Deer Flat National Wildlife Refuge
Volunteer Newsletter ¢ July & August 2014

Don’t Miss These Volunteer Opportunities!
Volunteers are especially needed for the following projects: Collecting Owl Pellets and Weekday and Saturday Visitor
Center Host (help welcome visitors and answer questions and phones). See next page for more information.

What’s New?

We're coming up on the end of our fiscal year, which means that it is time for volunteer reporting. If you have
volunteered since October 1, 2013, please submit your hours since then. Please also submit the number of hours you
think you will work between now and September 30, 2014. Deadline: August 10™. If you have already submitted a time
sheet or your time sheet is in the VC volunteer notebook, then no need to submit anything!

We're looking forward to welcoming the new Refuge Manager, Annette deKnijf, who will be arriving August 11™. She has
been serving as Refuge Manager at Bear Lake National Wildlife Refuge in Southeast Idaho. Stop by sometime to
introduce yourself!

Cheers!

Cheers to the well over 50 BioBlitz and Kids’ Fishing Day volunteers, as well
as the many exhibitors and Friends of Deer Flat sponsors. Like so many
other Refuge activities, we could not hold these events without volunteers
and partners. Thanks for helping bring smiles and excitement about
biodiversity and fishing to the over 500 attendees!

Cheers to the volunteer photographers who provide so many images for

brochures, the website, Facebook (a great place to check out volunteer - -
photos!), this newsletter, and more. If anyone is interested in taking Volunteer Chris helps the Blue Goose, mascot of the
photos, please ask about how to get involved! National Wildlife Refuge System (and Volunteer

Rachel!), and kids compete in Animal Olympics at

Cheers also to Hanna, Ammaris, Star, Tami, Frank, Linda, and Maizie for e e

their help with our two summer day camps.
Around the water cooler... Endings and beginnings. Kacey Kai, our Environmental ,

Educator/Volunteer Coordinator AmeriCorps Member, will be completing her term at the
end of this month. We’re hoping to be able to welcome her back again in September, but
wanted to say thanks from staff and volunteers who have appreciated her hard work and
sense of humor! We are also happy to welcome back Frank and Linda Strehle as RV
volunteers through the end of October. They will be helping with a variety of
educational, visitor services, and habitat improvement projects and also helping to plan
events. It’s great to have them back!

Friends of Deer Flat National Wildlife Refuge

The Friends of Deer Flat is a non-profit organization that supports the Refuge in many ,
ways, including providing food for BioBlitz and Kids’ Fishing Day volunteers and hosting Volunteer Bob teaches a young
the recent volunteer social. Friends memberships start at $10 and are tax deductible. angler to fish at Kids’ Fishing Day.
Friendsofdfwr@gmail.com for info about membership or getting involved. Photo © Janice Engle

Upcoming Events Unless otherwise stated, all activities take place at the Refuge Visitor Center
Reading at the Refuge—Monday, August 4™ and August 18""—10 AM and repeating at 2 PM
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Preschool children and their parents are invited to a free wildlife-focused story hour for preschoolers.

Don’t-Miss Volunteer Opportunities!

Collecting owl pellets

Participants in our EE program have used nearly all of our owl pellet stash, so
we need more! If you find owl pellets or know where we can find them,
please bring them to the Visitor Center or let us know where to collect them.

Visitor Center Host (8-10 volunteers per month)
Dates and Times: Weekdays and Saturdays throughout the year.

With recent staff losses, we could use more volunteers to help welcome
visitors and answer questions and phones on weekdays. We also need
volunteers to help keep the Visitor Center open on Saturdays. If you enjoy
interacting with people and sharing wildlife stories with visitors, this might be
the opportunity for you! Training is provided. Deadline to Register: Ongoing

Other Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities

Reading at the Refuge (1-2 volunteers per month)

Dates and Time: 1% & 3™ Mondays (10:00am and 2:00pm)

Help free up staff time to lead other educational programs, and help connect
youngsters to wildlife and nature. We are seeking volunteers to select and
acquire story books, prepare wildlife-oriented crafts, and lead the storytelling
and craft making. Deadline to register: Ongoing.

National Public Lands Day (As many as possible!!)
Dates and Time: September 27", 9:00am-12pm

Celebrate National Public Lands Day by volunteering to improve habitat for
wildlife by removing noxious weeds or picking up litter. Crew leaders also
needed. Deadline to register: Crew leaders: August 29"; Crew members:
September 22™.

Duck Banding Volunteers (10-14 volunteers)
Date and Time: To be announced date probably in September

Kids discovering what is inside an owl pellet.
Photo USFWS

Kacey reading to kids at Reading at the Refuge.
Photo USFWS/Paige Engelbrektsson

With staff reductions, we may not be able to do the annual duck banding, but please let Susan know if you are
interested in helping if we do end up banding. Volunteers will help secure nets and gather ducks from the nets to place

in the holding boxes or pass to staff to band.

Bird Feeding (3-5 Volunteers)
Dates and Times September 27", 1:00pm

The Friends of Deer Flat is again seeking help feeding wintering birds from November through March. If you are
interested, contact Noreen Tripp at 249-8162 or tonotripp@cableone.net for questions or to join the training on

September 27",

To find out more about or sign up for any of these volunteer opportunities, contact Susan Kain or Kacey Kai at

Thank you, and see you at the Refuge!

deerflat@fws.gov or (208)-467-9278.




