
         October  

Volunteer Meeting 

Mandatory Meeting 
 
Thursday, October 20, 
2005 at 7 pm at the   
Visitor Center. Please 
plan on attending this 
meeting. Agenda will 
include an update on 
remedy projects! Hope 
to see you there! If 
you can not attend 
please call Jeannine at 
(303) 289-0471. 

E. Biesiot 

Eagle scout troop 583 contributed 156 hours       
improving Two Ponds by designing, raising funds 
for, and installing several waterbars along the  
western loop. These waterbar structures are ECQ 
treated wood planks that are placed at an angle in 
order to divert water on downward slopes away 
from the trail. Troop 583 consists of 21 scouts, who 
filled many areas of washed out trail with new 
crusher fines in order to complete their project.  

 

 

 
Eagle scout  troop 514 contributed 78 hours  im-
proving Two Ponds by raising  funds for, designing, 
building, and installing 10  camouflaged batboxes 
throughout the Two Ponds  environmental educa-
tion area. The troop researched the  construction, 
location, and benefits of batboxes in urban areas in 
order to help improve both their community and the 
Refuge. These new additions will provide interpre-
tive opportunities for Refuge visitors to learn more 
about bats and how to better conserve them in their 
own backyards.  
The Service appreciates the assistance of troop 583 
and troop 514 in making the Refuge a better place 
for all. 

Making a Difference at Two Ponds       
National Wildlife Refuge 

Mark your calendars for        
October 15 from 12:30 until 
8:00 pm for Prairie Days and 
Prairie Nights. This year’s    
celebration will focus on       
animals that one might see at 
night on the Refuge. Scheduled 
activities include hayrides,    
National Eagle and Wildlife 
Property Repository tours,    
fishing, guided nature walks, a 
guided bike ride, and an       
evening  campfire. Activities 
are considerably scaled down   
compared to previous years; 
however, we still need          
volunteer support. Prior to the 
event, we need help sprucing  
up the area, delivering flyers    
to area businesses, schools,   
and residents. There will be 
shorter volunteer shifts, so    
you will not have to commit to 
the entire time. If you can help 
with this event, or would like 
further information, please   
contact Susan Echelberger at 
303-289-0930. 

National Wildlife       
Refuge Week 2005 

Visit our website http://
rockymountainarsenal.fws.gov/ 
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Tour Guide Training 
Saturday, November 5, 2005 1pm  at the 
Visitor Center RSVP to Susan (303) 289-
0366. This training is for current tour guides 
and all volunteers interested in leading tours. 

October Volunteer Meeting                     
Thursday, October 20, 2005 
7pm at the Visitor Center 

Welcome Aboard! 

 
The Refuge volunteer     
program has a few new 
faces! I would like to     
welcome Scott Kastroll,  
Jason Schmidt, Ruth 
Gaulke, Jim Gaulke and 
Judy Bottiglier to the Ref-
uge family. Scott, Jason, 
Ruth, and Jim can be found 
helping out on the weekends 
and Judy can be found help-
ing out in the Visitor Center 
on Tuesday mornings!  If 
you run into any of your 
new peers, give them a 
warm Refuge welcome and 
introduce yourself! Thank 
you for taking time to care! 

***We strongly encourage you to attend 
the  volunteer meetings and trainings.  If 
you are unable to attend please contact 
your supervisor.  Thank you!*** 

Two Ponds NWR to Host the  
Junior Duck Stamp Contest 

National Wildlife Refuge Week Celebration! 
Saturday, October 15, 2005 12:30-8:00 PM 

 
Two Ponds National Wildlife Refuge has 
been selected to host the 2006 Junior 
Duck Stamp Contest for the state of 
Colorado.  Each host begins soliciting 
entries from public schools across the 
state in the fall.  Entries are received by 
March 15th and judging is conducted 
shortly thereafter.  An awards ceremony 
will recognize winners in each age group.  
The best of show winner will go on to 
compete in the national contest and for a 
first place prize of $5,000 and the honor 
of having their work grace the Junior 
Duck Stamp for that year. The 2005   
Junior Duck Stamp went on sale June 
30th. 
It takes a great deal of work to host this 
contest; if anyone is interested in        
volunteering, please contact Seth @ 303-
289-0867 or Jeannine @ 303-289-0471. 

Attention Volunteer Birders - 
It’s that time of year again for 
the All Species Count BioBlitz.  
Communities will be counting 
everything that grows, creeps, 
crawls, hops, flies or slithers 
within a  20-mile radius of the 
Colorado Capitol Building.  
Please volunteer to help the 
Refuge celebrate its              
biodiversity by counting its 
birds on Saturday, October 1 
from  9 am - 12 pm.  Contact 
Stacy at 303-289-0931 if inter-
ested.  (This special count is 
only open to RMA NWR              
volunteers.) 

Calling All Birders! 

E
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What better way for kids to learn about  
nature than by getting their hands dirty  
planting prairie plants, wetting their feet  
taking water samples in a wetland or by 
observing wildlife in its natural habitat? 
The Service is pleased to announce that the 
Refuge has re-opened for environmental 
education programs this fall! Teachers and 
their  schoolchildren of all ages can take         
advantage of learning through the Refuge’s 
FREE on-site programs. All grade-level 
specific programs are staff- and/or         
volunteer-led and are correlated to the 
Colorado Model Content Standards.     
Kindergarten through 2nd grade students 
learn to explore nature through all five of 
their senses; 3rd through 5th grade students 
become biologists for the day by spending 
time in a prairie dog town to study its    
residents; 6th through 8th grade students  
investigate wetland plant and animal      
adaptations to understand the importance of 
wetland ecosystems; and 9th through12th 
grade students estimate the deer          
populations at the Refuge through fecal 
pellet counts and discuss deer population 
management options. 
I want to thank you for sticking by us these 
past few years and please help me spread 
the word about the Refuge’s FREE         
environmental education programs to any 
teachers, administrators, home schoolers, 
etc. you may know.   
If you are interested in learning to lead   
environmental education programs or 
would like more information please contact 
Stacy  at 303-289-0931. 

Exploring the Refuge with 
Students 
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Last December the Recreation Fee Enhancement Act was   
approved. This Act extends all recreation fee programs in the 
federal government for 10 years, including our recent       
demonstration recreation fee program. One full section of the 
Act (one page)  addresses volunteers. The Act states that    
recreation  fees may be waived or discounted for volunteers. 
The Act states that recreation fees may be waived or           
discounted for volunteers. The Service has decided to waive 
the fee for all volunteers at RMANWR beginning next fishing 
season.  

The New Recreation Fee Enhancement Act          
Supports All Volunteers 

Lake Mary’s boardwalk is in need of repair. If you 
have carpentry skills or would like to assist with the 
removal and installation of boards, please contact 
Ivan at 303-289-0864. 
 

 

 WE NEED YOU! 

Visitor Services Assistants and Trail Rovers are 
needed on the weekends!  If you have not been 
meeting your minimum time requirements, or 
you would like to try something new, call 
Jeannine at 303-289-0471. 
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New Tour Times! 
 
Beginning in October, the 
Refuge Sunday public tour 

will be moved to 1 pm and the Saturday 
tour will remain at 9 am. 



“The Refuge had 85 
active Burrowing Owl 
nest sites in 2005, this 
is the most nest sites 

the Refuge has 
documented” 
Noelle Ronan  

Wildlife Biologist 
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The RMANWR aquatic survey will conclude in 
December with the final data analysis. All     
volunteers are encouraged to participate in this 
public hearing. Results from these surveys will 
be presented and RMA fishery topics and  
weekend public fishing matters will be          
discussed. The public hearing will take place 
sometime in January 2006. We will keep you 
posted as soon as a place and date are scheduled  
for the hearing. 

RMANWR Fishing Public Hearing 

Last year, Service staff began collecting fishing 
fees. The fees go back into the program to help 
enhance fisheries and fishing facilities for the 
public. 

 
In July, thousands of bluegills were released 
into Lake Ladora in order to enhance prey 
populations. Beginning in October, steps will be 
constructed up the Ladora dam face. More    
projects from the collections of the recreation 
fee will take place next year, once we have   
obtained feedback from visitors at the public 
hearing. 

Recreation Fee Money At 
Work! 
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Wildlife and Habitat Update 

The 2005 field season at RMANWR has been a busy one!    
Biologist and habitat staff have been out in the field working 
on many dynamic projects this year.  

 
• The burrowing owl study concluded in August. Biologist  

determined RMANWR was home to eighty five active 
nest sites.  One hundred fifty-five burrowing owls were 
banded this field season.  

• The coyote study is still underway. Scat samples are still  
being collected.  The density surveys were completed in 
August, however data analysis is needed to determine the 
population size of coyotes at RMANWR.  

• Small mammal trapping occurred the last week of August 
and the first week of September. Results are being    
compiled to determine small mammal abundance. 

• One-hundred and twelve fawns were captured and col-
lared in the spring. As of September 13, only twelve 
fawns were being tracked. 

• Habitat staff and Refuge volunteers have been out in the 
field vegetation monitoring. This process helps determine 
if areas are in need of revegetation. 
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Tour Guide training has been scheduled for  
November 5 from 1:00 – 3:00 pm. This training 
is for all current tour guides as well as            
volunteers who may be interested in leading 
tours. We will spend some time going over the 
script and sharing ideas for improvement. 
Please contact Susan Echelberger at 303-289-
0366 if you are planning on attending. 

Tour Guide Training 


