“After 25 years of a quiet
existence, the Refuge’s potential
to be a powerhouse in the
wildlife and natural res ource
management and educational
arenas is only now being
realized. The Refuge will have
the programs, the partnerships,
and the momentum to develop
into one of the foremost
environmental research
locations in the world. The r efuge
will serve as an area of natu ral
habitat for native species of the
Southwest, and will serve as a
unigue window allowing
observation of this natur al
landscape and the wildlifet hat
thrive there. Sevilleta NWR trul y
plays a unique and specia | role
within the whole of the National
Wildlife Refuge System.”

-Vision
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VISION

The Sevilleta NWR, located in central New Mexico, is one of the
largest refuges in the National Wildlife Refuge System, and is
faced with many challenges and opportunities. It is unique

because four biomes, the Colorado Plateau Shrub Steppe,
Chihuahuan Desert, Great Plains Short Grassland Prairie, and
Pifion Juniper Woodland interse ct on the refuge. In addition , the
Rio Grande flows through the center of Sevilleta NWR,  providing a
riparian oas is that play s a vital rol e in the mix ed ecosystems.

Since its inclusion into the Sy stem, management approaches at
Sevilleta NWR have invol ved basic resource preservation, the
provision of opportunities for research , and that of allowing

natural restoration processes to occur. While nature will continue

to rehabilitate the landscape on its own, proven scientific tools will
be employed to encourage the healing processes to enhance habitat
and wildlife resources on the refuge .

In 1988, the refuge agree d to host the Long-Term Ecolog ical
Research Project. One of 21 LT ER locations throughout the
United States, the Sevilleta NWR LTER is the only one on a
national wildlife refuge. The L TER project conducts a variety of
research. The dominant theme exami nes long-term changes in
ecosystem attributes as a result of bot h natural and artificial
disturbances. This partnership of instit  utions has created a
symbiotic relationship in which th e research community is
provided a unique outside labo ratory, and the refuge benefits from
the wealth of knowledge provided by the research. With continued
cooperation, this partnership is expect ed to result in the
realization of the common goals and objectives of both the refuge
and the LTER project.

In 1995, Sevilleta NWR was se lected to host the captive Mexica n
gray wolf management facility. T he facility is located in a re mote
mountainous canyon and is capa ble of housing up to six famil y
groups. The primary purpose of the facility is to provide an
environment that fosters wild characte ristics and behaviors so the
wolves will be better suited for life  in the wild upon release. The
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service predi cts it will take approximately

9 years to establish a self-sustaini ng population of 100 wolves
through release of captive ani mals and natural reproduction in  the
wild. The refuge will continue to  serve as a core component of this
program, with refuge staff providing maintenance for all facilities
and providing assistance to the animal caretakers to ensure a
healthy captive population.
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