Pisgah Research Natural Area

Description/Location: This unit is along Interstate 40 east of Barstow, south of the Cady Mountains, west of
Mojave National Preserve and east of Ord-Rodman DWMA.

Nationally Significant Values:

Ecological: This area provides high density Desert tortoise habitat and encompassed designated desert
tortoise critical habitat. This area provides regionally important tortoise habitat linkage which provides
landscape connectivity. Relevant biological resources including wildlife and plant assemblages. The area is
critical for bighorn sheep, golden eagles, desert tortoise, prairie falcons, Mojave fringed toed lizards and
several other species. Additionally, numerous rare and sensitive plants have major populations here,
including white-margined penstemon, making the area regionally significant. This area contains an unusual
invertebrate assemblage associated with lava tubes — some species may not have been described yet by
scientists.

Special Designations/Management Plan/Date: Established in WEMO, March 2006.

Relevance and Importance Criteria: Relevant biological resources including wildlife and plant assemblages.
The area is critical for bighorn sheep, golden eagles, desert tortoise, prairie falcons, Mojave fringed toed
lizards and several other species. Additionally, numerous rare and sensitive plants have major populations
here, including white-margined penstemon and Crucifixion Thorn, making the area regionally significant.
Stabilized sand dunes are an important geomorphic feature of the area. The area provides critical links for
wildlife populations to the north and south of this linkage area.

The expansion area has the following Relevance and Importance Criteria making it worthy of inclusion into
the ACEC. The area provides habitat and supports important populations of several BLM sensitive plants.
The area provided habitat and supports regionally important populations of desert tortoise between
tortoise populations. This area contains an unusual invertebrate assemblage associated with lava tubes —
some species may not have been described yet by scientists.

Goals: Protect biological values, including habitat quality, populations of sensitive species, and landscape
connectivity while providing for compatible public uses.

For NLCS Lands: Where this ruleset differs from the plan-wide NLCS rulesets, the more restrictive rules will
apply.




Designation and Acreage by Alternative:

Alternative wi?fl;i'\r:l :é;ecsoorfvltllli-lf:llsife BLM Acres within BLM Acres within ACEC
. ACEC Wildlife Allocation Disturbance Cap
Allocation
No Action 0 18,100 0 NA
Preferred 42,500 44,500 1%
Alternative
1 20,500 43,400 0 1%
) 40,400 40,400 0 1%
3 42,400 46,400 0 1%
4 15,400 28,200 0 1%

* Acreage values are for BLM managed lands

Alternatives:

All Action Alternatives — this existing ACEC is expanded, size and location vary (see table above and

maps that follow for comparison).

No Action Alternative — this ACEC would be managed as it currently is.

Objectives (desired future conditions)/Allowable Uses/Management Actions

Resource

Objective: Maintain or improve condition of habitat for sensitive plants
Management Action 1: Remove invasive plants, rehabilitate/revegetate
disturbed areas

Management Action 2: Protect populations of special status plants including
White-margined penstemon (Penstemon albomarginatus) by fencing as
appropriate

Management Action 3: Sign large populations of Crucifixion Thorn to notify
campers that firewood harvesting is prohibited

Management Action 4: Protect Natural Communities listed by the state as
rare.

Vegetation - Including
special status species

Objective: Maintain or improve condition of habitat for sensitive wildlife
Sensitive wildlife includes:

Golden Eagle

Burrowing owl

Bighorn sheep

American badger

Bendires’ thrasher

Mojave fringe-toed lizard

Management Action 1: Maintain viable populations and connections between
other conservation areas

Management Action 2: Protect occupied habitat of the Mohave Fringe-towed
Lizards by maintaining on-site habitat patches and protecting the sand

Fish and Wildlife Including
special status species




transport system which sustains these habitat patches
Management Action 3: Conduct invertebrate inventory of the lava tubes

Objective: Protect sensitive habitat from impacts associated with vehicle
traffic

Allowable Uses: All vehicle traffic limited to designated roads and trails
Management Action 1: Establish no new routes in ACEC

Management Action 2: Modify the WEMO Route Network to reflect open
routes through the ACEC and close other existing unauthorized routes
Management Action 3: All legal open routes will be signed, all routes
identified as closed will be rehabilitated/restored, restore all undesignated
OHV routes

Management Action 4: Fence known populations of white-margined
beardtongue that are adjacent to open routs

Trails and Travel
Management

Objective: Inform the public of the importance of the ACEC
Management Action: Install interpretive signs at access points to the ACEC,
conduct public education efforts concerning OHV use in the desert

Recreation

Objective: Consolidate habitat management
Management Action: Acquire inholdings from willing sellers

Land Tenure

Objective: Maintain wildlife linkage and protect desert tortoise critical habitat
Management Action: To the degree possible, new utility right-of-ways shall be
situated as closely together as practical given engineering specifications,
human safety, and other limiting factors

Rights of Way (ROW)

Not an allowable use. Renewable energy development is not compatible with
NLCS and ACEC unit values and criteria

Geothermal: Area closed to geothermal leasing and development

Renewable Energy

Objective: Protect White-margined penstemon from mining activities
Management Action 1: Include stipulations to protect the White-margined
penstemon including not disturbing occupied habitat

Management Action 2: Protect the lava and lava tubes.

Management Action 3: Restrict mining and other permitted used from
impacting the lava and lava tubes

Locatable Minerals
Mineral Materials
Non-Energy Leasables

Objective: Protect desert tortoise from impacts associated with cattle grazing
Management Action: There is a current cattle allotment, the Cady Mountain
Allotment, within this ACEC, which is currently not grazed and shall be retired

Livestock grazing
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