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National Eagle and Wildlife Repository Tour   
When: Wednesday, January 17, 2007 at 10:00 am   Where:  Repository 
Join a Repository staff member for this unique opportunity to tour this  
one-of-a-kind facility. 
 
Volunteer Work Session (Meeting) 
When: Thursday, January 18, 2007 at 7:00 pm   Where:  Visitor Center 
Learn the latest scoop on the Refuge and enjoy a potluck dinner. 
Please RSVP to Jeannine @ 303-2889-0471 by January 12. 

 

Playas...Gems of the Plains 
is Here at RMA NWR! 

 
An award-winning exhibit on playa lakes is here at 
the Refuge!  The exhibit will be open weekends 
from December 9, 2006 through February 11, 
2007.   
 
The exhibit features 20 panels which illustrate a 
wide range of topics about playa lakes.  Visitors 
can walk around the panels, each of which presents 
information on the function of playa lakes, their 
history, geography, ecology and art. 
 
Playa lakes are the most numerous wetlands in the 
region, totaling more than 50,000 in eastern New 
Mexico, Colorado and Wyoming, western Kansas, 
Nebraska and Oklahoma, and the Texas Panhandle.  
They are shallow, usually round, wetlands with 
clay floors that lie in the lowest point of a large, 
closed watershed and collect runoff from surround-
ing uplands.   
 
Their average size is 17 acres, and all playa lakes 
combined make up about 2 percent of the total 
shortgrass prairie landscape. 
 
 
 

National Eagle and 
Wildlife Repository 

 
What They Do 
 
The National Eagle and 
Wildlife Repository is re-
sponsible for receiving 
wildlife items that have 
been forfeited or abandoned to the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service.  These items are stored 
in a secure environment and disposed of in 
accordance with the law.  Many items are 
donated to educational facilities, non-profit 
organizations, and conservation agencies to 
aid in teaching about endangered species and 
other wildlife.  Join us for a tour of this 
unique facility on January, 17, 2007 at 10:00 
am. 
 
Latest News 
 
A crematorium is under construction at the 
Repository. The crematory will be a valuable 
function for the Repository in disposing of 
eagle carcasses and parts and feathers unus-
able for the Native American eagle feather 
program.  Many eagle carcasses are received 
in a variety of conditions.  Many of which are 
at various stages of decomposition. Projected 
completion date is February 2007.   
 
For more information on the Repository, 
please contact Bernadette and her staff at 
303-287-2110. 
 



Weekend Celebrations Were Highlight In 2006! 
Volunteers Were Key To Success 

 
October 13, 2006 was a significant day in the history of the Refuge.  The U.S. Army transferred the 
largest parcel of land, approximately 7,000 acres, to the Service adding to the 5,000 acres received in 
2004 expanding the Refuge to more than twice its size.  We were honored to have Mr. Dirk Kemp-
thorne, Secretary of the Department of Interior, as the keynote speaker along with several other Con-
gressional dignitaries, representatives from the U.S. Army, and Shell Oil Company.  The event con-
cluded with a prairie planting and dedication of the “Egli Heritage Garden” located south of the Egli 
family farmhouse. 
 
Later that evening, the RMA Wildlife Society hosted their 4th annual Blue Stem Banquet and Silent 
Auction in recognition of National Wildlife Refuge Week.  Rick Coleman, Chief of Refuges Region 6, 
was the keynote speaker.  Commerce City Mayor Sean Ford and Denver City Councilman at Large 
Doug Linkhart also addressed the banquet attendees.  The banquet was a big success and the silent auc-
tion raised additional funds for the new Environmental Education Transportation grant that local area 
school teachers at underprivileged schools can apply for to bring their students to the Refuge for envi-
ronmental science field trips. 
 
On the following morning, the Society hosted the annual scholarship award ceremony at the Refuge for 
winning high school students from Montbello, Adams City, and Brighton.  The students wrote essays 
about issues related to managing introduced wildlife species such as bison, pronghorn, and the prairie 
chicken.  Commerce City Councilwoman, Reba Drotar, provided the students with inspiration to con-
tinue with their goals through college during her speech. 
 
A special event celebrating National Wildlife Refuge Week opened to the public that afternoon and was 
well attended.  Event highlights included hayrides, fishing, tours, activity booths, and a Refuge camp-
fire.  Honker the Blue Goose brought lots of smiles and hugs from adults and kids of all ages.  Nearly 
400 visitors attended the event and had a great time learning about and experiencing the Refuge – chalk 
another one up for the National Wildlife Refuge System! 
 
So, if the staff and volunteers looked a little frazzled during this time, it’s because we had just a few 
things (ha, ha!) going on all at once.  The help we got from our wonderful Refuge volunteers during 
these events was simply outstanding.  It’s because of your commitment, dedication, and big hearts that 
we are able to pull these events together with so much success.  You all are second to none!  We look 
forward to another great year accomplishing more great things with our Refuge volunteer family! 
 

Farewell! 
 

After nine years at the Refuge, Supervisory Fish and Wildlife Biologist Mark Sattel-
berg has departed for a new position down South.  Mark will be working for the Ar-
kansas Ecological Survey Office.   
 
Lorri Harper has also departed.  An Environmental Engineer, Lorri worked at the Refuge for more than 
twelve years.  She has accepted a job with the Regional Office in Engineering. 
 
We wish both Mark and Lorri good luck with their new assignments! 
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End-of-Year  
 

I can’t believe it is almost 2007! Wow, another 
year gone by and another year I have spent 
working with the best volunteers out there! The 
staff at RMANWR would like to extend a heart-
felt “thank you” for all of your efforts during the 
2006 Fiscal Year (October 2005-September 
2006).  Volunteers donated over 9,600 hours of 
service, helping the Refuge reach 20,000 partici-
pants for environmental education, fishing and 
interpretation programs, off-site programs and 
general visitation. Also, thanks to the hard work 
of our volunteers several Refuge beautification 
projects were accomplished. Our volunteers are 
our most valuable asset and we would not be 
able to accomplish all that we do without all of 
your devotion. I wish you all a wonderful holi-
day season and look forward to another great 
year at the Refuge.  
 
 Thank you for making a difference, 
 
  Jeannine Kimble 

Two Ponds NWR Update 
 

Weed Invasion   
 
Positive identification has been made on a plant 
that had been concerning Refuge staff for some 
time.  The plant, Japanese 
knotweed, is an invasive 
species that forms stands of 
cane-like stems with broad 
leaves that shade out any competing plants.  
 
Volunteers helped to remove a large stand of 
this plant so that the area can be treated with 
herbicide to prevent reinfestation. Canal com-
panies have been notified about the occurrence 
of the weed on their property and have also 
treated the infestations.  We still have work to 
do to ensure that this infestation does not be-
come a serious environmental problem, but 
because of relatively quick identification and 
response, successful eradication may be 
achieved. 
 
Two Ponds NWR management has adopted an 
aggressive approach to weed control to ensure 
native plants and the wildlife that rely on them 
thrive.   

Get to Know Someone 
 

Trinah Cochran has been a Refuge volunteer since 2002.  She works at the Visitor 
Center on Saturday mornings and also does filing and data entry for the Repository.  
 
Trinah hails from Enid, Oklahoma but has called Denver home since 1966.  Prior to 
coming to Denver, she was an English teacher for two years then decided to become a professional 
singer.  She spent the next four and a half years in San Francisco pursuing her vocal studies and career. 
 
In her spare time, Trinah enjoys music, bible studies and editing work.  She has nine grandchildren and 
fourteen great grandchildren. 

Two Ponds NWR Update, continued 
 

New Retaining Wall Completed     
 
Fish and Wildlife Service funding was allocated this year for replacement of the retaining wall that sup-
ports a portion of the west shoreline of Marshall Pond.  A contractor was selected for the job and work 
was completed in September.  The new wall will make the pond safer to approach and is aesthetically 
appealing as well. 
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The Refuge family is about to get larger! Stacy Armitage is having a baby, she is due in early March! 
Please join us for a baby shower for Stacy on Tuesday, January 24, 2007 at 5:00 pm in Building 121. 
She is registered at Babies-R-Us and Target. If you are interested in contributing towards a group 
gift, please contact Jeannine at 303-289-0471.  Hope to see you there! 

Junior Duck Stamp Contest 
 
The Junior Duck Stamp Program is in full flight again this year.  All kids K-12 are welcome to par-
ticipate in this free art and science opportunity designed to teach wetlands habitat and waterfowl con-
servation.  Using scientific and wildlife observation principles this program helps students communi-
cate visually what they have learned by creating an entry to the Junior Duck Stamp art contest.   
 
The contest begins each fall and runs through spring.  Students at the state level are judged in four 
groups according to grade level:  Group I:  K-3, Group II:  4-6, Group III:  7-9, and Group IV:  10-12.  
Three first, second, and third place entries are selected for each group.  A Best of Show is also se-
lected by the judges from the 12 first-place winners regardless of their age group.  Each state’s Best 
of Show is then submitted to the Duck Stamp Office in Washington, D.C. and entered into the na-
tional contest. 
 
For more details on how kids, teachers, schools, and volunteers in your local area can participate in 
this fun, educational program contact Seth Beres at 303-289-0867 or visit www.fws.gov/duckstamps/
junior/junior.htm. 
 
 

Someone’s Expecting 
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    What the staff has been up to… 
 
In November, Lorenz Sollman and Brad Johnson attended the Fire Management Office’s an-
nual meeting in Shepherdstown, West Virginia and were awarded the Fuels Management Ex-
cellence Award for Region 6.  
 
In October, Sherry James attended the National Association of Interpretation's 
annual conference and was awarded the Sense of Wonder Award for Excellence 
in Interpretation and Environmental Education. 
 
Congratulations are in order to the recipients of these awards! 
 

 
    REFUGE MANAGER’S CORNER 
Dear Volunteers: 
 
Another good year is ending, and some of you may have heard the news that  
I'll be leaving my job as Refuge Manager at RMA, and will be moving over to  
the Regional Office in Lakewood in January.  I'm looking forward to new  
challenges, and I'm glad that I'll still be involved with RMA and the other  
Colorado Refuges.  But, this is a hard job to leave.  Being a refuge manager  
has been a great honor, and I will miss this place, it's wildlife and it's  
people very much. 
 
You know I've said this many times, but it's true and can never be  
overstated -  "we can't run the refuge system without our volunteers - THANK  
YOU!!"  In my seven years at RMA, we've been through a lot together - the  
bomblets, being closed to the public, the Centennial, Refuge Establishment,  
and lately the expansion of RMA NWR to over 12,000 acres.  You folks have  
been with us all the way, through thick and thin, in good times and tough  
times.  Volunteers are now involved in just about every facet of refuge  
management, from biology to visitor services.  Thanks for always being there  
when we needed you and please keep up the good work with new Refuge Manager  
Steve Berendzen.  Steve is a great guy with experience on many refuges.  You  
are going to really enjoy working with him. 
 
I'll be seeing you around.  Thanks again for your wonderful selfless service  
and have a wonderful holiday season and a fantastic new year in 2007. 
 
Gratefully yours, 
 
Dean Rundle 


