Rainbow Basin/Owl Canyon

Description/Location: Approximately 8 miles north of Barstow in central San Bernardino County. Accessible
by Fort Irwin Road, then west on Fossil Bed Road to the Rainbow Basin Road.

Nationally Significant Values:
Scientific: This area is of importance for its paleontological resources. The study of these resources will help
to better understand effects of climate change.

Special Designations/Management Plan/Date: ACEC Plan No. 39, May 1991
Relevance and Importance Criteria: Relevant wildlife, scenic, geological and paleontological resource
values. Contains a spectacular display of colorful sedimentary rocks with geological structures clearly

exposed. Contains habitat for the desert tortoise, as well as two nest sites for the prairie falcon.

Goals: Preservation and protection of outstanding and significant values, while allowing for public use,
appreciation and study.

For NLCS Lands: Where this ruleset differs from the plan-wide NLCS rulesets, the more restrictive rules will
apply.

Designation and Acreage by Alternative:

Alternative Wiil]':\: :géecsc?rfvltllli-lzlsife BLM Acres within BLM Acres within ACEC
. ACEC Wildlife Allocation Disturbance Cap
Allocation
No Action 0 4,100 0 NA
Preferred 4,100 4,100 0 0.5%
Alternative
1 0 4,100 0 0.5%
) 4,100 4,100 0 0.5%
3 0 4,100 0 0.5%
4 3,800 4,100 0 0.5%

* Acreage values are for BLM managed lands

Alternatives:
All Alternatives — this existing ACEC would continue to be managed as it currently is.

Objectives (desired future conditions)/Allowable Uses/Management Actions | Resource

Objective: Manage for the protection of rare species and communities. Vegetation — Including
Management Action 1: Survey for sensitive species, identify current occupied special status species
and potential habitat, identify and implement actions to conserve and improve
habitat conditions

Management Action 2 : Protect Natural Communities listed as rare by the
state.




Objective: Manage for the protection of sensitive wildlife habitat

Special Status Species:

Desert tortoise

Mojave Ground Squirrel

Management Action: Survey for sensitive species, identify current occupied
and potential habitat, identify and implement actions to conserve and improve
habitat conditions

Fish and Wildlife -
Including special status
species

See programmatic ACEC cultural resources objective and action items in
general cultural resources rules.

Cultural Resources

Objective: General Management and Protection of Paleontological Resources
Management Action 1: Manage and protect fossil resources consistent with
the Paleontological Resources Preservation Act

Management Action 2: Develop plans for the inventory, monitoring, and
scientific and educational use of paleontological resources as needed

Paleontology

Right of way avoidance zone

Rights of Way (ROW)

Not an allowable use. Renewable energy development is not compatible with
NLCS and ACEC unit values and criteria

Geothermal: Area is closed to geothermal leasing and development

Renewable Energy
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