Great Falls Basin

Description/Location: Located in the northern Mojave Desert in the Argus Range, approximately 8 miles
north of the town of Trona, California.

Nationally Significant Values:
Ecological: Contains intact habitat for a relict population of Inyo California Towhee, which has been state
listed as endangered and is listed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as threatened.

Special Designhations/Management Plan/Date: Plan 12/1987

Relevance and Importance Criteria: Provides relevant and important wildlife habitat and scenic values with
the Falls themselves. Furthermore, it falls within the Mojave Ground Squirrel Conservation Area and the
proposed Argus Range Key Raptor Area.

Goals: Protect and enhance wildlife and plant resources and habitat.

For NLCS Lands -- Where this ruleset differs from the plan-wide NLCS rulesets, the more restrictive rules will
apply.

Designation and Acreage by Alternative:

Alternative wiftl;i':l AAéEis:rf\ll\\I/Ii-l(c:jlsife BLM Acres within BLM Acres within ACEC
. ACEC Wildlife Allocation Disturbance Cap
Allocation
No Action 0 9,500 0 NA
Preferred 500 9,500 0 1%
Alternative
1 500 9,500 0 1%
) 9,500** 9,500 0 1%
3 500 9,500 0 1%
4 500 9,500 0 1%

* Acreage values are for BLM managed lands
**Includes overlap of existing designated Wilderness

Alternatives:
All Alternatives — this existing ACEC would continue to be managed as it currently is.

Objectives (desired future conditions)/Allowable Uses/Management Actions | Resource

Objective: Soils exhibit functional biological and physical characteristics that Soil, water, air
are appropriate to soil type, climate, and land form.

Allowable Uses: Restrict construction activities when soils are susceptible to
heightened risk of erosion.

Management Actions: Ensure soils to meet or exceed the Soil Standard of
Rangeland Health, as indicated by ground or plant cover, diversity of plant
species, minimal evidence of accelerated wind and water erosion and the




presence of biological soil crusts where appropriate.

Objective: Protect the hydrologic flow regime in all of the wetlands, springs,
and riparian areas

Allowable Uses: Existing water rights. Remove any unauthorized developments
(possibly Bainter Spring, Chris Wicht Camp).

Management Action: Manage riparian/wetland vegetation, structure, and
diversity and stream channels and floodplains so that they are function and
achieving physical and biological objectives.

Management Action: Monitor Proper Functioning Condition and restore
natural flow stream morphology when needed

Management Action: Monitor water uses

Management Action: Follow proper procedures for eliminating ROWS and
removing developments where they are no longer in use or are not being used
for the (mostly mining) purposes for which they were granted.

Check status of all wells on public lands in the area.

Management Action: Protect federal reserve water rights in wilderness.
Management Action: Remove excess burros to protect seeps, springs, and
riparian habitat in the area.

Management Action: Maintain protective burro exclosure fences around seeps,
springs, and riparian areas.

Objective: Protect Riparian Vegetation which is critical Towhee habitat
Management Action: Continue invasive tamarisk removal Management Action:
Remove excess burros to protect seeps, springs, and riparian habitat in the
area.

Management Action: Maintain protective burro exclosure fences around seeps,
springs, and riparian areas.

Vegetation (incl. special
status species)

Objective: Protect Inyo CA Towhee by ensuring habitat is in a stable or
improving condition habitat

Management Action: Continue Burro Removal and maintain protective burro
exclosure fences around seeps, springs, and riparian areas.

Objective: Protect raptors by ensuring nesting and foraging habitat is in a stable
or improving condition habitat
Management Action: Minimize disturbance to nesting activities

Fish and Wildlife (incl.
special status species)

Objective: Preserve the sense of isolation and vast, unspoiled view shed in this
area

Allowable uses: The current Great Falls Basin ACEC has been classified as Class
Il Visual Resource Management Areas. The objective of this class is to retain
the existing character of the landscape. The level of acceptable change to the
characteristic landscape should be low.

Management Actions: Account for Visual Resource Inventory in all project
assessments

Visual Resources




Objective: Limit motorized vehicles to open designated routes and prevent

Trails and Travel

user-created routes from developing. Management
Allowable Uses: Motorized, non-motorized, non-mechanized, etc

No vehicle use within the Argus Mt Vehicle Closed Area.

Management Actions: All designated open routes will be signed, all routes

identified as closed will be rehabilitated/restored, restore all undesignated

OHV routes

Objective: Provide diverse recreational opportunities that are compatible with | Recreation

the ACEC values and the protection of Preteet sensitive riparian resources (i.e.
nesting Inyo CA Towhee) and people from the risk of fire and accidental
shooting.

Allowable Uses: All forms of recreational use are allowed including but not
limited to dispersed camping, hunting, photography, picnicking, climbing, rock
hounding, astronomy/ star gazing, nature study and viewing as long as these
activities due not degrade the relevant and important values that the ACEC is
being established for.

Management Action: No camping within 200 yards of springs and riparian
areas.

Management Actions: Follow-through with the existing Great Fall Basin ACEC
recommendation to prohibit target shooting within the original ACEC
boundaries in the large wash on the approach to and at the base of the falls.
This prohibition is necessary to reduce litter (particularly broken glass) and to
protect public safety.

Management Action: Increase LE ranger patrols to enforce compliance with fire
restrictions, camping limits, and vehicle use on the designated route system.
Management Action: Increase information to public and LE patrols, maintain
signs, vehicle barriers and kiosks, and work with volunteers to clean-up parking
and camping areas on a regular basis.

Objective: Consolidate habitat management
Management Action: Acquire inholdings from willing sellers

Land Tenure

Objective: Provide for existing and new ROWs while protecting the sensitive
resources.

Allowable Uses: There are several existing ROWSs in the area, including roads,
power lines, and water pipelines servicing private property.

Exclusion Area: Critical habitat for Inyo CA Towhee

Management Action: New proposals will need to be analyzed at on a case-by-
case basis and cumulatively, to assess whether they can be accommodated
within the area and its management goals.

Existing water diversions, pipelines, and wells on public lands should be
checked for legitimacy of use (authorized ROWS and terms of use) and
condition. All unauthorized uses should be terminated and unauthorized
developments, unless historic in nature, removed.

Rights of Way

Not an allowable use. Renewable energy development is not compatible with
NLCS and ACEC unit values and criteria

Geothermal: Area is closed to geothermal leasing and development

Renewable Energy




Objective: Support the national need for reliable and sustainable domestic Locatable Minerals
minerals while protecting the sensitive resources in the area. Mineral Materials
Allowable Uses: Exclusion Area: Critical habitat for Inyo CA Towhee Non-energy Leaseables
Management Actions: New proposals will need to be analyzed at on a case-by-
case basis and cumulatively, to assess whether they can be accommodated
within the ACEC and its management goals.

Objective: Removal of wild burros and horses in the area to attain the Wild Horse & Burros
management goals.

Management Action: Continue to manage herd following Centennial Herd
Management Plan
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