
mRPRETWE SIGNS ABOUT SITE IIISTORY, CLEAMP and ACCESS 
RESTRICTIOIYS 

Signs with the following language will be erected at al l  trailheads and ather public access points to 
RF NWR prior to the opening of those access points to visitors: 

"What Happemd Here? 

The lattd you am about to enter, Rocky Hats National Wildlife R e g e ,  is an historic Cold War 
site. Rqfuge lands are part of tke b@er zone of the fomr Rocky Flats Plant that opemtedfram 
1951 d l  1989, when it was closed For marly four &cad?#, thousands qf women atad men 
worked here, building nuclear cutnpo~nts for the United States' &tement weapom throughout- 
the Cold War period 

We&n components production al the plant involvedpluronim and other radioactive and 
-US materials, The work was dartgsrow and secret. Over the course of &cades, there 
were accidettls, Some of thuse accidents and some of the wusie handling practices ofthe early 
&C&S resulted in releases of phtonium arrd orher contaminanis into the enviromnt.  

Beginning in 1995, many ofthe same Cold War veteratls who had built weapons components at 
Rocky Fhs ,  assisted with art unprece&nted a d  enormously complex cleanup project to 
remediate con~m'mted buildings and soil on the s i t .  &y accoqiished that diflcdtjub in 
2005, leaving the lmrd as an as&tforfir#ure generations of Americm. The Rocky Flats 
N a n a n d  Wildlife Refuge Act passed by Congress in 2001 designated a portion of tkse lmrdr m 
a ruth& wild@ refuge. 

1 

is there R e s W  ContamikztMn? 

An extensive malidon of contmz'naiion at Rocky Flats was conducted by the U. S. 
&viromentd Protection Agency (EPA) and the Columdo Depatiment of Public Health and 
Envi roremenl (CDPHE). The levels of contamindon on refuge land are low, met cortservative 

and federal cleanup standbrds, and are similar to udjment lank. Both EPA and CDPHE 
b e  &temined that  he hd i s  sqfe for public recreahahon, r&ge workers, and residenb wildlife. 
The efuge workrs, the people most -used to this environment, have a r t t a h m  lge-time 
incremd cancer risk of about 2 in a m'Uwn due to residuul contamhunts. Envimnmenhd 
kdth rish m Refuge visitors, i t t d d n g  children, at.e far bwer than that. 

There ure ham& involved &I any form of wildhod recreation. H e  at Rocb Fluts inch& 
inclemeni or drem we&r conditbm, the potentklfur t*, slips nndfalls: poisunuw 
h s ;  and msoonable or i l legd acts by other persons. 

The refuge is open M y  during daylight how. Unless orhenvise posted, stay on mi l s ,  Public 
access is not allowed on rh central p o h n  of Roc@ Flats retained by DOE. Pieme observe 
"Area Closed" and 01 her reguho'y s i g m  Pets are not duwd on the Wge.  



Still Have Questions? 

Fur more information nborit rhe history, conramination, cleanup, or sire safety issues at Rocky 
Flats, pleme call EPA at (3031 312-6312 or 800 227-891 7, CDPHE at (303) 692-3300? or DOE 
Legacy Management at (866) 422-0759." For informotion nlsordi rhe refuge contact (303) 289- 
0232, 



APPROVAL, OF SIGNAGE 

Jki 8-J- 
Steve Baendzen 
Rehge Manager 
Rocky Mountain. Arsenal NWR Complex 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

MT, WY, UT, CO 

flu& 0- 
Rick Coleman 
Assistant Regional Director - National Wildlife Refuge 
System, U,S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
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