A Wildlife Winter Survival
Guide—Saturday, Jan 10" from 9-2:30 Do squirrels have sleeping
bags? Do bears have space heaters? Do geese eat at restaurants?
Then how do they survive the challenges of winter? Second to
fourth graders must pre-register for this fun winter day camp.

Don’t-Miss Volunteer Opportunities!

Scout Day Leader (2-3 volunteers per month)

Date and Time: 1% Saturday of every month from 1-3 PM.

We need volunteers to lead programs that include nature crafts
and a short hike at this opportunity for Scouts to earn wildlife-
related badges. No experience necessary—only enthusiasm and a
willingness to learn! Deadline to register: Ongoing
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Winter day camp participants hiding their hibernating
“animal” to see if it will survive. (Photo USFWS)

Reading at the Refuge (1-2 volunteers per month)
Dates and Time: 1* & 3" Mondays (10:00am and 2:00pm)
Help connect youngsters to wildlife and nature—and help free up staff time to lead other educational programs. We are
seeking volunteers to select and acquire story books, prepare wildlife-oriented crafts, and lead the storytelling and craft
making. Deadline to register: Ongoing.

Other Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities

Winter Day Camp (2-3 volunteers)

Date: Saturday, Jan 10"

Winter day camp is always fun, but we need help making it happen! We need volunteers to help 1) co-lead by teaching
2m gt graders about the challenges of survival in winter, 2) chaperone students throughout the day and help with
activities, and 3) take photographs. No experience necessary; training is provided. Contact Kacey (Kacey Kai@fws.gov,
467-9278) to find out more or sign up to help!

Visitor Center Host (8-10 volunteers per month)

Dates and Times: Saturdays throughout the year.

Volunteers help keep the Visitor Center open on Saturdays. If you enjoy interacting with people and sharing wildlife
stories with visitors, this might be the opportunity for you! Training is provided. Deadline to Register: Sign up before
December 10" to get on the January-March schedule.

To find out more about or sign up for any of these volunteer opportunities, contact Mackenzie Tietjen or Susan Kain
at deerflat@fws.gov or (208)-467-9278.

Thank you, and see you at the Refuge!




