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CRITICAL HABITAT DESIGNATED FOR SPREADING NAVARRETIA

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service published today a final rule designating approximately 652 acres of
land for the federally threatened Navarretia fossalis (spreading navarretia). Areas designated as critical
habitat include portions of Los Angeles and San Diego counties, California. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service had previously published a proposed rule designating 4,301 acres of critical habitat for this
species. The critical habitat was reduced by about two-thirds after revisions were made based on internal
review, public comments, and new information received over the past year.

Impacts associated with conservation activities for spreading navarretia on the 4,301 acres of proposed
critical habitat are estimated to range from $13.9 to $32.1 million over the next 20 years, with an
annualized impact of approximately $1.3 million to $3 million. However, the current designation is
significantly smaller than the proposed critical habitat acreage, therefore, economic impacts are
anticipated to be reduced.

A total 022,804 acres of habitat was identified as eligible for designation as critical habitat for
spreading navarretia. About 21,458 acres of this habitat was excluded from the designation because
these areas are part of existing Habitat Conservation Plans or, in the case of Department of Defense
lands, completed Integrated Natural Resource Management Plans (INRMP). These plans include the
Western Riverside County Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan, the San Diego Multiple Species
Conservation Program and the INRMPs at Marine Corps Air Station, Miramar and Marine Corps Base,
Camp Pendleton. These areas were excluded because these plans provide conservation measures for
spreading navarretia.

Other lands were removed from the final designation because improved mapping technology enabled the
Service to determine a more precise delineation of critical habitat boundaries or because some lands
originally proposed for designation were re-assessed and determined not to contain the physical and
biological features essential to the conservation of the species.

Areas designated as critical habitat for spreading navarretia are identified in 5 geographically separate
units, including portions of the Cruzan Mesa in Los Angeles County; and in San Diego County a small
area adjacent to the Poinsettia Lane Train Station in the City of Carlsbad, some lands in the City of San
Marcos, an area south of the San Dieguito River, and some land in the community of Ramona. Each unit
includes lands occupied by the plant and surrounding watersheds that provide the necessary hydrological
processes to sustain the vernal pools or alkali wetlands where the plants occur.



Almost all of the areas designated as critical habitat are on privately owned land, with approximately 42
acres of land on the federally managed San Diego National Wildlife Refuge.

Critical habitat is a term in the Endangered Species Act. It identifies geographic areas that contain
features essential for the conservation of a threatened or endangered species and may require special
management considerations or protection. The designation of critical habitat does not affect land
ownership or establish a refuge, wilderness, reserve, preserve, or other conservation area. It does not
allow government or public access to private lands. Critical habitat has no regulatory impact on private
landowners taking actions on their land, unless they are doing something that involves Federal funding
or permits.

Spreading navarretia is a member of the phlox family. This plant only grows to about 6 inches tall and
has small lavender to white flowers. The flowers of this plant cluster in dense heads surrounded by
spine tipped leaves. Spreading navarretia is primarily associated with vernal pools, alkali playas and
alkali sinks. The majority of the historical habitat for this plant has been lost to agriculture and urban
development.

This final rule was prepared pursuant to a court order resulting from a lawsuit filed against the Service
by Center for Biological Diversity and California Native Plant Society.

In 30 years of implementing the ESA, the Service has found that designation of critical habitat provides
little additional protection for most listed species, while preventing the agency from using scarce
conservation resources for activities with greater conservation benefits.

In almost all cases, recovery of listed species will come through voluntary cooperative partnerships, not
regulatory measures such as critical habitat. Habitat is also protected through cooperative measures
under the ESA, including Habitat Conservation Plans, Safe harbor Agreements, Candidate Conservation
Agreements and state programs. In addition, voluntary partnership programs such as the Service’s
Private Stewardship Grants and the Partners for Fish and Wildlife program also restore habitat. Habitat
for listed species is provided on many of the Service’s National Wildlife Refuges, and state wildlife
management areas.

A copy of the final rule, economic analysis, and other information about spreading navarretia is
available on the Internet at http://carlsbad.fws.gov, or by contacting the Carlsbad Fish and Wildlife
Office at telephone number 760-431-9440.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is the principal Federal agency responsible for conserving,
protecting and enhancing fish, wildlife and plants and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the
American people. The Service manages the 95-million-acre National Wildlife Refuge System, which
encompasses 545 national wildlife refuges, thousands of small wetlands and other special management
areas. It also operates 69 national fish hatcheries, 64 fishery resources offices and 81 ecological services
field stations. The agency enforces federal wildlife laws, administers the Endangered Species Act,
manages migratory bird populations, restores nationally significant fisheries, conserves and restores
wildlife habitat such as wetlands, and helps foreign and Native American tribal governments with their
conservation efforts. It also oversees the Federal Assistance program, which distributes hundreds of
millions of dollars in excise taxes on fishing and hunting equipment to state fish and wildlife agencies.
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