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the South gate for
meetings and to
volunteer***

West Gate realignment
Susan Ulrich

With the sale and transfer of the former Western Tier
Parcel from the Rocky Mountain Arsenal (RMA) to
Commerce City, RMA is preparing for changes down
the road.

Commerce City is currently working to initiate a
bond to pay for widening Quebec Street. If passed,
the existing Quebec Street will be converted into a
two-lane service road. A new Quebec Street will be
located to the east on the former Western Tier
Parcel that was recently transferred to Commerce
City.

According to Roger Hildreth, remedy support
manager, two options under consideration for the
new Quebec Street include a four-lane road from
56th Ave to Highway 2, or six lanes running
between 56th and 72nd Aves, then four lanes north
of that, depending on plans for a future soccer
stadium.

“These plans would put the new Quebec Street
running right through the current West Gatehouse,”
said Hildreth. “We want to move the gate further east
onto RMA property so we’re out of their way.” He
expects to close temporarily the West Gate for two
weeks in mid-August while a new one is constructed.

During this time, employees and visitors will be re-
directed to the North or South Gates, and those

using the North Gate will not need a CRA badge
during construction. “The new West Gate will be a
card-accessed, unmanned system similar to a
parking garage,” Hildreth said. “We may have
someone there for a short transition period to re-
direct visitors to the North or South Gates who
previously used the West Gate.”

The construction will include widening the street
slightly and installing a cattle guard so deer won’t
be able to wander off RMA. “We’ll need to make it
wide enough so if people get to the gate and don’t
have a card for entry, they can turn around,
including vehicles the size of a tractor/trailer truck,”
added Hildreth. A pedestrian entrance will be
incorporated so that those who walk or bike to the
Arsenal won’t have to cross the cattle guard.

If the new soccer stadium is approved, Quebec
Street construction would begin in 2006.

Birders are Needed for the 2004 All
Species Count BioBlitz

On September 10™ - 11" citizens in the surrounding
communities will be counting everything that grows,
creeps, crawls, hops, flies or slithers within a 20-mile
radius of the Colorado Capitol Building. The Arsenal
will be participating in the BioBlitz by conducting a
bird count on Saturday, September 11" from 9 am -
12 pm and Birders, we need your help! To volunteer
with the All Species Count BioBlitz, contact Stacy
Armitage at 303-289-0931.



Coordinators Corner
Jeannine Kimble

I have noticed an unfortunate trend; the same core
groups of volunteers perform many of the duties to
which we so heavily depend upon. With a large
number of active volunteers on the roster, this should
not be the case! As you all know, we rely heavily on
our volunteers to make things happen for the Refuge.
All volunteer positions have minimum time
requirements and some require mandatory attendance
at the bi-monthly meetings. and this is something that
I have been understanding about. However, if you are
not meeting your minimum time requirements on a
regular basis, you will be receiving a warning phone
call and if this continues, you will be removed from
the volunteer roster. I would extremely dislike
removing some of the valuable resources the Refuge
has from the volunteer roster. The Refuge could
benefit from each and every one of your help!! If you
want to know more about other opportunities
available, or have any questions, please contact
Jeannine at (303) 289-0471 or visit our website
http://rockymountainarsenal.fws.gov/ and click on the
Volunteer icon. Thank you!

Wild Treks Update

Jeannine Kimble
If it has been a while since you have been out to Your
Refuge to volunteer, we have made a few changes to
our Public Tour, Nature, and Recreation program
times and the number of staff we have working on the
weekends. These changes have been made to reduce
the summer cancellation rate we were having on our
Tours and to maintain staffing for the fishing program
from 8 am until sunset on Saturdays and Sundays. Our
Public Tours are now offered on Sunday from 4-6 pm,
Nature programs are now offered on Saturdays. Times
vary depending on the program. Recreation programs
(Birding basics, Bike the Refuge, Friends of a feather,
and Photo workshop) are now offered on Sundays. If
you are interested in leading any of the Recreation
Programs or assisting us with trail roving please
contact Jeannine at (303) 289-0471.

Calendar of Events

You don’t want to miss this meeting!

Date:  Thursday August 19

Time: 7pm

Location: Visitor Center, enter through the South gate.
Guest speakers: Sherry Skipper - deer study

Stacy Armitage - Environmental Education Program
Sherry James - the New Visitor Access Plan.

Workshops
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Plant Identification Workshop

Date: Friday August 13,2004

Time: 6 pm

Location: TBD-Meet at the Visitor Center.

For who: This training is recommended for Habitat
Technicians, Roving Interpreters, Tour Guides,
Environmental Education Program Leaders, and any
other interested volunteers. Call Jeannine at (303)
289-0471 to sign up for this workshop.

,

Bird Identification Workshop |
Date: Saturday August 21

Time: 4pm

Location: Visitor Center



For who: This training is recommended for Roving
Interpreters, Tour Guides, Environmental Education

Program Leaders, and any other interested volunteers.

Call Jeannine at (303) 289-0471 to sign up for this
workshop.

Volunteer Pot Luck and Fishing!

Date: Friday September 17, 2004

Time: 5 pm to 8 pm

Location: Visitor Center.

For who: All volunteers are welcome to the Fishing
potluck! Join us for an evening of great company and
fun filled fishing at Lake Mary and Ladora.

What to bring: Coordinate with Ivan Vicente at 303-
289-0864.

Trainings

Tour Guide Training
Date: Saturday September 25
Time: 2pm
Location: Visitor Center
For who: This training is recommended for Tour
Guides, Roving Interpreters, Environmental
Education Program Leaders, and any other interested
volunteers.
To sign up: Call Jeannine at (303) 289-0471.

Save the date

Saturday, October 16, 2004
National Wildlife Refuge

Wild Things 2004

It’s that time again! Planning has already begun for
Refuge Week and we definitely can’t pull an event off
like this without you! This year’s event will be held
on October 16, from 10:00 am until 2:00pm. We are
planning on having tours, hayrides, activity booths,
and all of the trails will be open. We will have
numerous volunteer opportunities available and for
the adventurous type, we need people to wear our
costumes, Barker T. Prairie Dog, Honker the Blue
Goose, and Elliot the Eagle. If you are interested in
participating in this event, please plan on attending a
Refuge week briefing on September 30, 2004 7pm at
the Visitor Center. For more information on this
event, please contact Susan Echelberger at (303) 289-
0366.

Save the date
Refuge week briefing
Date: September 30
Time: 7pm
Location: VC
For who: all who are
assisting with Refuge week

The Visitor Center will be closed on August 14-15 for
the instillation of carpet, however, the Refuge will
continue to be opened for fishing, tours, and trail use.
Nature programs will be held as scheduled.
Volunteers, drop-in visitors and anglers will need to
check-in at the tent that will be set up behind the
visitor center. Seating and water will be available in
the tent. The building will be accessible to volunteers
and staff only.
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