U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

February 1999

Planning Update 2

Proposed El Toro National Wildiife Refuge

GREETINGS!

Thisisthesecondinaseriesof updatesfromtheU.S.
FishandWildlife Service (Service) designedtokeepyou
informed andinvolvedin planning for theproposed El
ToroNationa WildlifeRefuge(Refuge).

Theproposed El Toro Refugeislocatedin Orange
County on open spacethat hasbeen part of theMarine
CorpsAir Station El Toro (seemap). Encompassing
approximately 975 acres, theproposed El Toro Refuge
would protect rare Southern Californiahabitats, including
coastal sagescrub, riparian woodlands, and stands of
nativegrasses. Thesehabitatsarehometofederally listed
endangered and threatened speciesaswell asanumber
of other speciesof conservation concern.

Theseplanning updateswill informyou of our progresson
wildlifehabitat protection plansfor theproposed Refuge.

THANK YOU FOR PARTI Cl PATI NG

Wewouldliketothank everyonewho hascommented on
theproposed El Toro Refuge, whether by mail, e-mail,
phone, fax, or during the public meeting heldin Septem-
ber. Approximately 75interested individual sattended the
meeting. Based onthecommentsyou submitted, the
Servicehasidentified thebiologica and socia issuesand
concernslisted below. TheServicewill analyzemgor
issuesinanenvironmental documentincompliancewith
theNationa Environmenta Policy Act (NEPA).

| SSUES AND CONCERNS

Habitat andwildllifemanagement. A fewindividuas
expressed concernthat the proposed Refugewould be
divided up and used for purposesother thanwildlife.
Creating corridorslinking the proposed Refugeto other
habitat areasand creating burrowing owl habitat were
suggested.

Public useopportunities. Many of you expressed an
interestin publicaccessand thetypesof publicuses
alowed. Suggested publicusesincluded continuingthe
archery range; creating equestrian, hiking, and biking
trails; initiating abow hunting program; andintroducing
wildlifetours.

Contaminant cleanup. A few peoplesaid they would like
all contaminantscleaned up at the proposed Refuge.

Non-wildliferelated uses. Concernwasexpressed about
management activitiesat the proposed Refuge, and
whether theactivitieswouldimpact existing or futurewater
andwastewater facilities.

Al RPORT AND ALTON PARKWAY

Some peopl e expressed concern about the proposed
airport and extension of Alton Parkway. Theseactivities
areindependent of Refugeestablishment.

ORDNANCE RANCGE

TheFedera Bureau of Investigationshasrequested
acquisition of theordnancerange. If thisrequestis
granted, thisareawoul d be excluded fromthe proposed

Refuge.

California Gnatcatcher, Kendal Morris, USFWS
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VWHAT' S NEXT

Theenvironmental assessment and conceptua manage-
ment planwill bedistributedin April. Theenvironmental
assessment will analyzealternative proposal sfor protec-
tionof wildlifeand habitat inthe proposed Refugeandthe
potential effectsof thoseaternatives.

Theplanwill providean overview of the Service spro-
posed management of wildlifeand habitats, wildlife
dependent recreational activitiesand other public uses,
Refugefacilities, and public outreach.

If youareonour mailinglist, wewill sendyou copiesof the
documentswhenthey areavailable. Pleasecall usat (800)
662-8933, if youwouldliketo add, del ete, or changeyour
addressonour mailinglist. Unlesswehear fromyou, your
namewill remainonthemailinglist for all futureplanning
updatesand documents.

PLANNING SCHEDULE
Planning Update #1 I ssued 9/16/98
Public Open House 9/30/98
I ssue I dentification Period Ended 10/30/98
Planning Update #2 | ssued 2/99
Environmenta Assessmentand 4/99
Conceptual Management Plan Rel eased
Public Comment Period Ends 5/99
Noticeof Decision 6/99
Property Transfer fromU.S. MarineCorps 7/99
toU.S. FishandWildlifeService

astal sage scrub©Shari Eri ckson

I NFORVATI ON ON- LI NE

PLANNI NG

Check out the planning homepage. Wewill offer elec-
tronicversionsof someof our planning documents, as
well asaglossary and someuseful links.

Websiteaddress:
www.r1.fws.gov/planning/plnhome.html/

E-mail address:
riplanning_guest@fws.gov

(For e-mail messages, pleasetype”El ToroNWR” inthe
subject line. If yousend amessageasan attachedfile,
submitasan ASCI| file, avoidingtheuseof special
charactersand any formof encryption.)

WHOTO CONTACT

For information on the proposed El Toro National

Wildlife Refuge:
Dean Rundle, Refuge Manager

San Diego NWR Complex

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

2736 Loker Avenue West, Suite A

Carlsbad, CA 92008

Phone: (760) 930-0168 Fax: (760) 930-0256

For information on Refuge planning and compliance:
Charles Houghten, Chief
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Division of Refuge Planning (ARW-RPL)
911 NE 11th Ave.
Portland, OR 97232-4181
Phone: (503) 231-2231 or (800) 662-8933
Fax: (503) 231-6161
e-mail: rlplanning_guest@fws.gov
(Please type “El Toro” in the subject line)
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