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Dedicated to the memory of Bill Knox.




Bull trout are likely to be at the brink of
extinction in the near future.

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Revised Draft Recovery Plan
for the Coterminous

United States Population

of Bull Trout

(Salvelinus confluentis)




Whether reintroductions can be effective
recovery actions is unclear.




Bull trout in the upper Wallowa River (WR)
were extirpated in the 1950’s.
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Bull trout have colonized the Wallowa Valley
Improvement Canal
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Bull trout from the WVIC were translocated
to the WR.
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Char currently occupy the WR, but their
purity and origin is uncle.




Pure bull trout occupied the WR.

Bu x Br Trout (28.6%)

Bull Trout (71.4%)




WR bull trout were more similar to those
from the Imnaha than the Grande Ronde.
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WR bull trout likely came from successful
spawning and natural production.
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WR bull trout exhibit a genetic profile
consistent with a recent translocation.
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The population size of WR bull trout may be
relatively small.

Allelic Richness
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Were bull trout successfully reintroduced
into the Wallowa River ...

e WR bull trout likely of Imnaha origin

e WR bull trout unlikely to be originally
translocated fish ...
Evidence for:

—  Successful spawning
Natural production
Recolonization

However:

Low genelic diversity
Unknown/Low population size
Long-term




Conditions may have been important for the
success of this reintroduction?
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