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Volunteers Needed!
We are looking for volunteers
that can help monitor trails,
work in the Visitor Center,
and help with nature
programs during our new
summer hours:

Saturday and Sunday 6:00
am-4:00 pm with extended
hours until 7:00 pm on the 1*
Saturday and 3" Sunday of
each month!

If you are interested please
contact Jeannine at
303-289-0471.

\olunteers Make the World a Better Place!

Volunteers are one of the Refuge’s biggest assets.
Whether you work the front desk, the bookstore, help
out the biologists with field tests you are helping to
make the Refuge a better place! To show our
appreciation for all your hard work the U.S. Fish and e
Wildlife Service will be hosting its annual VVolunteer
Appreciation Event on Saturday, June 24, 2006 at 2:00 pm at the
Visitor Center. Staff will prepare and serve a delicious meal. The
evening will include an awards ceremony and also an opportunity to
walk the trails, fish, or enjoy a tour led by the Refuge Manager. We
hope you can make it so we can properly acknowledge you for all the
hard work you do! For more information please call Jeannine at 303-
289-0471.

»

Wildlife Update!

It’s springtime! That means new and exciting
4.4 wildlife are showing up all over the place!

Babies Babies Everywhere!
' - On April 3rd, our pair of bald eagles successfully
“hatched two eaglets! Banding of the chicks is
anticipated to be mid-to-end of May.

On April 17th, the first prairie dog pups were spotted,
so look closely next time you drive past a town!

Screech owlets have also been spotted!

Along with new babies, those who left for the winter are
resurfacing, including Swainson’s hawks and burrowing
owls, so be on the lookout!



Calendar of Events

Tour Guide Training

Saturday, May 20, 2006 Refuge Opening/Fishing Season
9:00 am—3:00 pm Saturday, June 3, 2006
Visitor Center The Refuge opens back up for visitation

The long awaited tour script is now finished! Training is for veterans  after Basin F cleanup! This is also the first
as well as new tour guides. Plan on spending time learning the script  day for public catch-and release fishing.
and also discussing strategies for dealing with the public. Plan on

bringing a potluck dish, hamburgers will be provided! Call Susan at ) Fishing Fever

Saturday, June 10, 2006

Visitor Center Assistant Training See Fishing Fever on page 3 for more
Wednesday, May 24, 2006 details!

9:00 am- 12:00 pm

Visitor Center

For everyone who works at the desk, or is interested in working
the front desk during the week and on the weekends. We will
meet-and-greet and discuss information being given to the public.
Lets make it a potluck lunch! Contact Susan at

303-289-0366 to RSVP and to let her know what you can bring.

Get Hooked on Fishing!

Fishing is a large part of what keeps people coming back to the Refuge and this year the season
kicks off on Saturday, June 3, from 6:00 am to 6:30 pm.

This year anglers fishing will self check-in at the kiosk in the Visitor
Center parking lot. There will be envelopes provided for the $3 recreation fee
(for those 16 years and older) and a deposit box located at the kiosk.

There are several projects that were made possible by the fishing
recreation fees. A trail was constructed from the east side of Lake Mary to
Lake Ladora to provide easier access. Christmas trees were placed in both
lakes to provide more fish habitat. Over 8,000 bluegills were stocked in Lake
Ladora to provide food for the northern pike and largemouth bass.

To participate in the catch-and-release fishing program at the Refuge,
anglers must first attend an orientation. The orientation will cover site safety,
general fishing information and fishing rules and regulations. Once the
orientation is completed, the anglers will receive a Rocky Mountain Arsenal
Fishing Permit. The orientation is offered every Saturday and Sunday at 7 am in the Visitor Center

303-289-0366 to confirm your participation.

Volunteer Appreciation Event!
Saturday, June 24, 2006
2:00 pm Visitor Center

starting June 3, 2006. Several orientations will be

offered at offsite locations before the season Fishing Dates and Times to Remember
starts: 2006 Season: June 3-October 15
Commerce City Recreation Center
6060 E Parkway Dr Regular Hours: Saturday and Sunday 6:00 am - 3:30 pm

Friday, May 12, 12:00 pm and 12:30 am

Thursday, May 18, 6:00 pm and 6:30 pm | First Saturday and third Sunday of each month:
6:00 am - 6:30 pm

Visit our website Free Fishing: Saturday, September 30 and Saturday,
WWW. October 14

fws.gov.rockymountainarsenal/




Fishing Fever!

On Saturday, June 10, the %é

Refuge will be hosting

it’s second annual

“Fishing Fever” event at the Visitor Center.
There will be organized family activities
throughout the day for anglers of all ages.

The day will include arts and crafts, a “how
to” on fishing, a public tour of the Refuge,
and a “small fry” pond.

All fishing is catch-and release using
barbless hooks and artificial flies or lures,
no live bait is allowed. All anglers age 16
years and older must have a valid Colorado
Fishing License.

6:00 am - 3:30 pm: catch-and-release
fishing

9:00 am - 11 am: Refuge Tour
(reservations are required)

10:00 am - 2:00 pm: booths and displays

Volunteers needed!!
As always, we could not offer these
neat events without your assistance! If
you would like to donate your time and
volunteer during this event call
Jeannine at 303-289-0471.

Our Nation’s Bird Pg.3

One of the largest
reasons the Refuge was
established was because of the
discovery of a winter
communal roost of bald eagles
in 1986. In 1996 an actual nest
was initiated, but had no
reproductive efforts occurred
until 2002.

So far there have been x\;ﬁ i g
six eaglets hatched from the ” ;,_-__-z = .'
nest, including the two newest
members hatched this year.

Both the communal roost and the eagle nest is
what the Refuge is all about, providing a place for
wildlife to live in their natural habitat without human
threat.

The bald eagle may soon be delisted as an
endangered species, but because of both the Migratory
Bird Treaty Act and the Bald and Golden Eagle
Protection Act, the treatment and protection of these birds

Field Biologist Eric Stone will be leaving
in July after three years at the Refuge. He
now will be working for the Teton
Science School at the Grand Teton
National Park in Jackson Hole, Wyoming.
Eric’s new title will be the Director of
Field Studies and Research. He will be
mentoring and advising four faculty
members and 24 graduate students on
their individual resource management and
research projects at Grand Teton National
Park, the National ElIk Refuge, Bridger-
Teton National Forest, Yellowstone
National Park, and other private lands in
Wyoming.

Meet Someone New!!

Aaron Driscoll has been a volunteer since the
summer of 2005. He was able to combine two of the
things he enjoys most, fishing and volunteering, to make
the best of his time here at the Refuge.

Originally from lowa, Aaron has lived in
Colorado for the past 22 years and works at Ball
Aerospace as a Cleaner Monitor.

Aaron can be found at many of the Refuge
fishing programs so be sure to stop and say hello next
time you see him!

Prescribed Burn Progress

Prescribed burns are carried out
to stimulate native prairie
growth, help with weed control,
and burn up accumulated debris
that could later start larger and

more dangerous fires. The Spring burnlng is now over
and 12 burns, totaling up to 858.55 acres, have been
completed. Several more burns are planned, but not until
the Fall.
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Biological Studies

Biological studies conducted at the Refuge provide feedback on how well the Refuge is being
managed. Species survival and breeding counts, habitat use, bio-monitoring, and mapping help
the biologists learn how to better provide refuge for all the animals.

Deer Study

g This study is a continuation from the 2004 study. The purpose is to track both
mule and white-tailed deer that were radio collared to gather survival and habitat
use information. The radio collars were designed to fall off within a year, but

Tree Swallows
Biologists are monitoring tree swallow nest boxes posted at Lake Mary, Ladora, Lower Derby,
and Havana Ponds to look for reproductive success and also to collect eggs for bio-monitoring.

Magpies

The purpose of this study is to monitor nests and to collect eggs for the bio-monitoring program.
As of now the active nest numbers are down due to fewer trees on the Refuge than in the past and also
because of the effect that the West Nile Virus had on these birds. P

Prairie Dogs
Mapping of active towns is being conducted to determine locations
and total acreage.

Burrowing Owls
These owls are being studied to determine and map nest locations, and also to
re-sight and identify banded birds.

Duck Stamp New Owl Pen

The winner of the Federal Junior A new and improved flight
Duck Stamp Design Contest has pen has been constructed thanks
been selected! The stamp, which to an Eagle Scout project.

will be featured on the 2006-2007 The renovated pen now
Junior Duck Stamp, was created & consists of two separate rooms

by 15-year-old Rebekah Nastav, with new concrete flooring and

of Amoret, Missouri. Her design of a redhead duck | two separate flight boxes. _
was chosen at the contest judging on April 20 in Currently, one box is occupied by our resident
Washington D.C. screech owl with plans to acquire a kestrel for

the other.




