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The Silvio O. Conte National Fish and
Wildlife Refuge is in the process of
developing a Comprehensive Conservation
Plan which is designed to guide the direction
of the refuge for the next 15 years. Public
input is welcome and encouraged during this
planning process. Please contact us for
more information, including dates and times
of public meetings, and how you can be
involved. You can help shape the future of
this national wildlife refuge for the benefit of
current and future generations of Americans.

Silvio O. Conte National Fish
and Wildlife Refuge
Nulhegan Basin Division
5396 RT 105
Brunswick, VT
802-962-5240

Mailing address:
PO Box 427
Island Pond, VT 05846

Lewis Pond Overlook

The two main public access roads into the refuge are Stone Dam
Road and Henshaw Road (which connects with Four Mile Road).
Public entry is currently not available off Route 105 on McConnell
Pond and Lewis Pond Roads due to gated private roads. All
visitors should carry a map and compass whenever walking off
roads into the refuge.

Thank you for your interest in visiting the Nulhegan Basin
Division. Please contact us at the Refuge visitor contact station if
you have any questions or would like more information.

The Silvio O. Conte NFWR'’s Nulhegan Basin Division is one of
over 545 refuges within the National Wildlife Refuge system. The

mission of the National Wildlife Refuge System is, “To administer
a national network of lands and waters for the conservation,

management, and where appropriate, restoration of the fish,

wildlife, and plant resources and their habitats within the United
States for the benefit of present and future generations of
Americans.”
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The 26,300-acre Nulhegan Basin Division of the
Silvio O. Conte National Fish and Wildlife Refuge
(Refuge) is part of a 132,000-acre conservation
partnership among U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
Vermont Agency of Natural Resources, and Essex
Timber Co., LLC. This combination of ownerships
and easements will provide long-term conservation
of these lands for habitat, wildlife, and people by
preventing habitat loss due to development while
still providing for forest management and public use.

The U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service encourages
appropriate and compatible wildlife-dependant
recreation on national wildlife refuges. This includes
activities such as hunting, fishing, wildlife
observation, wildlife photography, environmental
education, and interpretation. Title 50 ofthe Code of
Federal Regulations regulates activities on all
national wildlife refuges.

The following federal regulations currently apply on
the Refuge. They have been summarized in this
pamphlet for simplicity. This pamphlet serves as a
guide to answer the most common questions about
rules for visitor use on the Refuge, but is not all-
encompassing. A full list of federal regulations and
their complete wording can be found at
www.gpoaccess.gov/cfr.

Please note: Wherever state law and federal law
differ, the more restrictive rule applies.

§ 26.21 General trespass
Camping, horses, ATV’s, and bicycles are not permitted on the Refuge unless
authorized by special permit.

§ 27.31 General provisions regarding vehicles.

Motor vehicle travel is restricted to designated roads only; maximum
speed is 25 miles per hour. All Vermont State motor vehicle laws are
adopted also as federal laws on the Refuge including but not limited to,
ATV'’s, open alcoholic containers in vehicles, driving/operating under the
influence, registration, inspection, license, and insurance requirements.
Snowmobile travel is restricted to designated VAST trails only and in
accordance with applicable state law; maximum speed for snowmobiles
on Refuge trails is 35 miles per hour.

§ 27.41 Weapons - General provisions.

Carrying, possessing, or discharging firearms, fireworks, or explosives on
national wildlife refuges is prohibited unless specifically authorized (see
27.42).

§ 27.42 Firearms.

Only persons engaged in a lawful hunt may possess or use firearms on
the Refuge. All firearms transported in vehicles must be unloaded.

§ 27.73 Artificial lights.

The use of artificial lights (to include spotlights and headlights) to illuminate
wildlife for the purpose of viewing, locating, or taking is prohibited on the
refuge.

§ 27.95 Fires.

Setting or causing a fire to be set is prohibited on national wildlife refuges
unless authorized by the refuge manager.

§ 27.97 Private operations.

Soliciting business or conducting a commercial enterprise (profit making
venture) on any national wildlife refuge is prohibited except as may be
authorized by special permit.

§ 32.2 What are the requirements for
hunting on areas of the National
Wildlife Refuge System?

Hunting is permitted throughout the Refuge in accordance
with state regulations. The following provisions shall
apply to each person while engaged in public hunting on
areas of the National Wildlife Refuge System:

(a) Each person shall secure and possess the required
State licenses or permits.

(d) Each person shall comply with the applicable
provisions of the laws and regulations of the State wherein
any area is located unless further restricted by Federal
law or regulation.

(i) The use of nails, wire, screws or bolts to attach a
stand to a tree, or hunting from a tree into which a metal
object has been driven to support a hunter is prohibited on
wildlife refuge areas. (Building, erecting, or using a
permanent tree stand or ground blind is prohibited.)

(j) The use or possession of alcoholic beverages while
hunting is prohibited.

Both hunters and non hunting visitors should be aware of
each other during hunting seasons. Wearing blaze
orange clothing is recommended when engaged in
activities on the Refuge while hunting seasons are in
progress.

§ 32.5 What are the requirements for
sport fishing on areas of the National
Wildlife Refuge System?

Fishing is permitted in the brooks, rivers, and ponds within
the Refuge. The following provisions shall apply to each
person while engaged in public sport fishing on a national
wildlife refuge:

(a) Each person shall secure and possess the required
State license.

(c) Each person shall comply with the applicable
provisions of the laws and regulations of the State wherein
any area is located unless the same are further restricted
by Federal law or regulation.



