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•The star of the show in the Wind River is the steelhead, AKA 

anadromous rainbow trout.   

 

•It was listed as “Threatened” in 1998, and remains so today.   

 

•For those new to steelhead biology, I put some of the common-use 

words we use to describe the life history stages of this critter, with the 

developmental stages from egg to fry to parr taking place in freshwater, 

when they then undergo a huge physiological change or “smolting” 

associated with preparing for 1 to several years in saltwater. 
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