Mule-McCoy Linkage

Description/Location: The area is bordered on the west by the Chuckwalla ACEC, on the south by the Palo
Verde Wilderness, and on the north by the Palen-McCoy Wilderness. Current management in the area
includes the Mule Mountain Wildlife Habitat Management Area (WHMA) and Bighorn Sheep WHMAs under
the Northern and Eastern Colorado Desert Coordinated Management Plan and the Mule Mountain ACEC, a
cultural resources ACEC.

Nationally Significant Values:

Cultural: The Mule-McCoy Linkage area has shown to be rich in cultural resources. Transportation and trade
trails follow the bases of the mountains and branch out across the valley floors interconnecting the
mountain range routes. Out in the valley center where wind-blown sand moves across the flats, these trails
lose their physical visage but remain marked by their artifact scatters, such as pot drops (ceramic sherd
scatters), lithic scatters, rock features, and isolated groundstone artifacts. Cremation sites are often
revealed as dune sands move about. Desert Pavement features are extremely stable and preserve artifacts
in situ for thousands of years.

Scientific: Archaeological study can reveal how generations of Native Americans lived and thrived in the
sometimes inhospitable times. Studying these archaeological sites can reveal past climate fluctuations and
environmental communities and compare to our present time climate change models.

Special Designations/ Management Plan/ Date: new proposal for ACEC, are currently managed as a
Bighorn Sheep Wildlife Habitat Management Area (WHMA) and as the Mule Mountain WHMA (NECO 2002).

Relevant and Significant Criteria: Relevant biological and cultural resources. The proposed area would
protect wildlife linkage habitat between the Chuckwalla ACEC/ Palo Verde Wilderness and the Palen-McCoy
Wilderness. The California Department of Fish and Game has identified the area as being critical for burro
deer connectivity in eastern Riverside County. Southern portions of the proposed area contain extensive
significant microphyll woodland and known habitat for several rare species including the California State
Endangered Gila woodpecker. Microphyll woodland is a NECO sensitive plant community. The Mule, McCoy,
and Palo Verde mountains are Bighorn Sheep WHMAs and are currently identified as unoccupied ranges. A
corridor of sand south of Interstate 10 is the eastern extension of the Palen-Ford sand transport corridor/
Mojave fringe-toed Lizard habitat. The Mule Mountains are known to contain major bat colonies including a
maternity roost for California leaf-nosed bats. The proposed area is known to be at a high sensitivity for
cultural resources. Prehistoric Trails are present along the pediments and bajadas in the northern Mules and
southern McCoys. These trails appear to have once connected across the I-10 corridor and numerous sites
relative to trails appear within the sand transport corridor south of the I-10. A National Register
listed(NRHP) Petroglyph site and a natural water source (tenaja) is located on the northwest edge of the
Mules and from there, viewshed issues are of an elevated concern. Recent discoveries of Native American
cremations have been documented in the area south of I-10, east of Wiley’s Well Road, and North of the
Mule Mountains. An ancient Pleistocene/Holocene transition period shoreline of Ford Dry Lake has been
documented immediately west of the Wiley’s Well Rest Stop and Paleoindian artifacts have been recorded
along that shoreline contour, and along the southwestern pediment of the McCoy mountains, The area was
also actively utilized during WWII for the Desert Training Center.

Goals: Protect biological and cultural resources. Maintain wildlife connectivity between the Chuckwalla
DWMA/ Palo Verde Wilderness and the Palen-McCoy Wilderness. Bighorn sheep goals and objectives are
detailed in Section 2.3.1 of the NECO Plan. Desert mule deer goals and objectives are detailed in Section
2.3.1 of the NECO Plan. Special Status Species goals and objectives are detailed in Section 2.3.2 of the NECO




Plan. Maintain the integrity of the sand transport system/ sand sources and Mojave fringed-toed lizard
habitat. Protect the microphyll woodland habitat, particularly the microphyll woodland on the southern
portion of the ACEC in the area of the Palo Verde Mesa. Provide for the protection of cultural resources
associated with the Palen and Ford playas.

Designation and Acreage by Alternative:

Alternative wifrl;i'\r:l AAéEisoorf\ll\\I/Ii-I(c:jlsife BLM Acres within BLM Acres within ACEC
. ACEC Wildlife Allocation Disturbance Cap
Allocation
No Action 0 0 0 NA
Preferred 30,300 51,300 0 0.1 and 0.5%
Alternative
Wildlife
2,200 0 71,600 )
1 Allocation
) 51,000 51,000 0 0.1 and 0.25%
3 2,300 71,600 0 0.1, 0.5, and 1%
4 0 0 0 NA

* Acreage values are for BLM managed lands

** This conservation area is zoned, with different disturbance caps associated with the zones. The 0.1% disturbance cap applies
to critical tortoise linkages, the 0.5 disturbance cap is associated with desert tortoise conservation areas, and the 1% disturbance
cap is associated with all other resource values.

Alternatives:

Under Alternatives Preferred and 2—This area (size and location vary between alternative, see table above
and maps that follow) would be identified as an ACEC. A connectivity corridor, at least 2 kilometers wide,
will be designated crossing over/through the Development Focus Area that divides this ACEC into north and
south sections. This corridor’s specific location will be determined at the time that the Plan of
Development/Project specific NEPA. This corridor would be managed to support and maintain wildlife
connectivity.

Under Alternatives 1 and 3 —This area (size and location vary between alternative, see table above and
maps that follow) would be identified as an ACEC and/or Wildlife Allocation Area and would be managed to
support and maintain wildlife connectivity.

Alt 4 — This area would be managed as a Development Focus Area. A connectivity corridor, at least 2
kilometers wide, will be designated crossing over/through the Development Focus Area. This corridor’s
specific location will be determined at the time that the Plan of Development/Project specific NEPA. This
corridor would be managed to support and maintain wildlife connectivity across the Development Focus
Area to support wildlife and plant populations in the conservation areas that are north and south of this
DFA.

No Action — this conservation area would not exist, special wildlife management objectives would follow the
NECO plan.




Objectives (desired future conditions)/Allowable Uses/Management Actions

Resource

Restrict construction activities when soils are susceptible to heightened risk of
erosion. Limit ground-disturbing activities when soils are wet in order to avoid
compaction of soils.

Comply with the State of California for all proposed actions that would
contribute to particulate matter emissions.

Objective: Prevent excessive ground water withdrawal that would potentially
threaten groundwater dependent vegetation.

Management Action: Allow no activities that would create a water basin
deficit/ decline.

Obijective: Protective water flows/ hydrologic regime surrounding microphyll
woodlands.

Soil, water, air

Special status plant species within this ACEC include Coryphantha alversonii
and Proboscidea althaefolia. Desert dry wash woodland (microphyll woodland)
is a sensitive vegetation type in the proposed ACEC.

Objective: Control invasive species on the sand dunes (e.g., tamarisk within the
palo verde thickets, Sahara mustard within the dunes/ MFTL habitat).
Management Action: Establish cooperative regional weed management area.

Objective: Protect and enhance microphyll woodlands.

Management Action: control invasive exotics (particularly Tamarix); protect,
stabilize, and enhance ecological values of the microphyll woodland; control
vehicle access and impacts related to heavy recreational use; design projects to
limit altering water flows.

Vegetation (incl. special
status species)

Special Status animal species within the ACEC include Couch’s spadefoot toad,
Mojave fringe-toed lizard, Chuckwalla, Townsend’s big-eared bat, pallid bat,
pocketed free-tailed bat, cave myotis, occult little brown bat, California leaf-
nosed bat, fringed myotis, prairie falcon, mountain plover, Gila woodpecker,
yellow warbler, rosy boa, Leconte’s thrasher, mountain lion, desert/burro deer,
bighorn sheep, desert tortoise, and Colorado Valley wood rat.

Objective: Bighorn sheep conservation. The proposed ACEC would protect
bighorn sheep demes and corridors. These areas are currently managed in the
NECO Plan as Bighorn Sheep Wildlife Habitat Management Areas. The Mule,
McCoy, and Palo Verde mountains are identified as currently unoccupied
ranges. Section 2.3.1 of the NECO Plan contains the goals and objectives of the
bighorn sheep conservation strategy, including protecting essential habitat,
maintain movement corridors, constructing of new water sources to expand
useable habitat for sheep and reestablishing lost demes in the Mule and Palo
Verde mountains.

Objective: Burro mule deer conservation. Section 2.3.2 of the NECO Plan
contain the goals and objectives of burro mule deer conservation, including the

Fish and Wildlife (incl.
special status species)




development of new water sources to expand useable habitat for deer.

Objective: Special status species goals and objectives. Section 2.3.3 of the
NECO Plan details the goals and objectives of the other special status species
found in the NECO Planning Area.

Objective: Maintain wildlife connectivity between the Chuckwalla DWMA/ Palo
Verde Wilderness and the Palen-McCoy Wilderness.

Objective: Maintain the integrity of the sand transport system and sand
sources. Control invasive species on the sand dunes (e.g., control tamarisk
within the palo verde thickets, control Sahara mustard within the dunes/ MFTL
habitat).

Management Action: prevent or mitigate projects that would have the
potential to impede sand transport or would impact sand source areas.

Manage as VRM Class Il (south of I-10) and Class Il (north of I-10)

Visual Resources

Management Action: OHV use limited to designated routes.

Trails and Travel
Management

Objective: Area would be managed as within the Eastern Riverside Extensive
Recreation Management Area (ERMA). Provide dispersed opportunities
focused on enjoyment of the ACEC qualities.

This ACEC overlaps the Mule Mountains LTVA Special Recreation Management
Area (SRMA). Please refer to the SRMA summary for details on recreation
goals/management

Recreation

Objective: Retain public lands.
Management Action: Acquire all inholdings from willing sellers

Land Tenure

Objective: Maintain and enhance wildlife connectivity

Management Action: The ACEC would be ROW avoidance area. ROWs in
avoidance areas would be authorized on a case by case basis to meet public
demand consistent with the goals and objectives of the ACEC. All relevant and
importance values of the ACEC must be protected. For all avoidance areas
within the ACEC, ROW development and land use authorizations must ensure
full protection, or be fully mitigated.

Rights of Way (ROW)

Not an allowable use. Renewable energy development is not compatible with
NLCS and ACEC unit values and criteria.
Geothermal: Area is closed to geothermal leasing and development

Renewable Energy

Continue to allow mineral material disposals on a case by-case basis subject to
site specific environmental analysis. Allow no disposal of mineral material in
Lands with Wilderness Characteristics.

No-surface occupancy leasable minerals.

Locatable Minerals
Mineral Materials
Non-Energy Leasables
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