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Visit - Rocky Mountain Arsenal
National Wildlife Refuge

For information and hours call:

303 289-0930
Check the web at:
http: //rockymountainarsenal.fws.gov.
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The National Wildlife Refuge System
has over 500 refuges.
Refuges are great places to visit!
25 million people visit every year.




National Wildlife Refuge System

Located just ten miles northeast of downtown Denver, the Refuge is an
island of wildlife habitat surrounded by a sea of urban development.

A quick getaway from the city, the Refuge provides a unique opportunity
to become immersed in nature. The noise of the city gives way to the
sounds of "Wild" creatures and prairie winds jostling trees and grasses.
Trails meander through prairie, woodlands, and wetlands, offering
glimpses of wildlife and plant life. This is a place to enjoy, discover,

: experience, and learn about the hidden riches of the prairie.

pase So, what are you waiting for?

Schedule a visit to Rocky Mountain Arsenal National Wildlife Refuge
today and prepare to

Did you know?

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is the agency

- g-x_'f*f R e responsible for our national wildlife refuges. The
mission of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is,
working with others (like you!), to conserve, protect
and enhance fish and wildlife and their habitat for
the continuing benefit of the American people.

-2- LQQI( up these words in the dictionary =» habitat - mission - conserve - enhance



Axﬂﬁ?ﬂﬁﬁldﬁefugwas created at

Rocky Mountain Arsenal on the shortgrass
prairie of Eastern Colorado because people

No prairie,
- = wanted to protect bald eagles from harm. The
no p r a Ir le do .‘ : wildlife habitat at this Refuge has patches of

undisturbed native grasslands (also called

= ] 3
N o pr a l r Ie dog S 2 prairie), plus woodlands and wetlands created

by settlers and farmers. The eagles come to the

no ba ld eag l es. Refuge because they can get everything they
need to survive here: water, shelter, space,

and food. Bald eagles’ favorite food is fish, but

they eat prairie dogs too. And there are LOTS

of prairie dogs at Rocky Mountain Arsenal.

The prairie dogs depend on the grasslands to

survive and the bald eagles depend on the

prairie dogs to survive. That's how

this natural system works.

Virginia Heitman

Research opportunity:

of a shortgrass prairie
habitat at RMA National
Wildlife Refuge and find
out which of the animals:

1- are living at the Refuge,
2- used to live at the Refuge,
3- may be reintroduced to the Refuge, and

4- are endangered species.

Hint:

A visit to the Refuge website,
or better still, a visit to the Refuge
will help with your research.

Hey:

~" Here is another =
Zidd cool site. ~r &4
N H' Go to this “Wild” website and build your own prazrze habztat’
http://www.bellmuseum.org/distancelearning/prairie/build/ -3-
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| was declared . .
the National Symbol catch their prey by swooping
* of the United States | down to grab it with their powerful

feet and sharp talons. Their feet are
so strong that they have a squeezing
power of 1,000 pounds of pressure per
square inch (psi) in each foot. A big
dog's biting power is only about 450
psi! Once a bald eagle catches a fish
with its talons and crushes it with its
feet then it has to lift it so it can fly
away. A bald eagle's lifting power is
about 4 pounds. That's like lifting

a half-gallon of
water with your
feet and
flying away

L bR S N with it!
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Maturexabout 5 years old Immaturex4 year old & younger

® dark brown body ® dark brown body and head

® white head and tail ® white mottling in wings and tail
® yellow eyes and beak @ eyes and beak are dark

® yellow feet ® yellow feet

W in 1782 because | was
a species unique to
North America.
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~mHOoW. _Many? Large bald eagles need
to eat about 1.5 pounds of food each day
(that’s like eating 15 bowls of breakfast
cereal in one day!). A large adult prairie
dog weighs about 3 pounds.

Did you know?
Is this eagle really bald?

No! Its head has plenty of feathers.

How many large adult prairie dogs
can a bald eagle eat in a week?

H i th?
The name comes from an Old English oW many In a mon
word "balde", meaning shining white. How many in a year?

-4- -o'e immature - talon - microscopic -



bout 1000 bald eagles winter in Colorado each year. 100 to 150 come
to Rocky Mountain Arsenal National Wildlife Refuge. Each winter eagles
return to the Refuge for three reasons: they are attracted to the large A

cottonwood trees that line the lake shores of the Refuge, humans do not
disturb them, and there is a large population of prairie dogs, their primary
food source at the Refuge. Both eagles and hawks like to eat prairie dogs.
The hawks do most of the hunting, and the eagles take advantage of the
hawks, often scaring them away and taking their meal!

f ylf illustrated by E. Biesiot
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/ Eagles are
| B aloft for hours,

‘;’; with very little effort.
/ Stretching long wings
k) out, this super sized

/ hawk rises higher and
higher in the air.
They SOQAr upward

circling in thermal

A bald eagle’s skeleton (that's
all of its bones) weighs about -

half a pound, and is only 5 or 6 >
percent of its total weight. The H .
feathers weigh twice that much! =
Bald eagles have 7,000 feathers. -
Feathers, like your hair and nails, %
are made of keratin. Feathers consist - "
of interlocking microscopic structures ..
that are light, but very strong. Layers of
feathers trap air to insulate birds against cold _
and protect them from rain. \

If all of a bald eagle’s feathers weigh one |
pound, how much does one feather weigh? !

\ \\X/hy are bald eagle bones
-~ Vi so ight?

\ J Hint: Some Native Americans use

currents of warm

rising air.

bald eagle bones for whistles.

interlocking - keratin - thermal - insulate~



Each of my large black
tipped ears can turn without the other
moving. So | can "tune" each ear to sounds

coming from different places! My ears look live in the west and are found in all
like the big ears of a mule so | am of Colorado's ecosystems. In the fall
called a mule deer! the bucks are in rut and their necks

get very large. They bellow and snort
loudly, because they are looking for
a fight. A direct charge between two
bucks ends in a crash of antlers.

"Y"
Mule deer '
antler branches
end in two points
that make a
“Y" shape.
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QMales are called bucks aFemales are called does
@ antlers branch into "Y" shapes @ no antlers

® large black tipped ears @ large black tipped ears

® black tipped ropey tail @ black tipped ropey tail

® white rump, muzzle and chin @ white rump

@ large stocky brown body ® smaller brown body

—How Many? Mule deer need room to

roam. The refuge has 25.5 square miles in
which animals can move around! There are
640 acres in a square mile.The buck pictured
is traveling 3 miles an hour as it moves
along the outside Refuge boundary.

i ?
Did you know: It takes 9 hours to go completely
Native Americans and early settlers around the outside edge.

traded real deer buck skins. The value of
a skin provided merchants and traders with
a unit of exchange. The unit of exchange
we use today is a dollar, and sometimes How many total acres
the dollar bill is called a "buck". is the Refuge?

How many miles is the
Refuge boundary?

-6--9% ecosystems - boundary - rut - antler -



he mule deer is one of the most common and visible mammals at the Refuge.
A mule deer has a white tail with a black tip and very large ears. A large male
can weigh over 400 pounds! It is a grassland species that likes open areas and
is not overly skittish. In other words, it won't run away from you right away

when it sees you. Mule deer are browsers. This means that they eat mostly
woody vegetation, including twigs and leaves of shrubs and trees. Only the
buck or adult male deer has antlers. Those are the things sticking out of the
deer's head in the picture. They begin to grow antlers in spring. The antlers
fall off in winter.

You learned that the things sticking out of a

illustrated by E.Biesiot
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mule deer's head are called "antlers” and you
probably already know that the things sticking
out of a cow's head are called "horns".

OFind out the differences

between antlers and horns.

It's not always

casy to S€@ animals
OMake a list of similarities

) i in the wild, so it helps to
and a list of differences.

®What other animals become familiar with clues

with antlers or with that they leave behind.
horns can you find?. Tracks and scat are great
Hint: A visit to the Refuge clues that help you

website, or better still, a visit to

the Refuge wiill help you with .
your research. about animals.

identify and learn
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(ji@ld L IVEat theREFUGE

Identify these Refuge plants and animals. Hint:The names are listed in the border.

WHITE-TAILED DEER ® RACCOON @ BADGER ® CANADA GOOSE ® SALAMANDER @ PAINTED LADY BUTTERFLY @ ANT

® BALD EAGLE @ FERRUGINOUS HAWIK ® DEER MOUSE ® BORROWING OWL ® CRICKET @ COYOTE ©
©® 339 AINOH @ F3UL dOOMNOLLOD @ YTIMOTd INOD ? SSVYIUD YUVIUD INTd @ AvOl S.ISNOHAOOM @

GRASSHOPPER ® BLACK-TAILED PRAIRIE DOG ® BULL FROG ® SAGE BRUSH @ JACK RABBIT ® BUFFALO GRASS

Use these plants and animals to make a Refuge Food \Web
by drawing a line from each animal to what it eats.

QIO ISR Take a walk on the wild side!

Learn how to use the "Home is Habitat" curriculum to lead your own field trips
at Rocky Mountain Arsenal National Wildlife Refuge. Each activity is correlated
to the Colorado Model Content Standards. Free field trip transportation will be
provided for the first 25 teachers who register for the training!



	Go! Wild #1 cover [Converted].pdf
	Go! Wild #1 pg2  [Converted].pdf
	Go! Wild #1 pg3 [Converted].pdf
	Go1 Wild #1 pg4 [Converted].pdf
	Go1 Wild #1 pg 5 [Converted].pdf
	Go! Wild #1 pg6 [Converted].pdf
	Go! Wild #1 pg7  [Converted].pdf
	LIVE AT  REFUGE #1 pg8 [Converted].pdf

