McCoy Wash

Description/Location: The McCoy Wash is located between the Palen-McCoy Wilderness and the Big Maria
Mountain Wilderness. It is approximately 3 miles north-northwest of Blythe.

Nationally Significant Values:

Cultural Values: Microphyll ecological zones provided prehistoric peoples with numerous food and material
resources in which to sustain life. Mojave people moved their residences up to these higher river mesas
during the annual flooding of the Colorado River. The McCoy Mountain pediments where washes are deeply
carved into the bedrock, feature rock art and evidence of habitation dating back to Paleoindian times. These
petroglyphs are still considered as sacred to today’s Native American People. Evidence of prehistoric trail
segments are present along the desert pavements where the mountain bajadas and pediments interface.
Cobble terraces that formed during the Pleistocene flooding of the Colorado river supplied prehistoric
peoples with high quality toolstones for fashioning implements and were traded over long distances.
Quarrying sites and thousands of single lithic reductions sites are located on these several-hundred-acre
geologic features. Multiple fire-affected rock features have been located along the periphery of these
cobble terraces that are believed to be either toolstone heat treating ovens or remnants of camps and
cooking. Further research is pending.

Scientific Values: The McCoy wash features several ecological areas as it drains the slopes of two mountain
ranges into the Colorado River to the east. Microphyll woodlands rocky canyons and sandy flats make up
just a sample of the landforms present. Various avian, mammalian, and reptilian species call this area home.

Special Designations/Management Plan/ Date: new proposal

Relevant and Significant Criteria: Relevant biological and cultural resources. The proposed unit would
protect critical desert dry wash woodland habitat in the McCoy Valley. The proposed unit would be a
corridor of habitat within the Riverside East Solar Energy Zone. Desert dry wash woodland, also called
microphyll woodland, consists of drought-deciduous, small-leaved (microphyllous), mostly leguminous trees
of riparian or wash areas. The trees in the McCoy Wash reach 30 feet or more in height and include some
very dense woodlands. This plant community is considered sensitive by the California Resources Agency and
as an Important Bird Area by the Audubon Society. Wildlife species richness is much higher in this than
other community types in the desert, and this community is slow to recover from disturbance. Threats
include invasive exotics (particularly Tamarix), impacts related to heavy recreational use, and altered water
flows. The California Desert Conservation Area Plan identified the McCoy Wash as a planned management
area for wildlife.

Goals and Objectives: Protect and enhance the microphyll woodland in the McCoy Wash. Protect cultural
resources.




Designation and Acreage by Alternative:

Alternative wi?fl;i'\r:l :é;ecsoorfvltllli-lfjlsife BLM Acres within BLM Acres within ACEC
. ACEC Wildlife Allocation Disturbance Cap
Allocation
No Action 0 0 0 NA
Preferred 0 6,400 0.1%
Alternative
1 700 6,400 0 0.1%
) 0 0 0 NA
3 1000 6,400 0 0.1%
4 0 0 0 NA

* Acreage values are for BLM managed lands

Alternatives:

Alternatives Preferred, 1, and 3 — This area would be designated as an ACEC and would be managed as a

ROW exclusion zone and managed for conservation purposes.

Alt 2 and 4 — this area would not be designated as a conservation area, it would be identified as part of the

Development Focus Area

No Action: this area is designated as a Solar Energy Zone and the rule sets identified in the Solar PEIS would

be implemented.

Objectives (desired future conditions)/Allowable Uses/Management Actions

Resource

Restrict construction activities when soils are susceptible to heightened risk of
erosion. Limit ground-disturbing activities when soils are wet in order to avoid
compaction of soils.

Comply with the State of California for all proposed actions that would
contribute to particulate matter emissions.

Objective: Protect the hydrologic flow regime in the McCoy Valley.

Soil, water, air

Special status plant species within this ACEC include Coryphantha alversonii
and Proboscidea althaefolia. Desert dry wash woodland is a NECO sensitive
plant community and is considered sensitive by the California Resources
Agency.

Objective: Protect and enhance the microphyll woodland in the McCoy Wash.
Management Action: control invasive exotics (particularly Tamarix)
Management Action: protect, stabilize, and enhance ecological values
Management Action: control vehicle access and impacts related to heavy
recreational use

Management Action: design projects to mitigate altered water flows.

Vegetation (incl. special
status species)




Special Status animal species within the ACEC include desert tortoise, Couch’s
spadefoot toad, Townsend’s big-eared bat, pallid bat, California leaf-nosed bat,
cave myotis, occult little brown bat, gila woodpecker, vermilion flycatcher,
yellow warbler, prairie falcon, rosy boa, Leconte’s thrasher, mountain lion,
burro deer, and Colorado Valley wood rat.

Objective: Protect wash habitat

Fish and Wildlife (incl.
special status species)

Objective: Protect wash habitat

Trails and Travel

Allowable Uses: All vehicle traffic limited to designated roads and trails Management
Management Action: Establish no new routes in ACEC
Objective: Area would be managed within the Eastern Riverside Extensive Recreation

Recreation Management Area (ERMA). Provide dispersed opportunities
focused on enjoyment of the ACEC qualities.

Objective: Consolidate habitat management
Management Action: Acquire inholdings from willing sellers

Land Tenure

The area would be managed as a right of way exclusion area.

Rights of Way (ROW)

Not an allowable use. Renewable energy development is not compatible with
NLCS and ACEC unit values and criteria

Geothermal: Area is closed to geothermal leasing and development

Renewable Energy

Recommend withdrawal of the ACEC from locatable mineral entry.
Continue to allow mineral material disposals on a case by-case basis subject to
site specific environmental analysis. Allow no disposal of mineral material in

Lands with Wilderness Characteristics.

No-surface occupancy leasable minerals.

Locatable Minerals
Mineral Materials
Non-Energy Leasables




McCoy Wash

' Upper i~ /
,M(:,Goy <
McCoy /
Valley
Mule I\/lcCoy
Linkage?
// @\l@
25 ACEC Layers Land Status GTLF L
[ IMiles . Bureau of Land
i, Preferred Alternative ACECs ] Fxisting ACEC o Citics parean ol Land - perstate \\ ("
[ JKilometers ég\?“i\\"”/:’*% ¥ m Proposed ACEC OHYV Areas State == US Hwy \\i
| ‘;.§ Date Printed: 5/26/2013 Proposed NLCS l"_—_- CDCA Boundary Il Other Federal
LA s>’ Prepared by BLM California State Office B Dcsign Focus Arcas DRECP Boundary [N Military CA Hwy
Legislatively and = County Hwy < -]

Legally Protected

] BLM Field Office

|:| Private




McCoy Wash

1

-
%5
25 ACEC Layers Land Status GTLF L
[ IMiles ; B f Land N
35 Alternatlve 1 ACECS m Existing ACEC ® (Cities J;;:;;ne;: — Interstate \\ F;
[ JKilometers m Proposed ACEC OHV Areas State == S Hwy \\i
Date Printed: 5/29/2013 Proposed NLCS [ 73 CDCA Boundary Il Other Federal
Prepared by BLM California State Office B Design Focus Areas DRECP Boundary I Milicary = CA Hwy
Legislatively and D BLM Field Office [ private === County Hwy Y T

Legally Protected




McCoy Valley

: 35 - ‘ ACEC Layers Land Status f GTLF . L
» 7 Alternative 3 ACECs X Existing ACEC ® Cities w ;Z;:mfﬁ: ¢ = nerstare \ ;
[ JKilometers B2 proposed AcEC OHYV Areas State == US Hwy \F:
N ¥ Date Printed: 5/29/2013 Proposed NLCS l"_—_- CDCA Boundary Il Other Federal
$';§:2 Pfepafed bY BLM California State Office B Design Focus Areas DRECP Boundary I Milicary == CAHwy i
<% Legislatively and 1 BLM Field Office [ private === County Hwy < T

Legally Protected






