




























































CORRECTION TO THE
MID-1970'S WETLAND
ACREAGE

n 1982, analysis of the first status and trends
data indicated that there were 99.0 million
acres of wetlands remaining in the contermi

nous United States as of the mid-1970's . These re-
sults were reported by Frayer et al . (1983) and by
Tiner (1984) . This estimate, which was based on
the results of photo interpretation of mid-1970's
aerial photography, was inaccurate because of lim-
itations in the imagery that was used.

At the time of that initial study, an effort was
made to identify wetland habitats using the best
aerial photography available . Much of the imagery
available for the earlier status and trends studywas
black and white photography, which often does
not adequately show some categories of forested
wetlands (see aerial photographs) . Since forested
wetlands make-up a large percentage of the na-
tional total (50 percent in the mid-1970's), the ear-
lier study underestimated the amount of wetlands
remaining in the mid-1970's .

This problem has been corrected in this up-
dated report by using superior quality (i.e ., supe-
rior quality and color infrared) 1980's imagery to
determine an accurate wetland acreage total for
the mid-1970's . In the cases where wetlands were
identified on the mid-1980's photographs but not
on the mid-1970's photographs and where there
was no obvious land use change, the mid-1970's
wetland acreage was adjusted to reflect the omis-
sion . As a result of this re-analysis, the new wet-
lands estimate for the mid-1970's is 105.9 million
acres of wetlands . This correction factor does not
invalidate the estimated losses for the mid-1950's
to mid-1970's . In fact, it is likely that the losses
were even greater than previously estimated be-
cause ofwetlands that may have been undetected .
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