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Location map of Sevilleta National Wildlife Refuge (NWR), New Mexico.
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Not to scale

Photo shows plant with fruit clusters. Flower branchlet 
is one of hundreds (inset bottom right).

APR   MAY   JUN   JUL   AUG   SEP   OCT  

APR   MAY   JUN   JUL   AUG   SEP   OCT  

APR   MAY   JUN   JUL   AUG   SEP   OCT  

APR   MAY   JUN   JUL   AUG   SEP   OCT  

White  Flowers---large, 1 ½ inch wide and much longer

Soapweed yucca

Yucca---to 5 feet.  Leaves:  very long, stiff, narrow, and spine-tipped, 
growing from base of the plant.  Flowers:  hang down like bells 
along thick tall stalks.  Fruits:  clusters of large oblong capsules.  
Distribution: scattered throughout, especially in upland areas.  
Remarks:  Native Americans used the roots to make soap and shampoo.  
The leaf fi bers were woven into baskets, fl oor mats, rope, sandals, belts, 
etc. Young fl owers were commonly eaten as a vegetable.
AGAVACEAE       Agave family        (Yucca glauca)        syn.  Y. angustissima

White  Flowers---small, but in larger clusters 

Littleleaf sumac

Shrub—to 6 feet, with woody branches. Young stems can be reddish.  
The twigs are often sharply pointed.  Leaves:  small, soft, green, and 
compound.  Flowers:  appearing just as the leaves are growing in the 
early spring, found in crowded rounded clusters.  Fruits:  small, hairy, 
orange “berries”.  Distribution:  planted near LTER buildings, and found 
occasionally elsewhere on slopes.  Remarks:  The fruit can be brewed 
into a tea (cold or hot), and is also eaten by many kinds of wildlife.
ANACARDIACEAE        Sumac family       (Rhus microphylla)

White  Flowers---tiny, G inch, but in larger clusters

Poison or Horsetail milkweed

Herb---to 2 feet, with erect stems and a few branches.  Leaves:  threadlike, 
smooth, arranged opposite or in whorls of 3-5 around the stem.  Flowers:  
white to cream, found in large clusters at top of the stems.  Fruits:  long 
pods containing many silky hairs attached to seeds.  Distribution:  near roads 
or in arroyos.  Remarks:  this plant is poisonous to livestock; 
however it is reported Native Americans ate most of the young
plant, raw or boiled.
ASCLEPIADACEAE    Milkweed family    (Asclepias subverticillata)

White to Pink  Flowers--- ¼ to ½ inch

Dwarf desert holly

Herb---to 6 inches, usually single stemmed from the base.  Leaves:   
triangle-shaped to roundish, toothed, sharp and pointed, persisting in 
white papery form through the winter.  Flowers:  white or pale pink, 
vase-shaped with petallike structures at the top.  Fruits:  pale yellow, 
dandelion-type seed balls.  Distribution:  slopes.  Remarks:  this 
plant is usually found in the shade of taller shrubs or trees.  It is not a 
true holly but the leaves look similar.
ASTERACEAE       Composite family       (Acourtia nana)
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One branchlet of 
hundreds

Whitish Green  Flowers---tiny, 
inconspicuous 

Sand or Threadleaf sagebrush

Shrub---to 3 ½ feet, woody at base, with 
gray-brown furrowed bark.  There is a lacy 
bluish look.  
Leaves:  threadlike, soft to the touch, 
aromatic, remaining on plant year around.  
Flowers:  whitish-green, massed along 
upper stems on very short thin stalks.  
Fruits:  tiny and pale, sometimes pink.  
Distribution:  widely scattered.  
Remarks:  Native Americans brew a 
medicinal tea from the leaves.  The spice, 
sage, used in cooking is made from Salvia 
in the Mint family, not from Artemisia.

ASTERACEAE  
Composite family 
(Artemisia fi lifolia)

White  Flowers---large, 1 inch+

Wright’s tackstem

Herb---to 8 inches high.  Leaves:  gray-green, very 
dissected, skeleton-like.   Nearly all the leaves are 
at the base of the plant.  Flowers:  white rays with a 
yellow center.  There are pink stripes on underside of 
the rays.  Fruits:   like a dandelion.  Distribution:  
very uncommon at this site, sometimes on slopes.  
Remarks:  Notice the tack shaped glands on the stems.

ASTERACEAE Composite familly (Calycoseris wrightii)

White  Flowers---½ inch

Baby aster

Herb---to 6 inches, hairy, and often with numerous stems.  
Many plants are frequently grouped together.  Leaves:  small, 
hugging the stems. Flowers:  white rays (about 14-20) with a 
small, projecting, gold center, found at the end of leafy stems.  
The rays are often folded under in drought.  The buds and the 
underside of the rays can be pink.  Distribution:  sometimes 
along roads, but also scattered.
ASTERACEAE       Composite family       (Chaetopappa ericoides)       
syn.  Leucelene ericoides
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White  Flowers---to 1 inch

Blackfoot daisy

Herb---to 1 foot, with bunched pink stems.  Leaves:  ash-gray.  Flowers:  
showy, numerous, with white notched rays, and a yellow center. The 
fl owers are borne singly on stalks.  The rays persist in papery form for 
many weeks past the bloom.  Distribution:  abundant.  Remarks:  a plant 
somewhat similar in appearance with smaller fl owers Townsendia annua 
(Annual Easter daisy) blooms in the area in the spring. It is a small very 
sprawling plant, with semi prostrate stems. The fl ower has more rays, 
about 22, and they are pointed.
ASTERACEAE Composite family (Melampodium leucanthum)

White  Flowers---tiny 

Canadian horseweed

Herb---to 3 feet, weedy.  Usually there 
is one thick green stem from the base, 
branched.  The top of the plant looks 
somewhat like a brush.  Leaves:  alternate, 
green with wavy margins.  Flowers:  
numerous, tiny, narrow, white rays with a 
yellow center, protruding from a vaselike 
structure.  Fruits: clustered in heads 
of white or tawny hairs.  Distribution:  
disturbed ground.  Remarks:  the common 
name derives from the observation that 
horses sneeze when they push their noses 
into the foliage. 

ASTERACEAE 
Composite family 
(Conyza canadensis)
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White  Flowers---to ½ inch 

Fleabane

Herb---to 6 inches, one or many stems from base, sometimes branched.  
Leaves:  most are narrow and hairy.  Flowers:  many (40-100+) extremely 
narrow white rays, each about as wide as a piece of construction paper is 
thick, (pink on the underside and in bud) with a yellow center. Distribution:  
scattered, especially near roads.  Remarks:  A few plants from the genus 
Aphanostephus can be seen at this site.  They look very much like Erigeron, 
and bloom roughly at the same time, except they have lobed leaves and 
fewer (around 20+) rays, each ray wider--about a quarter’s thickness.
ASTERACEAE Composite family (Erigeron sp.)
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White  Flowers---small, ¼ inch, but in larger groups

Cat’s eye

Herb---to 1 foot, with hairy stems.  Leaves:  narrow, hairy, gray-green, 
alternate, and numerous.  Flowers:  thick, vase-shaped, opening into 
5 petals, white with a yellow center.  They are borne along the tops of 
stems.  Fruits:  green capsules.  Distribution:  near roads and scattered 
throughout.  Remarks:  A smaller plant somewhat similar in appearance 
Lappula occidentalis (Desert stickseed) also blooms on the site.  Stickseed is 
very weedy, with tiny inconspicuous white fl owers and yellowgreen leaves.  
Distinctive tiny yellow sticky burs form along stems.
BORAGINACEAE      Borage family      (Cryptantha cinerea)      syn.  C.  jamesii
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White  Flowers---tiny, in clusters

Hiddenfl ower

Herb---to 6 inches, weedy appearance, with woolly 
stems.  Leaves:  narrow, hairy, and alternate.  
Flowers:  white curved clusters at the ends of 
stems.  Fruits:  tiny and fuzzy.  Distribution:  
disturbed ground and scattered throughout, can be 
abundant after wet winters.
BORAGINACEAE       
Borage family        
(Cryptantha crassisepala)

White  Flowers---small, to about ½ inch

Bindweed heliotrope

Herb---to 1 foot, stems spreading, hairy, and much branched.  
Leaves:  alternate, narrow, oval, and hairy.  Flowers:  white, 
with petals fused at the end of a tiny narrow yellow vase, 
borne singly along stems.  Fruits:  chambered nutlets.  
Distribution:  near roads and also scattered throughout.
BORAGINACEAE       
Borage family       
(Heliotropium convolvulaceum) 

White  Flowers---½ inch, in larger groups

Spectacle pod

Herb---to 1½ feet, stems erect and hairy.  
Leaves:  alternate, large, bluish, with wavy and 
toothed edges.  Flowers:  4 petals, found on long 
stalks near the top of the plant.  Fruits:  paired 
capsules that look something like eyeglasses.  
Distribution:  often near roads.  Can be very 
common after a wet winter.
BRASSICACEAE   
Mustard family  
(Dimorphocarpa wislizeni)     syn.  Dithyrea wislizeni
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White  Flowers---tiny, in dense clusters

Broadleaf pepperweed

Herb---to 3 feet, with multiple, thick, pale green stems from base.  
Leaves:  thick, leathery, alternate, and large.  Flowers:  numerous, 
near the top of the plant.  Fruits:  tiny rounded pods, greenish at 
fi rst, turning to white.  Distribution:  septic system area near the 
LTER buildings.  Remarks:  this is an aggressive invasive plant 
crowding out many native species in lowlands, found often along 
ditches in New Mexico.
BRASSICACEAE       Mustard family       (Lepidium  latifolium)  
introduced from Eurasia

White  (some partly Pink)---large, 1 inch

Field bindweed

Vine---weedy appearance, with slender stems creeping along the 
ground.  The stems can be several feet long.  Leaves:  numerous, 
alternate, and arrowhead-shaped.  Flowers:  trumpet-shaped with 
petals fused at the end, borne along the stems.  Distribution:  near 
roads.  Remarks:  very adaptable and very diffi cult to eradicate, 
because of a deep root system.  Each rootlet can grow into a new 
plant.  This is a common plant throughout the United States.
CONVOLVULACEAE        Morning glory family       (Convolvulus 
arvensis)       introduced from Eurasia

White  Flowers---tiny

Rattlesnakeweed,  Spurge

Creeping Herb---weedy stems fl at on the ground, containing milky juice.  
Leaves:  opposite and rounded.  Flowers:  each composed of 3-4 white 
petallike structures with a red center, found along stems.   Distribution:  
near roads and arroyos.  Remarks:  there is also another closely related 
species of Chamaesyce (Spurge) found in this area.  It has even smaller 
tiny white petallike structures with some red fl ower parts.  One really 
needs a hand lens to see this fl ower.
EUPHORBIACEAE       Euphorbia family       (Chamaesyce albomarginata)

White  Flowers---tiny, in large clusters

White sweetclover

Herb---to 5 feet, branched erect stems, green striped with 
red.  Leaves:  divided into 3 leafl ets, with edges very slightly 
toothed.  Flowers:  grouped along long fl ower stalks.  
Distribution:  near road at entrance.  Remarks:  this is a 
common weed throughout the United States, much favored by 
honeybees.  The plant looks superfi cially just like Melilotus 
offi cinalis (Yellow sweetclover) except for the color of the 
fl ower.
FABACEAE       Legume family       (Melilotus albus)       
introduced from Europe 
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White  Flowers---small, to ¼ inch, but clustered

Wild onion

Herb---to 7 inches, with green and pink, leafl ess fl ower 
stalks.  Leaves:  growing from base of the plant, long and 
nearly cylindrical.  Flowers:  there appears to be 6 petals (but 
actually 3 true petals and 3 sepals), each white with a purple 
center stripe.  Distribution:  only blooming after particularly 
rainy winters, found scattered.  Remarks:  Native Americans 
ate the bulbs as well as the leaves.
LILIACEAE       Lily family       (Allium macropetalum)   

White  Flowers---small, to B inch, in larger clusters

Snowball or 
Fragrant sandverbena

Herb---to 1 foot, with many hairy, pink stems from base, 
a little sticky.   Leaves:  large, thick, and green.  Flowers:  
showy, clustered, and umbrella-shaped.  Each fl ower consists 
of a slender tube that fl ares out into petallike extensions with 
ruffl ed edges.  Fruits:  pink and globular, very showy and 
papery-winged in maturity.  Distribution:  only blooming after 
an especially rainy period, uncommon at this site.   
NYCTAGINACEAE       Four o’clock family       (Abronia fragrans) 

White  Flowers---giant, to 3 inches

Stemless evening-primrose

Herb---3 to 9 inches, sometimes many fl ower stems from the base of the plant.  
Leaves:  clustered only at the ground (no leaves on the fl ower stems), long, big 
toothed, wavy-edged, and hairy.  Flowers:  showy, large, white but aging to pink.  
Distribution:  especially on slopes but also scattered elsewhere.  Remarks:  the 
beautiful fl owers open in the evening and bloom through the next morning.
ONAGRACEAE       Evening-primrose family       (Oenothera caespitosa)
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White to Pink  Flowers---large, to 1 ½ inch

Pale evening-primrose

Herb---to 1 foot+, a perennial.  There are several stems from the base, 
branched, with red and silver peeling bark.  Leaves:  many leaves on the 
stems, quite variable in shape, blue-green.  Flowers:  4 petals.  The newest 
fl owers are white, turning to pink as they age.  They are borne on pink stalks.  
Distribution:  near roads and scattered elsewhere.  Remarks:  A very similar 
annual plant Oenothera albicaulis also blooms here.
ONAGRACEAE       Evening-primrose family       (Oenothera pallida)
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White to Pink  Flowers---tiny

Spreading 
buckwheat

Herb some Shrublike---to 1 ½ feet, hairy, woody at base, often 
tangled with branches, green (orange late in season).  Leaves:  few, 
found near ground, blue-green.  At blooming time there may be 
no leaves left at all.  Flowers:  white and pink, numerous, borne 
loosely grouped along stalks.  Distribution:  scattered throughout, 
very prominent at this site in fall.  Remarks:  Native Americans used 
parts of this and related species to treat a variety of illnesses. This 
plant looks much like Eriogonum annuum (Annual buckwheat) which 
tends to have only a few branches and fl at topped fl ower clusters. 
POLYGONACEAE       Buckwheat family       (Eriogonum effusum)

White  Flowers---tiny, on spikes

Woolly plaintain

Herb---to 9 inches (but often 1 inch high), and woolly.  This is a small 
plant.  Leaves:  very hairy, bluish green, clustered at the base of plant.  
Flowers:  very small, four translucent petals with a yellow center, 
clustered around puffy spikes.  Distribution:  scattered throughout.  
This can be very common after a wet winter.  Remarks:  Native 
Americans ate the seed medicinally as a laxative.
PLANTAGINACEAE       Plantain family       (Plantago patagonica)
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White  Flowers---tiny, in clusters

Roundleaf buckwheat

Herb---to 6 inches, with several branched 
(sometimes pink) stems from the base of the 
plant.  Leaves:  round, and found only at the 
base of plant.  Flowers:  along long leafl ess 
stems, on tiny stalks, with fan-shaped “petals”.  
Distribution:  often scattered on hillsides.
POLYGONACEAE       Buckwheat family       
(Eriogonum rotundifolium)  

White  Flowers---large, 1 inch

Apache plume

Shrub---to 5 feet, much branched, gray bark (with 
brown stripes).  Leaves:  small and hairy, clustered, 
deeply cleft like fi ngers.  Flowers:  Looks like a 
rose or apple blossom.  Fruits:  showy, long, pink, 
feathery, plumelike, many clustered together in a spray.  
Distribution:  arroyos.  Remarks:   Native Americans 
used the branches to make arrows, and house brooms.
ROSACEAE       Rose family       (Fallugia paradoxa)

White to Pink  Flowers---medium+

Sand or Plains penstemon

Herb some Shrublike---to 3 feet, very attractive, with a rounded 
shape.  It is woody near the base, usually with many branched stems.  
Leaves:  very narrow, opposite, and yellow-green.  Flowers:  numerous, 
covering the top of the plant, each is white with a pink base.  Each is 
shaped like a trumpet with 5 lobes at the end.  Fruits:  little green ovoid 
structures, which dry and open to orange-brown, tulip-shaped capsules.  
Distribution:  common.
SCROPHULARIACEAE       Snapdragon family       (Penstemon ambiguus)

Whitish Green  Flowers---to ½ inch

Greenleaf fi ve eyes

Herb---to 6 inches, low growing, branched from the base, 
hairy.  The older stems are often purplish.  Leaves:  wavy-
edged, larger ones can be deeply lobed.  Flowers:  fl at, 
starlike in shape, with 5 joined petals.  The fl ower is usually 
solitary on the stems.  Fruits:  whitish smooth berries.  
Distribution:  along roads.  Remarks:  Native Americans 
collected the seeds and ground them into meal.
SOLANACEAE       Potato family       (Chamaesaracha coronopus)
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White  Flowers---giant, 4 inches in diameter and much longer

Moonfl ower,  Jimsonweed

Herb---to 3 feet, bushy in appearance, with many stems from base, 
branched. It is soft to the touch, and sweetly scented.  Leaves:  opposite, 
usually very large, oval, green.  Flowers:  showy, giant, white, and funnel-
shaped.  They open at night through the next morning.  The buds look like 
long, green (sometimes purplish) “candles”.  Fruits:  large, round, spiny.  
Distribution:  planted near buildings and widely scattered elsewhere.  
Remarks:  very beautiful fl owers. The plant is poisonous, and has caused 
deaths.  However it has also been used as a narcotic in Native American 
ceremonies, and as a medicine.  Don’t experiment with this plant, it affects 
the involuntary muscles.
SOLANACEAE       Potato family       (Datura wrightii)       syn. D. meteloides
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