Alligator Rock

Description/Location: In Riverside County just south of Desert Center and south of Interstate 10 at the
north end of Chuckwalla Mountains in Riverside County.

Nationally Significant Values:

Cultural Values: Many factors contribute to the national significance of cultural values associated with the
Alligator Rock area that is currently designated as a National Register District and an ACEC. The area is
unique in that it provides for the largest and most well preserved assemblages of late prehistoric and
archaic era petroglyphs representing human habitation over several thousand years. The petroglyphs
feature several geographically distinct stylistic motifs linking the interior deserts, the Great Basin, and the
coast. One stylistic motif has yet to be explained by local rock art specialists, some say they are “ringing
rocks” (rocks that produce a percussive sound) yet other researchers claim some as yet unknown function.
The ACEC is a critically important cultural use site for a variety of tribes that claim ancestral ties with the
Chuckwalla Valley. This area, which today incorporates the interstate 10 corridor, has been a main
thoroughfare for transportation and trade for millennia, as a “natural topographic funnel” and a “least cost
path” directing people from points east to west from the Pacific coast to the interior southwest. Ancient
“Lake Cahuilla” would have blocked east to west travel further south to several miles south of the
international border, and to the north the Transverse Ranges were a significant obstacle to overcome.
Prehistoric foot trails are still visible across the ACEC, and the Chuckwalla mountains where the geologically
stable desert pavement has preserved them. There are numerous associated artifacts and petroglyphs
located along these trail segments. It is also a site of high religious importance to many tribes and also
associated with several spiritual trails and songs associated with local tribes, rooted deep in their oral
histories. Two sites within this ACEC are listed in National Register of Historic Places and the ACEC contains
an array of known potentially NRHP eligible prehistoric archaeological sites. It is representative of unique
geologic features and outcrops, and hosts a distinct source of a gray-green, speckled, felsic toolstone that
has been documented in archaeological sites throughout the Chuckwalla Valley. Flakes and cores of this
felsic toolstone have been located as far away as the banks of the Colorado River flood plain. A large wash
running north out of the Chuckwalla Mountains at CA-RIV 1383 features several Tenajas above and below
intermittent waterfalls, which likely served early peoples with a seasonal source of water.

The site also features several cleared circles — one of the largest known in the area - and rock rings that
have been ethnographically identified as “dreaming circles” which according to Native American elders are
very important in Native American spiritual beliefs. The particular areas of the site that feature petroglyphs
and cleared circles are also strategic areas that command a wide, clear view of the landscape from an
elevated position, and are within the viewshed of the entire Chuckwalla Valley including other important
Native American spiritual sites.

Scientific Values: The area provides significant opportunities for research that could contribute substantially
to knowledge of early inhabitants, their use of early ecosystems, early migration patterns, as well as early
tribal interactions that have never been studied. An ongoing rock art study and large scale GIS based spatial
documentation of CA-RIV 1383 is currently being performed by specialists in the field and will likely yield
new information for the archaeological record and some insight into rock art use, meaning, and purpose in
prehistoric Native American culture.

Special Designations/Management Plan/Date: — ACEC Plan No. 78 Dtd: 10/03/1986

Relevance and Importance Criteria: Relevant cultural resources. National register Sites; CA-RIV-1383, North
Chuckwalla Mountains Petroglyph District; and CA-RIV-1814, The North Chuckwalla Prehistoric Quarry.




Goals: To preserve and protect cultural and spiritually significant resources values while providing for

compatible public uses.

Designation and Acreage by Alternative:

Alternative Wiffl;i'\r:l AA((,‘:Eisoorf\ll\\I/Ii-I(c:jlsife BLM Acres within BLM Acres within ACEC
. ACEC Wildlife Allocation Disturbance Cap
Allocation
No Action 0 6,300 0 NA
Preferred 6,200 6,800 0 0.5%
Alternative
1 0 6,800 0 0.5%
) 6,800** 6,800 0 0.5%
3 6,200 6,800 0 0.5%
A 2,600 6,800 0 0.5%

* Acreage values are for BLM managed lands
**Includes overlap of existing designated Wilderness

Alternatives:

All Action Alternatives: This ACEC completely overlaps the Chuckwalla ACEC. To resolve this dual
designation, all action alternatives will remove this area from Chuckwalla. It will remain identified as the
Alligator Rock ACEC. Management of this ACEC will continue as it is currently being managed.

No Action: This existing ACEC would continue to be managed as it is and the dual designation would remain.

Objectives(desired future conditions) /Allowable Uses/Management Actions

Resource

Objective: Protect desert pavement and other soils and geologic features
important to the cultural resources of the site.

Management Action: ACEC is limited to designated routes, surface disturbance
limited with mitigation and compensation for impacts to ACEC values.

Soil, water, air

Objective: Protect vegetation in ACEC including special status plants and rare
natural communities.

Management Action: ACEC is limited to designated routes, surface disturbance
limited with mitigation and compensation for impacts to ACEC values.
Management Action 2: Survey for sensitive species, identify current occupied
and potential habitat, identify and implement actions to conserve and improve
habitat conditions

Management Action 3: Protect Natural Communities listed as rare by the state.

Vegetation -
Including special status
plant species

Objective: Recovery of desert tortoise (ACEC is within Tortoise Recovery Unit)
Management Actions: ACEC is limited to designated routes, surface disturbance
limited to 1% with mitigation and compensation for impacts to ACEC values.

Fish and Wildlife -
Including special status
fish and wildlife species




Objective: Educate the public about cultural resources present
Management Action 1: Maintain or expand existing research and education
programs that include excavation, lectures, guided tours, and an outreach
program

Objective: Protect cultural resources
Management Action 1: Increase patrols for protection, compliance and
enforcement

See additional programmatic ACEC cultural resources objective and action items
in general cultural resources rules.

Cultural Resources

Objective: Protect culturally significant landscape.
Management Action: OHV limited to designated routes per NECO plan.

Trails and Travel
Management

Objective: Protect culturally significant landscape.
Management Action: Limit recreation uses to interpretation of cultural values.

Recreation

Objective: Protect culturally significant landscape.
Management Action: Retain lands in public ownership, acquire inholdings from
willing sellers.

Land Tenure

Objective: Protect culturally significant landscape.
Management Action: Limit ROW to designated corridor.

Rights of Way (ROW)

Not an allowable use. Renewable energy development is not compatible with
NLCS and ACEC unit values and criteria.
Geothermal: Area is closed to geothermal leasing and development

Renewable Energy

Objective: Protect culturally significant landscape.
Management Actions: Open to locatable minerals, limited disturbance cap.

Locatable Minerals
Mineral Materials
Non-Energy Leasable
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