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November 18, 2008
Dear Interested Party:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Turnbull National Wildlife Refuge today released its draft
Environmental Assessment (EA) and Hunt Plan for public review and comment. The EA
provides a detailed analysis of the Refuge youth waterfowl and limited permit elk hunts proposed
for the fall 2009 hunting season. These hunts would meet goals and objectives identified in the
Turnbull Comprehensive Conservation Plan completed in 2007. The draft hunt plan includes
additional detail for the 2 hunts, including proposed seasons, number of permits per season, hunt
unit boundaries, and placement of blinds, parking areas, and access points.

The Draft EA analyzes the site specific effects and cumulative impacts of two alternatives.
Alternative A includes the basic hunt programs outlined in the CCP. The youth waterfow] hunt
would occur on the same weekend offered by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife
(WDFW) on the northern shore of Upper Turnbull Slough, which is about 140 acres. Hunters
will be required to hunt within 50 yards of 6 marked locations that are approximately 300 yards
apart. One of the hunt blinds will be accessible to disabled hunters. The elk hunt would include
hunting within three units totaling 5,700 acres. The hunt seasons will mostly overlap WDFW
seasons in Game Management Unit (GMU) 130. The seasons and permits offered in each unit
are detailed in Table 1. Hunters would apply for permits through WDFW’s special hunting
permit application process. In addition, hunters will be required to purchase a Refuge Hunting
Access Permit for $25. Hunters will access the refuge on foot through designated gates where
parking will be provided. A special hunt is also proposed for disabled hunters.

Alternative B is similar to Alternative A but adds two units (1,560 acres) to the elk hunt proposed
in Alternative A. Because these two units are near areas used by the non-hunting public, they
will only be open during the early and late archery and muzzleloader seasons (Table 1). These
additional units would be opened to hunting if monitoring indicates that elk are using the
remaining refuge no-shooting zones disproportionately to the hunt units and increasing impacts to
aspen in these areas.

A recent WDFW survey recorded over 300 elk using Turnbull Refuge and adjacent land as a kind
of security zone during fall hunting season. The concentration of elk on the refuge during this
period magnifies browse damage to deciduous trees and shrubs, compromising important and rare
habitat for migratory birds and other wildlife species. Once the hunting season ends, elk disperse
back on to private lands where they damage agricultural crops. Refuge and WDFW staffs expect
that the hunt will disperse elk and gradually reduce the impact of the herd on refuge habitats and
local agricultural crops.



Public comments will be accepted until December 19, 2008. Turnbull staff will host an
informational open house to address questions related to the draft EA and hunt plan on Thursday,
December 11, 2008 from 6 — 8 PM at the Environmental Education Building at Turnbull Refuge

headquarters.

Copies of the EA and Hunt Plan are available for viewing at the refuge office in Cheney, the
Cheney and Spokane Public Library, and from the refuge website
http://www.fws.gov/turnbull/refuge planning.html. The Service will accept written comments by
December 19 via mail (Hunt Comments, Turnbull National Wildlife Refuge, 26010 S. Smith Rd.,
Cheney, WA 99004), facsimile (509-235-4703) and email (FW1TurnbulINWR@fws.gov).
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Table 1. Twnbull NWE Proposed Seasons and Mumber of Perrrits per Season
Hurt Beason Allernative A Alterrative B
W NE | Helms S NE | Helms HNW SE
Early Archery
Sept 821 3 4 2 8 4 2 3 2
Disabled
Sept22- O 3 1] 0 0 ] 0 0 0 0
Farly
Muzzleloader [ 2 1 g 2 1 3 2
Oct 4-10
Modern
Firearm ] 0 0 ] 0 1] 1] 0
Oct 25- Mowv 2
Late Archery
Mov 4-16 3 4 2 8 4 2 3 2
Late
Muzzleloader ] 2 1 8 2 1 3 2
MNow 20-Dec @
Advanced
Hurter [ 2 1 ] 2 1 3 2
Dec 9-31
Totals 46 14 7 50 14 7 15 10

Sincerely,

Nancy J. Curry
Refuge Manager



