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14 September 2007

Dear refuge hunter,

During the 2006/7 waterfowl season, we experienced an unexpected side effect to changes we
implemented in our Pintail Slough reservation system. While the 2006/7 changes (namely,
assigning blind choices in the order in which reservations were received) were designed to
ensure that most hunters would receive a quality hunt opportunity, we noted that a
disproportionate number of quality opportunities were being used by a small number (8 of 109,
<8%) of hunters.

We have been examining several methods of distributing these quality opportunities to a
greater number of hunters in the fairest means possible. None of the methods is perfect and
each will have some unintended side effects. After careful consideration, we have decided to
implement the changes summarized below. | can assure you that our goals in managing the
Pintail Slough waterfow! hunt are to provide the highest quality waterfow! hunt in the fairest
means possible.

I would like to thank each of you who participated in the public meeting and expressed your
thoughts and ideas. As always, if you have any questions or concerns, don=t hesitate to let us

know.

Sincerely,

John Earle

Refuge Manager

2006/7 2007/8
Blind choices made in the order in which Blind choices made in an order determined
reservations were made by random drawing the morning of each
day=s hunt
Number of opportunities to hunt in a Number of opportunities to hunt in a
reserved blind unlimited reserved blind unlimited
Reservation canceled/changed Monday Reservation canceled/changed Monday
through COB Friday through COB Wednesday
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