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SUMMARY 

This plan is a narrowly focused step-down management plan with a singuIar and specific purpose. 
The sole objective of this plan is to specify language for a sign that will eventually be posted at all 
public access points to Rocky Plats National Wildlife Refuge IRF; FWR) to inform visitors about 
site history and safety considerations. 

RF NWR will be estaMished p'muant to the Rocky Plats National Wildlife Refuge Acr of 2001 
(Refuge Act) (P. L. I07 - 107). The Refuge Act provides that following the environmental 
remediation of Rocky Flats by the US. Department of Energy (DOE), and following certification 
that al l  necessary response actions have h n  completed by the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA), DOE will transfer primary administrative jurisdiction over the majority pf the site to 
rhe kprhmnt of the Interior (DOI), as RF NWR. 

It is anticipated that land is likely to be transferred to DO1 some time in 2007. An unusual provision 
of the Refuge Act required that the U.S. fish and Wildlife Service (Service.) to prepare a 
Comprehensive Conservation Plan (CQ) for RF NWR, prior to refbge establishment. q e  Service 
h l i z e d  the CCP, following an extensive public process in April, 2005. The future refuge and its 
resources are fully descrikd in Chapter 3 of the CCP, and are incorporated herein by reference 
(PWSY 2005) 

P w p ~  and Need for P b  

Public use w a a controvcfsial issue in the prepamtion of the CCP. Due to site's former use as a 
nuclear weapons production facility and the contamination that resulted from that use, many 
members of the public expressed concern regarding the cleanup of the site and the safety of f u t w  
visitors. 

Based on the best cumntly available scientific data and u n e q u i v d  daerminstions by the BPA and 
Colorado Dqwtmat of Public H d t h  and Envimnment (CDPHE), that the extensive cleanup 
program resulted in a landscape that is safe for refuge workers and visiton, the CCP provides for 
future public use of the site for a varieiy of compatible wildli fe-dependent recreational ac tivitim. 



Goal 3 in the CCP is "Safety", and supporting Objective 3.2 is "Visitor Safety". Strategy 3.2.3 for 
achieving those gads and objectives says: "Provide maps and interpretive signs at all trailheads to 
iofm visitors about the site's hism, cleanup and access mtrictioas". 

In early 2006, the Roclry Flats Coalition of Local Govmmmts (RFCLOG) requested that the 
Semice and DOE explain how the future refuge would be signed and what access resrictions would 
be applied. 

The signage and access to lands that DOE will retain is a DOE decision, subject to approval by EPA 
and CDPHE. The m i c e  committed to IIFCLOG, that the boundary of Rocky Flats NWR would 
be postad with standard refuge boundary signs within 60 days of land transfer and refuge 
establishment, and that the Service would prepare a SttpDown Management P h  to "addm~s 
language for signs on site history and safw that will eventually be placed at future public access 
points." The Sew ice committed to a public p m x s  the spring of 2006 to develop this plan. 

RefugdRefbge System Pu-, Mission, Goals 

Refhge Purpose: 

Per the Refuge Act, the wtabhhrnent purposes of RF NWR are: 

Restoring and prcsewbg native ecosystems; 

hviding habitat for and population management of, native plants and 
migratory and resident wildlife; 

I 
Conserving threatened and endangered species (including species that are 
candidates for listing under the Endsagad Specia Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C, 
1531 et seq,); and 

Providing spportmitics for compatible scientific research. 

133 Goals: 

The goals of RF NWR and the Refuge Sy s d  that an applicable to this plan are: 

BF NWR: Goal 3. Safety: "Conduct operations and manage public access in accordance 
with the final Rocky Flats' cleanup decision documents to mure the safety of Refuge visitors, staff, 
and neighh." 

(Note: At the time this plm is written, the referenced final cleanup decision documents have not 
been issued by DOE, EPA, and CDPHE. Those decisions an anticipated in the fall of 2006, and it is 
adcipatad that this plan will be consistent with those decisions. Nothing hercin can supersede the 



fM cleanup decisions. To the extent this plan is inconsistent with those decision documents, this 
plan is void,) 

JWonal Wildlife.Refuae Svstem Goal for Public Use: 'To provide an understanding and 
appreciation of fish and wildlife emlogy and man's role in his environment, to provide Refuge 
visitors with high quality, safe, wholesome, and enjoyable recreational experiences oriented toward 
wildlife to the extent these activities are compatible with the purposes for which the Refuge was 
es tablis hd, 

Midon Statement: 

The mission d h e  National Wildlife Rcfuge System is: "to administer a national network of lands 
and waters for the consemation, management and where appropriate, restoration of the fish, wildlife, 
and plant resources and their habitats within the United States for the benefit of present and future 
generations of Americans" (IP. L. 105-571, 

2.0 SITE D E S C m O N  

RF NWR is comp1eteIy dwribed in Chapter 3, Wuge and R e s o w  . . , of the CCP, 
which is incoprated here by reference. The public can access tbis document via tfie Refuge 
website at: http://mkyflats.fws.gov, 

There are rumntly no facilities at the future Re NWR. Phmed future facilities, incIuding trails, 
trailhcads, parking lots, access points, intapelive venues and a visitor contact station, arq described 
in Chapter 4. Management Dimtion, of tbe CCP which is incorporated here by ref== can be 
accessed via the refuge website above. 

The CCP calls for one trail and h i h e a d  access point to be developed and opened to the public 
within one year following rcfuge establishment and for additional trails and facilities to be 
developed between years 5 ~JNI 15 following refuge establishment. No facilities will be developed 
until an operating budget is established for RF NWR. 


