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Klamath Bird Observatory 

Advancing bird and habitat conservation through 
science, education, and partnerships. 



Making current and 
historic data available to 
meet our most pressing 
conservation challenges. 

http://www.avianknowledgenorthwest.net/ 



~20 Data Contributors 
• Conservation NGOs 
• State and federal agencies 
• Universities 

• Hosted by KBO, Point Blue, 
and RSL 

• Over 1,000,000 data records! 



Bird Conservation Hotspots 
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Bird Conservation Hotspots 
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• Relatively high on food chain 
• Sensitive to disturbance at multiple scales 
• Easy and cost-effective to monitor 

Birds as Ecological Indicators 



Bird Monitoring Objectives 

• Assess 
compliance 

• Track avian 
response to 
restoration 
actions 

• Inform adaptive 
management 



Focal Riparian Species 

• Abundant  
• Listed in CA 

conservation plan 
• Variety of habitats 

Yellow Warbler 

Yellow-breasted Chat 
Black-headed 
Grosbeak 

Song Sparrow 

Tree Swallow 



Bird Abundance Trends 

Increasing Stable Decreasing 

• Trend analysis from bird surveys 
within Program Area, 2002-2014 



Bird Density & Vegetation 

Density related to: 
• # Alders 
• % Canopy 

# Alder trees 

% Canopy cover 
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Nest Success 

• Similar across habitat 
types (all species) 

• Chats experience higher nest 
success with greater shrub richness 

Shrub Richness 
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Conclusion 

 
• AKN platform integrates bird data across Pacific NW 
• Various decision support tools available online 
• 12+ years of data from Trinity River 
• Used bird abundance data to assess compliance 
• Now, incorporate bird data into Trinity DSS 
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