



































. The Service’s standards for conducting scientific studies will be used. These
include documentation of protocols and scientific control of data, adherence to
the “Information Quality Guidelines”, maintaining integrity of the study design
and scientific format for publication of results.

. Expand field data collection to support status and trends studies as well as
related habitat assessments.

o Conduct Scientific peer review to strengthen science applications including the
establishment of an internal “Operational Review and Acceptance Team” to
review SOPs and an external “Expert Peer Review Team” to review products
with national or policy implications.

. Pursue new technology developments including expanding the use of digital
imagery through high resolution satellite imagery, digital camera technology
and technologies that would facilitate rapid updating of status and trends
information.

4.) Internal and External Outreach

The Service relies heavily upon partnerships and cooperative agreement with other Federal
agencies to help complete the wetlands status and trends studies. Following guidance from the
Department, the Service has furthered strengthened its partnership with the U.S. Geological
Survey. Information Technology improvements we have accomplished in collaboration with
USGS have resulted in key benefits to both bureaus, the Department, and the public. The
integration wetlands status and trends data into our new national wetlands geodatabase provides
many technological advantages in digital data capture, analysis and storage.

© Status and Trends must maintain strong partnerships that provide opportunities
for the Service to capitalize on technological developments, leverage expertise
and promote efficient use of limited resources.

o Status and trends will actively seek ways to support other Service Programs and
Offices through the dissemination and interpretation of data, habitat
monitoring expertise, and technology development and coordination efforts.
Opportunities to assist in Fisheries and Habitat Conservation Program areas
should be a priority.

» Status and trends will support E-
Government initiatives through the
automation and dissemination of data B =
through a strong Internet presence in e g o v :
conjunction with the Branch of Habitat My Government. My Terms.
Assessment.



Summary

The Service’s wetlands status and trends will continue to rely on sound scientific principles and
provide quality products as an important monitoring component of the Federal Government. The
national strategy provides a framework from which to accomplish three primary objectives:

1) Produce regional, state or localized status and trends studies,
2) Increase the number of sample plots in the national study, and.
3) Produce national reports at five year intervals

The stepped-down strategy further defines challenges and work to be accomplished. The Service
will begin to implement this direction in FY 2005. This will require the following strategic

actions:
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Preserve scientific and capital investments.
Provide more frequent and extensive data about our nation’s aquatic habitats.
Identify and assess habitats at risk.

Become institutionalized as a Federal resource monitoring indicator.

Enhance partnerships within and external to the Service




Program Contacts:

Dr. Mamie Parker
Assistant Director, Fisheries and Habitat Conservation
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Telephone: 202 208-6394

Dr. Benjamin N. Tuggle
Chief, Division of Habitat and Resource Conservation
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Telephone: 703 358-2161

John Cooper
Chief, Branch of Habitat Assessment
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Telephone: 703 358-2161

Thomas Dahl
Wetlands Status and Trends Biologist
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Telephone: 608 783-8425
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