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SUMVARY

Thisplan isanarrowly focused step-down management plan with a singular and specific purpose
The sole objectiveof this plan isto gpecify languagefar a 9gn that will eventually be posted at all
public access pointsto Rocky Plats National Wildlife Refuge (RF NWR) to inform visitor sabout
site hi story and safety considerations.

1.0 INTRODUCTION/BACKGROUND
1.1 Refuge Overview

RF NWR will be established pursuant to the Rocky Flats National Wildlife Refuge Act Of 2001
(Refuge Act) (P. L 107 - 107). The Refuge Act provides that following t he environmental
remediation of Rodky Flats by the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE),and following certification
that all necessary regponse actions have been completed by the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA}), DOE will trander primaryadminigrativejurisdiction over the majority of the Site to
the Department o the Interior (DOI), as RE NWR.

Itisantidpated that landislikelyt o be tranderred to DOT sometime in 2007. An unusual provision
of the Refuge Act required that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) to prepare a
ComprehensveConservation Plan (CCP)fo RF NWR, prior to refuge esablishment. The Service
finalized the CCP, following an extensivepublic process in April, 2005. The futurerefugeand its
resources are fully described in Chapter 3 of the CCP, and are incorporated herein by reference
(FWS, 2005)

1.2 Purpose and Need for this Plan

Public use was a controversial iSSue in the preparation 0f the CCP. Dueto site's former use as a
nuclear weapons production facility and the contamination that resuited from that uss, many
membersof the public expressed concern regarding the dleanup of the site and the safety f future
vigtors,

Based 0n the best currently availablescientificdataand unequivocal determinations by the EPA and
Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment (CDPHE), that the extensive cleanup
program resulted in a landscapethat issafe for refuge workersand visitors, the CCP providesf or
future publicuse of thesite for a variety of compatible wildlife-dependent recreational activities.



Goal 3in theCCPis" Safety”, and supporting Objective 3.2 is" Visitor Safety”. Strategy 3.2.3for
achieving those goals and obj ect i ves says: "Providemaps and interpretive Sgnsat all trailheads to
inform visitor sabout the 3tés history, deanup and access restrictions”.

In early 2006, the Rocky Flats Codlition of Locd Governments (RFCLOG) requested that the
Service and DOEexplain how thefuturerefugewould be signed and what access restrictions would
be applied.

Thesignage and access to landsthat DOE will retainisa DOE decision,subject to approval by EPA
and CDPHE. TheService committed to RRCLOG, that theboundary of Rocky FlatsNWR would
be posted with standard refuge boundary signs within 60 days of land transfer and refuge
establishment, and that the Service would prepare @ Step-Down Management Plan to "address

languagefor signson sitehistory and safety that will eventually be placed at future public access
points" The Sew ice committed to a public process thepringd 2006 t o develop this plan.

13 Refuge/Refuge System Purposes, Misson, Goals

1.3.1 Refuge Purposes:

Pa the Refuge Act, the establishment purposes of RF NWR are
Restoring and preserving native ecosystems;

Providing habitat for and population management of, native plants and
migratory and resident wildlife;

Consrvingt hreat ened and endangered species (including specires that are
candidates for ligingunder the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C.
1531 et seq.); and
Providing opportunities far compatiblescientificresearch.
133 Goals
The goals of RF NWR and the Refuge Systen that are applicableto thisplan are:
RENWR: Goal 3, Safety: "Conduct operationsand manage public access in accordance
with thefinal Rocky Flats deanupdecision documents to ensure t he safety of Refugevisitor s, staff,
and neighbors.”
(Note: At the time this plan is written, the referenced final cleanup decison documentshavenot

been issued by DOE, EPA, and CDPHE. Those decisionsare anticipated in the fall of 2006, and it is
anticipated thatthi s plan will be consistent with those decisions. Nathingherein can super sedethe
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final cleanup decisions. TO the extent thisplan iSinconsistent with those decision documents, this
planisvoid,)

National Wildlife Refuge Svstem Goal for Public User “To providean understanding and

appreciation of fish and wildlife ecology and nan's rolein hisenvironment, to provide Refuge
visitors with high quality, safe, wholesome, and enjoyablerecreational exper iencesoriented toward
wildlifeto theextent t hese activities are compatible with the purposssfar which the Refugewas
established.

1.3.3 Mission Statement:

The misson of the National Wildlife Refuge S/st emis: "to adminiger anational network of lands
and waters for the conservation, management and wher eappr opriate, restoration of the fish, wildlife,
and plant resources and their habitatswithin the United Statesfor the benefit of present and future
generations of Americans” (P, L 105-57).

20 SITE DESCRIPTION

RF NWR is completely described | 1 Chapter 3, Refuge and Resource Descriptions, o the CCP,
which is incorporated here by reference. The public can access this document via the Refuge
website at: http://mkyflatsfwsgov,

3.0 FACILITIES

Therear e currently no facilities at the future RF NWR. Planned f ut ur e facilities, including trails,
trailheads, parking |Ots access points, interpretive venuesand a vistor contact station, are described
in Chapter 4. Management Direction, d the CCP whichis incorporated here by reference can be
accessed via the refuge website above.

The CCP callsfor one trail and trailhead access point to be developed and opened to the public
within one year folowing refuge establishment and for additional trails and facilities to be
developed between years 5 and 15 followingrefugeestablishment. No facilitieswill be devdoped
until an operating budget is established for RF NWR.



