
La Paz County
COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME DESCRIPTION COUNTY ELEVATION HABITAT COMMENTSSTATUS

Bald eagle Haliaeetus 
leucocephalus

Large, adults have white 
head and tail.  Height 28-38 
inches; wingspan 66-96 
inches.  Dark with varying 
degrees of mottled brown 
plumage.  Feet bare of 
feathers.

Gila, Graham, La 
Paz, Maricopa, 
Mohave, Pinal, 
Yavapai, Yuma

Varies Large trees or cliffs near 
water (reservoirs, rivers, 
and streams) with 
abundant prey.

Some birds are nesting residents while a 
larger number winters along rivers and 
reservoirs.  Once endangered (32 FR 
4001, 03-11-1967; 43 FR 6233, 02-14-
78) because of reproductive failures from 
pesticide poisoning and loss of habitat, 
this species was downlisted to threatened 
on August 11, 1995, and delisted August 
8, 2007.  Threatened status reinstated for 
Desert nesting bald eagles.

Threatened

Bonytail chub Gila elegans Large (12-14 up to 24 
inches) minnow 
characterized by small head, 
large fins, slightly humped 
back and long thin caudal 
peduncle.

La Paz, Mohave < 4,000 ft Warm, swift, turbid 
mainstem rivers of the 
Colorado River basin, 
reservoirs in lower basin.

Endemic to Colorado River Basin.  
Rarest of Colorado River fish.  Population 
augmentation is ongoing in Lake Mohave 
and Lake Havasu.  Critical habitat 
includes the Colorado River from Hoover 
Dam to Davis Dam and another section 
of the Colorado River from the northern 
boundary of Havasu National Wildlife 
Refuge to Parker Dam including Lake 
Havasu in Mohave County, Arizona. 
Additional critical habitat is located in 
Colorado, Utah, Nevada, and California.

Endangered

California Brown 
pelican

Pelecanus 
occidentalis 
californicus

Large, dark gray-brown 
water bird with webbed feet,  
pouch underneath its long 
bill, and wingspan of 7 ft.  
Adults have a white head 
and neck, brownish black 
breast, and silver gray upper 
parts.

 Gila, La Paz, 
Maricopa, 
Mohave, Pinal, 
Yuma

Varies Coastal land and islands; 
species found occasionally
around Arizona's lakes 
and rivers.

Subspecies endangered due to 
pesticides.  Considered an uncommon 
transient in Arizona. Most observations 
recorded along the Colorado River and in 
the Gila Valley.  Individuals  known to 
wander up from Mexico in summer and 
fall. There are no breeding  records for 
Arizona. Populations also exist in 
California and Mexico.

Proposed 
delisted
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Razorback sucker Xyrauchen texanus Large, up to 3 feet long and 
up to 6 lbs, high sharp-
edged keel-like hump behind 
the head.  Head flattened on 
top.  Olive-brown above to 
yellowish below.

Coconino, Gila, 
Graham, 
Greenlee, La Paz, 
Maricopa, 
Mohave, Pinal, 
Yavapai, Yuma

< 6,000 ft Riverine and lacustrine 
areas, generally not in fast 
moving water and may 
use backwaters.

Big River fish also found in Horseshoe 
reservoir (Maricopa County).  Critical 
habitat includes the 100-year floodplain 
of the river through the Grand Canyon 
from confluence with Paria River to 
Hoover Dam; Hoover Dam to Davis Dam; 
Parker Dam to Imperial Dam.  Also Gila 
River from Arizona/New Mexico border to 
Coolidge Dam; and Salt River from Hwy 
60/SR77 Bridge to Roosevelt Dam; 
Verde River from FS boundary to 
Horseshoe Lake.

Endangered

Southwestern 
willow flycatcher

Empidonax traillii 
extimus

Small passerine (about 6 
inches) grayish-green back 
and wings, whitish throat, 
light olive-gray breast and 
pale yellowish belly.  Two 
wingbars visible.  Eye-ring 
faint or absent.

Apache, Cochise, 
Coconino, Gila, 
Graham, 
Greenlee, La Paz, 
Maricopa, 
Mohave, Navajo, 
Pima, Pinal, 
Santa Cruz, 
Yavapai, Yuma

< 8,500 ft Cottonwood/willow and 
tamarisk vegetation 
communities along rivers 
and streams.

Migratory riparian-obligate species that 
occupies breeding habitat from late April 
to September.  Distribution within its 
range is restricted to riparian corridors.  
Difficult to distinguish from other 
members of the Empidonax complex by 
sight alone.  Training seminar required 
for those conducting flycatcher surveys.  
Critical habitat was finalized on October 
19, 2005 (50 CFR 60886).   In Arizona 
there are critical habitat segments in 
Apache, Cochise, Gila, Graham, 
Greenlee, Maricopa, Mohave, Pima, 
Pinal, and Yavapai counties.

Endangered

Yuma clapper rail Rallus longirostris 
yumanensis

Water bird with long legs 
and short tail.  Long, slender 
decurved bill.  Mottled brown 
or gray on its rump.  Flanks 
and undersides are dark 
gray with narrow vertical 
stripes producing a barring 
effect.

Gila, La Paz, 
Maricopa, 
Mohave, Pinal, 
Yuma

< 4,500 ft Fresh water and brackish 
marshes.

Species is associated with dense 
emergent riparian vegetation.  Requires 
wet substrate (mudflat, sandbar) with 
dense herbaceous or woody vegetation 
for nesting and foraging.  Channelization 
and marsh destruction are primary 
sources of habitat loss.

Endangered
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Yellow-billed cuckoo Coccyzus 
americanus

Medium-sized bird with a 
slender, long-tailed profile, 
slightly down-curved bill that  
is blue-black with yellow on 
the lower half.  Plumage is 
grayish-brown above and 
white below, with rufous 
primary flight feathers.

Apache, Cochise, 
Coconino, Gila, 
Graham, 
Greenlee, La Paz, 
Maricopa, 
Mohave, Navajo, 
Pima, Pinal, 
Santa Cruz, 
Yavapai, Yuma

< 6,500 ft Large blocks of riparian 
woodlands (cottonwood, 
willow, or tamarisk 
galleries).

Neotropical migrant that winters primarily 
in South America and breeds primarily in 
the U.S. (but also in southern Canada 
and northern Mexico).  As a migrant it is 
rarely detected; can occur outside of 
riparian areas.  Cuckoos are found 
nesting statewide, mostly  below 5,000 
feet in central, western, and southeastern 
Arizona.  Concern for cuckoos are 
primarily focused upon alterations to its 
nesting and foraging habitat.   Nesting 
cuckoos are associated with relatively 
dense, wooded, streamside riparian 
habitat, with varying combinations of 
Fremont cottonwood, willow, velvet ash, 
Arizona walnut, mesquite, and tamarisk.  
Some cuckoos have also been detected 
nesting in velvet mesquite, netleaf 
hackberry, Arizona sycamore, Arizona 
alder, and some exotic neighborhood 
shade trees.

Candidate

American peregrine 
falcon

Falco pereginus 
anatum

A crow-sized falcon with 
slate blue-gray on the back 
and wings, and white on the 
underside; a black head with 
vertical “bandit’s mask” 
pattern over the eyes; long 
pointed wings; and a long 
wailing call made during 
breeding.  Very adept flyers 
and hunters, reaching diving 
speeds of 200 mph.

Apache, Cochise, 
Coconino, Gila, 
Graham, 
Greenlee, La Paz, 
Maricopa, 
Mohave, Navajo, 
Pima, Pinal, 
Santa Cruz, 
Yavapai, Yuma

3,500-9,000 ft Areas with rocky, steep 
cliffs, primarily near water, 
where prey (primarily 
shorebirds, songbirds, 
and waterfowl) 
concentrations are high.  
Nests are found on ledges 
of cliffs, and sometimes 
on man-made structures 
such as office towers and 
bridge abutments.

Species recovered with over 1,650 
breeding birds in the US and Canada.

Delisted
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